2nd half of Part 1 of the interview with Jerry Lynn

R- Did you have any pets when you were younger?

J- Oh we always had at least one dog, sometimes two.  One time we had two dogs and a cat and three rabbits.  The two dogs would sleep with me.  We had a big Lab/Golden Retriever mix and then a Pomeranian.  The Lab would sleep between my legs and the Pomeranian would sleep in my armpit and if I moved an inch they would both start growling so I was stuck all night long and could not move.

R- Yeah I remember that.  I had three Welsh Corgis at one time and they all had to sleep with me and yeah, you can't move.

J- My brother was the cat person.  He had the cat.

R- Was that Rusty, er, Russ?

J- Yeah.  And now we (he and his wife) have five cats and I miss having a dog so when I can fence in the back yard I'll get a dog again.

R- What kind would you get?

J- I would like an Irish Setter.  They have a good temperament, they're good with kids and they don't shed as much as a Lab because they got the longer hair.

R- Well I'm a Corgi person but I think um-

J- I like big dogs-aw I like all dogs but I'd rather have a big dog because they're the biggest babies (background noise interference here) and they want to sit in your lap.

R- Oh I know quite a few pitbulls that are big babies.

J- Ahhhh I don't really want any pitbulls because you never know.  I know a lot of it is in how they're brought up and stuff but still…

R- I've never met one though that wasn't just a big overgrown baby.

J- Oh yeah.

R- Well that's cool.  I hope you get your Irish Setter.

J- We'll see.

R- But five cats…that's a lot of cats.

J- That's a lot of work and a lot of cat hair.  You gotta vacuum so much.

R- So who changes the cat pan?

J-Me!  (I laughed-he didn't)

R- Oh fun!

J- Yeah, fun.  Except when I'm out of town..ya know.

R- Yeah otherwise they have to wait a long time.  Ok let's see.  I sort of glossed over some of these questions but…were you and your brother the only ones in your family that were adopted?

J- Yeah, we were adopted together.

R- You're not fleshly brothers though are you?

J- Yeah.

R- Oh you are!

J- Biological brothers and they kept us together.

R- Oh ok.  Well that was great.

J- Yeah.

R- I didn't realize that you two were actually biological brothers.  You didn't

seem to look alike in that picture.

J- I never thought we looked alike either.

R- Of course he just had blood on his face but you had that cool Gene Simmons look.

J- Oh the Halloween picture.

R- Yeah.

J- (more background noise here) I don't think we looked alike.  But I need to load more up but it's just-I've gotta learn how.

R- Carrie (Jerry's sister) did say that she'd send me some dorky pictures of you but she never has.

J- Ohhh there's a lot of those.  I'll put some up.  I'm never afraid to make fun of myself.

R- Oh I noticed.  That one picture of you and Mark.

J- Yeah.  No I was always and still am the biggest nerd.  I always had tape on my glasses because they were always broke.  Yeah I was rough on glasses.  My parents would get mad all the time because they couldn't afford to get me glasses all the time so I'd walk around with tape on them and I was the exact stereotype Revenge of the Nerds.

R- Ok, another movie I haven't seen.

J- Well..

R- Yeah well I kind of know what it's about so I haven't bothered with it.

J- Yup.

R- I'm more into the vampire genre'.

J- Oh me too.

R- Ok well let's see, what schools did you go to up there in Coon Rapids?  Or don't you want other people to know that?

J- Oh I don't care.  Crooked Lake Elementary, Morris Bi- Elementary, Coon Rapids Junior High, Coon Rapids Senior High just for my Sophmore and part of my Junior year and then I went to a private Baptist school called Foothills (?) Baptist Academy. (too much background noise so I couldn't tell what he said, for sure)  I graduated from there.  I had a graduating class of four people.

R- Wow.  You were probably one of the star students. (I was teasing him and he kind of shook his head no.  We were both laughing)

J- Because there were no other students.  Just me and three girls.

R- Well then I'm sure you stood out.

J- Oh yeah, I stood out like a sore thumb.

R- I did hear that you were shy around girls.

J- Oh yeah.  I was always really shy, you know you can tell in my early years in this business I was still shy.  It took a while to bust out of my shell.

R- Oh I didn't pick up on that I guess on the DVD that I got from Al Pabon. (had mostly matches from his very early indy matches)

J- Oh yeah but you can tell though.

R- (I was laughing)  I don't know Jerry.

