Jerry Lynn Discusses His Health, TNA, WWE Wellness, ECW's Revival and More! 
Posted by Larry Csonka on 04.26.2006 

Former WWE, WCW, ECW and now TNA personality Jerry Lynn discusses all! 

Dan Lovranski: He's worked everywhere: Japan, Mexico, North America; everybody: WWE, WCW, ECW. Now he's working behind the scenes with TNA and also working the indy's. He's in fact, as I mentioned, in the Toronto area this coming Friday, April 28th for the UWA in Mississauga. It's my pleasure to welcome back to the program the one and only Jerry Lynn. Jerry, how are you tonight? 


Jerry Lynn: I'm doing great. I just got back from a kick-ass pay-per-view.


DL: I wanted to get some quick thoughts on the show. First off, is everybody okay? Anybody get hurt tonight? There was some crazy stuff going on.


JL: Yeah, no kidding there was some crazy stuff. Chase Stevens I think either became almost a quadriplegic or almost died, especially after having a broken neck last year. 


DL: That's right.


JL: And Sabu came in already all busted up and I think he might have got a little roughed up. I'm not sure; I didn't get a chance to talk to everyone. There were a lot of scary moments tonight; all I can say is if anyone has anything bad to say about this pay-per-view they shouldn't even watch wrestling anymore.


DL: There certainly was a lot of crazy stuff going on in this one, that's for sure. What was the reaction of the crowd there? It's sometimes hard to tell with Pay-Per-View how the crowd's reacting to everything.


JL: Yeah, I've noticed on the pay-per-view and on TV that you can't really tell. On the broadcast you don't get the same effect as it is live. It was off the hook. I can't tell you how many moments gave me goose bumps tonight.


DL: It must have given you some goose bumps when A.J. and Storm were up there on the top of the cage; that was one crazy spot.


JL: You know it's…I can't even imagine, because when you're down below looking up you don't think it's that high but when you're up there, it's a whole different story.


DL: It certainly is, it certainly is. Now, with the World X tournament coming up and you as part of it last year, are we going to see Jerry Lynn in a more on-air role here in TNA or are you staying behind the scenes?


JL: Well, I've passed the torch to Chris Sabin. As team captain I see a lot of things in Chris. I'm going to keep an eye on him and maybe take him under my wing, we'll see what happens.


DL: Right. As it goes right now for TNA, working behind the scenes, are you enjoying that? How are things working out for Jerry Lynn?


JL: Oh definitely. I've always said when I can't wrestle someday I always want to be involved in the business behind the scenes. This is a good start, I've learned so much since I've been doing this and every weekend I keep busy getting my own indy gigs and stuff. Like you said, in Toronto, this coming Friday for UWA, I'm just keeping busy. They can't make me quit yet.


DL: (laughs)


JL: I just keep plugging away. But I really enjoy trying to pass on what I've learned over the years and I'm just trying to keep it alive because it's really becoming a lost art form.


DL: Yeah absolutely, the way you practice it. One of the things I wanted to ask you about Jerry because this story just broke today is that Vince McMahon has announced that he's going to try to restart ECW as a permanent company later this year and I just wanted to get some of your thoughts on that since you were part of the ECW product – an important part.


JL: I would love to see it go and take off because it's something that never should have died. And if we had the right breaks, the TV and the right financial decisions, it would be going as strong as ever today. And it would be just great for it to take off for another place for the boys to make a living and what they're really going to have to do is let Paul E take it and book it and just run it instead of bastardizing it with their WWE product like the did at the pay-per-view.


DL: Do you think they'll do that Jerry? Because I agree with you 100%; if ECW is going to survive, Paul Heyman has got to be driving the car.


JL: Well, you know, it's up to them. If they want to make it work they have to let Paul E. have total control as far as the booking. Otherwise, it's going to fail miserably. 


DL: Right.


JL: And the sad thing with the ECW One Night Stand pay-per-views is they've got to bastardize it and stick their nose in it because if it is successful they want to take credit for it by having their WWE touch on it.


DL: Absolutely.


JL: You know, just cut the crap. If you want to make money on it and you want it to really work, let Paul E. do it.


DL: Right. Now, when they did the pay-per-view last year Jerry, were you approached to appear or not?


JL: Yes I was. They wanted me to take Candido's place and work, and wrestle Lance Storm. But they had a meeting and I guess apparently…you know I'll probably get myself in trouble, which I don't care anymore because I've been fired from them (laughs). They didn't trust anyone from TNA. They thought we'd pull something funny on their live PPV.


DL: Really?


JL: And I said "Apparently they don't know me". And they said "well they probably don't even remember you being here". And I'm like, "Well, you're probably right."


DL: That's true, because it was negligible, what you were there for.


JL: I'm very much the consummate professional: I show up with a good attitude and you tell me what you want and I do it. I take pride in my work.


DL: Absolutely.