J- Well I can tell.

R- Ok, alright.  Well I noticed that you'd greet the kids but not the girls-not the women.

J- Oh yeah.

R- Oh there's a picture in your profile photos of you and, I don't know, it was Tom Burton or Louie Spicolli?

J- Both.

R- There's a woman sitting in the front row.  Is that Kathie?

J- I'll have to look at it.  I don't know.  I've never looked.

R- She had the big hair.

J- I've never looked.

R- Sitting right in the front.  I wondered I asked-made a comment and I asked if it was her.  It looks like her.

J- I'll have to look.

R- Ok.

R- So what did you do when you got out of high school or college?

J- I never went to college.

R- Didn't you go to like a technical?

J- Oh, I tried to go to a vo-tech for six months and then after that they raised the tuition and I couldn't afford it anymore because I was just working at Target so I gave up on that.  And then I got married the first time at a very young age-I was 20.

R- That is young.

J- She was 19.  (Jerry just looked at me like that's all I'm saying)

R- So that's all you're going to tell me about what you used to do huh?

J- Yeah.  (I started to laugh out loud)

R- Alright, alright Jerry.

J- Well I guess for the first year and a half I was just lazy and (more background noise and couldn't hear what he said) until my parents got on me and said-

R- Support your family or support yourself?

J- Ah yeah you know, either go to school or pay rent so I ended up doing both.  (laughs out loud)  But you can't blame them.

R- Yeah, they thought they raised a kid that could work huh?

J- Well it was either that or you know, time to take some responsibility and get ready to leave the nest.

R- Well yeah but when you're 20, you don't feel that motivated.  I mean I was working but it took me a while to get serious about it too so I understand.

J- I had some jobs too.  I worked at a family steak place for a little bit, bussing tables and doing dishes and then I worked at a place doing electronics, just doing the odds and ends stuff like shipping and returns.  That didn't last long and they just brought me into clean up the mess and then that was it.  And then what else did I do?  Oh, worked at Target in receiving mainly.

R- Did you work with your friend Bill?

J- Bill John?

R- Yeah.

J- Yeah, that was a few years later.  I worked at a couple different car parts in the parts department, was a parts runner in the parts department and then I was a glazer putting windows in on high rise office buildings.  Doing construction and stuff on commercial buildings.  And then what else?  Oh I used to lay telephone cable underground but that was seasonal work.  Then I worked at Mystic Lake Casino for a while, various warehouse jobs.  I've done a little bit of everything but I never could find something that I woke up every morning and looked forward to doing, except the window job.  I liked that but I was deathly afraid of heights so it was very exciting when you're way up there.  But it's was just union politics.  I was promised for five years that I was next for an apprenticeship and then someone stuck their nephew in ahead of me and I said that's it, I'm done.

R- Well I can understand that.

J- Yes, so I've tried a little bit of everything.  Just wrestlings the only job I've had where I actually looked forward to going to work and someone told me if you find a job you love you never have to work another day in your life.

R- I think that's true.  If you can just find a boss you like to work for.

J- Yeah.

R- I won't ask you to say anymore about that.

J- Oh there'll be a time when I'll open up about that.

R- Yeah?  Well I didn't expect that you'd open up to me about it.

J- Yeah, it'll hit the fan.  (he laughed out loud)

R- Well good!  I like that you know, because I see a lot of junk out there on the internet and it's nice when it comes from a reputable source.

J- Oh yeah, someone told me they saw some junk on there that wasn't even true.

R- Well it was probably me that told you that.

J- No it was someone else.

R- Oh really?

J- But I thought, ya know, these idiots printing this stuff and they don't know the facts and it could cost me work and these are people making a living off of this and it's a better living than most the wrestlers.  All they're doing is being negative and putting it down all the time when you think they would build it up since they're making something off of it too.

R- Well it's not about them so what do they care?

J- Right.

R- It irks me when I see stuff like that.

J- M-hm.

R- Well I challenge them.  I write and say "Hey, you have no basis for saying that."

J- No most of the time they don't and the thing is the promoters see and breathe it and they take it for gospel everything they read on the internet.  You can't do that.

R- Promoters really do that?

J- Oh yeah!

R- That's as bad as new wrestling fans.  (I laughed) I used to believe everything I read but not anymore.

At this point Jerry got the signal from the person he was riding with and had to leave but said we'd do the rest another time.  We did continue the interview the next month.