JL: And so, whatever…


DL: Are there going to be shows run in opposition like last year? Is Shane Douglas planning the Hardcore Homecoming again? Have you heard anything about that?


JL: No, I haven't heard of any of those going on. But I think Hermes group, that's helping run TNA house shows will be running the ECW arena that weekend.


DL: The night before I think that is.


JL: Right. We're going to be running a TNA house show at the ECW arena.


DL: That's going to be the three-way with Styles, Joe and Daniels on top.


JL: Right


DL: That should be a great show. Now if Vince does manage to get the ECW thing off the ground, and he did approach you once again, would you be interested?


JL: It depends on what's going on with TNA; I have to look at longevity in my career.


DL: Right.


JL: The only thing that would get me back there would be to get back all the money I was screwed out of when ECW folded. It was a hell of a lot of money and I know that they're not going to cough that up.


DL: You're not the only one, there were definitely a lot of people left holding an empty bag.


JL: And I was very fortunate when I needed my shoulder surgery that TNA gave me the agent position and they kept me able to still make a living when I was laid up. I can't, you know, overlook that.


DL: Absolutely. One thing that I did want to talk about: It's something in the WWE that over the last little while fans have had very strong opinions on, and that's the whole use of the passing of Eddie Guerrero in wrestling angles. I just wanted to get some of your thoughts as a wrestler on the outside when you see things like this.


JL: Well, to me it depends on how it's done. I knew Chris Candido pretty well and I thought even after he was gone they could have used the towel he used to bring to the ring with him with the Naturals and stuff.


DL: Right


JL: And then you know, I can't remember who they were feuding with at the time, but they could have taken the towel and wiped their butt with it or whatever…I know Chris wouldn't have minded. Chris would have loved to have it done for the angle and everything. 


DL: Right.


JL: So it all depends on what was done and how they do it. WWE, and the way they do things, it's usually in bad taste. You don't have to say more than the necrophilia angle. That says it all.


DL: One of the things that came out of Eddie Guerrero's passing that I do think is good if they stick with it, is the WWE drug policy because I think it's something that is really needed in wrestling.


JL: Now you're really trying to get me in trouble.


DL: No, I just want your honest opinion, that's all.


JL: Well first of all, I think it's laughable that everyone wants to point fingers at wrestling as far as steroids and drug use, because it goes on in every professional sport. When you've got multi-millions of dollars at stake, people are going to do whatever it takes to get those contracts. And if you've got an athlete or some superstar on your roster that millions of people everywhere are paying to see perform and they fail a drug test, you're not gonna fire them.


DL: But in wrestling we see this constantly. Guys in their 40 are passing away because of wrestling and this lifestyle. It seems a little bit stronger to me than other certain sports. It seems to hurt more guys in wrestling.


JL: Well, to me, wrestling is the toughest business on the face of the earth to make it in. The music business is tough, and I've always said the two businesses go hand in hand. But wrestling is even tougher because you're slowly destroying your body. The human body wasn't made for this and everybody thinks it's so fake. But I'll tell you what, every time you hit the mat your insides are being hammered around and your brain is being pounded against the inside of your skull. Every time we hit that mat we're doing irreparable damage, and people don't realize that. Let alone getting hit in the head with a chunk of steel like a chair …and the envelope is being pushed further all the time.


DL: It's true…


JL: People just don't realize what we're going through. And I consider us professional athletes because to me it takes everything any other sport takes plus more. Everyone thinks we're running around out there doing moves for the sake of doing moves when we're not. Well we're not supposed to be. Maybe some of us are, but we're supposed to be trying to make a story and build people's emotions up. There should be a rhyme and a reason for everything we do in the ring. And it's become a lost art form. Now people think we just run around and try and kill ourselves (which half the time is happening) but we're the only professional athletes that don't get treated like it.


DL: Absolutely. We've got to wrap things up Jerry. I know you're going to be here as we mentioned in the Toronto area Friday April the 28th working for the UWA promotion, but I can't do an interview with Jerry Lynn without asking: What's the hot, latest death metal that you're listening to? What's in the Jerry Lynn CD player right now?


JL: Recently it's been some old-school stuff like Creator, Suffocation, Effigy of the Forgotten… oh, can't forget Sinister, Diabolical Summoning…some newer thrash, there's a band from Florida called the Absence…it's funny, the older I get, the harder it gets 


DL: (laughs) That's awesome. Jerry, I want to thank you so much for joining us tonight and we wish you continued success with TNA and we'll see you here in the Toronto area on Friday April the 28th working for UWA.


JL: Great. And like I always tell Devon, testify!


DL: Straight from the bowels of hell, Jerry Lynn right there!


You can listen to The LAW every Sunday night with Dan Lovranski and Jason Agnew at 11pm EST on AM 640 Toronto Radio, CJOB 68 in Winnipeg, The FAN 960 in Calgary, MOJO Vancouver 730 and online at www.liveaudiowrestling.com 
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