A different kind of interview with Jerry Lynn

This interview was not particularly wrestling-related, nor was it meant to be.  Jerry granted my request for a personal interview that began last September, 2007.  It would have been posted before this but I've been waiting to get some older photographs of him and I finally managed to with the help of one of his sisters.

Please note that there were rarely moments of seriousness in this interview and that Jerry was gracious and we laughed often.  It's one of the many great things about knowing Jerry.  This is where it began.  It continued the next month.  I also recorded the interview but with all the background noise I had to just use the typed transcript.
Thank you, Jerry and Carrie.

September 8, 2007

Interview with Jerry Lynn in Berwyn, IL - Part 1 (separated into two parts)
After the AAW Show

R- Most people say you're from Minneapolis but you say you're from Coon Rapids.

J- Yeah

R- What was if like growing up in CR?

J- It was boring.  Coon Rapids was Jocksville, USA and I never was one of the jocks and at that time there wasn't a lot of-it wasn't really a built up community with a lot of restaurants and stuff like that so it was pretty boring.  They didn't even have a Taco Bell.  (laughs)

R- Well that's ok, Taco Johns is better.

J- Yeah-oh actually I like Taco Johns better but it was pretty boring.  I always wanted to start a band.  I started learning to play a guitar, wanted to start a band but none of my friends wanted to.  They just wanted to play ball so after a few weeks of learning to play guitar in my bedroom I just said forget it and go out and play ball because I was bored.  No one had the same interests as me.

R- But you did letter in sports in school.

J- Yeah.  I, ya know, I gave in and did it but I still didn't fit in with the jocks.  I never was one of the jocks but it was just hard work and I was a late bloomer so I didn't get my coordination until my last year in high school.  (laughs)

R- That's hard to imagine.

J- Oh no.

R- What did you letter in?

J- Gymnastics, soccer, basketball, wrestling and track.

R- Well, it all shows.

J- I just wanted to try a little bit of everything and in the summer I would play in a softball league and-this is gonna sound strange-tennis with a couple of buddies.

R- That doesn't sound strange.

J- At the time McEnroe was big and Conners and we'd always do our imitation temper tantrums of them if we'd miss a shot.  Then my parents couldn't afford hockey so I'd go to parks and get in on pick up games.

R- Oh I'll be sure to pass that on to my mom.  (both laugh)  She'll be disappointed but you know when you retire there's a hockey team in TN.

J- Ah, yeah.

R- The Predators.

J- I'm too old for that.

R- Nah nah, I don't believe that.

R- Ok, now this is something that I've seen your real name is listed as Jeremy on some website.

J- Yeah.

R- How did you become Jerry and drop Jeremy?

J- I was always Jerry.  Well I was just always called Jerry.  Nobody ever really used my real name.  Jerry always just stuck and I don't know…I just never used Jeremy, it sounded too official.

R- Well, that's allright.  Jerry works. (Jerry laughs)  I like Jerry.  My dad's name is Jerry.

J- Hey.

R- Ok so can we talk about some of your favorite memories?

J- Sure.

R- Ok, like your best friends?

J- My best friend, I'll just put it singularly.

R- Ok.

J- I only had one best friend-a guy I hung out with every day for just about every day for a year and a half that I lived in Atlanta when I wrestled in WCW and his name is Jeff Petty.

R- Never heard of him.

J- Oh, well we would always go to metal concerts or play video games together and all that good stuff but he was quite the character and we got along great and he even scared a lot of the other wrestlers who met him.  That was us.

R- Well, ok.  You hung out with the tough guys.

J- Oh yeah.  (both laugh)  I have to hang out with the tough guys so I don't get beat up.  (both still laughing)

R- Oh ri-right!  Ok, ok.  I understand last month you beat up on a pretty big guy.  He looked pretty tough to me tonight.

R- Before we go any further there's a question I should have started out with.  Is there anything you would like to talk about?

J- Oh just about anything.

R- Anything in particular?

J- No.  Just trying to get through life having a good time and I still can't figure out what I wanna do when I grow up.  So I don't know if I ever will grow up.

R- Well that's fine.  If you don't grow up I'll just keep coming to your shows.

J- Alright!

R- When you were younger, before you got into wrestling was there any favorite pastime that you had?

J- Before I got into wrestling?

R- Ah, when you were a kid.

J- When I was a kid?

R- Yeah.

J- It's always been video games.  I guess I enjoyed playing sports to a certain extent.  I don't know, always video games, horror movies, music, art.  I loved music because friends come and go but music is always there.

R- That's how I feel about it.

J- I love music so much because you can hear an old song and then it takes you back to a specific day when you can remember what the weather was like, you remember what mood you were in.  You can even almost smell like if you were in a bakery or something.  It just brings you back and you feel everything that that song brings back old memories that you have.

R- And your favorite song?

J-Ahhhhhhhh, boy.  I used to have a stack of 45's (uses thumb and index finger to indicate an inch or two) now I'm aging myself and every night when I'd go to bed, this was in junior high, I'd play that stack of 45's and one of the songs was Freebird.  And I always loved that song and ya know it's just an awesome song.

R- Who was that by?

J- Lynerd Skynerd!

R- I don't know them.

J- Oh My God!  (both laugh out loud)

R- Hey today I heard a song, I think I was at the Burger King for Breakfast and they were playing, I Think I'm In Trouble by Lindsay Buckingham.  Now that to me is-

J- Oh yeah when I hear Fleetwood Mac songs-certain ones, it brings me back to-I can remember those days if I hear a certain one by Boston or Styx.  It reminds me of when I was in Coon Rapids on nice summer days and I was riding to my buddy's house in the neighborhoods and someone would be working on their car in the garage and would have Boston blaring or Styx on the radio so…and then I remember when I went to one of the beaches and someone had some big speakers there on the outside of their van and had the radio station blaring.  I heard one on the beach and Ozzy's Crazy Train came on and any time I hear Crazy Train it always brings me back to the beach that day.

R- The only Ozzy song I've ever listened to is his current hit.

J-Oh that's a great song.

R- I don't go back with him but our mutual friend Mark-Mean Mark has that on his Myspace profile and it's pretty cool.

J- When that song comes up it sums up my career.  "I Don't Want To Stop."

R- Yeah well, I hope you don't.

J- Not till my body says I can't do it anymore.

R- Oh you're not ready to give it up yet.

J- Oh I won't.  Yeah well, I might run around with a taped up fork and stab people like Abdullah the Butcher.  (both laugh out loud)

R- Hey I picked up some great songs off of your Myspace profile.

J- Oh yeah?

R- Yeah a couple of Cult songs.

J- Oh yeah.

R- And then I found a few others of theirs I liked.  I have a song by Drowning Pool on mine now.

J- Ok.

R- Soldiers.  I didn't know it was about the soldiers in Iraq but I just thought it sounded like a cool song.  So I'm branching out a little, getting a little more color in my musical background. It's not just Fleetwood Mac anymore.  (JL laughs)  It's just that old habits are hard to break.

J- Yeah.

(8:15 mark of the recording.)

R- So how much time do you have left?

J- We can keep going.

R- Alright, good.  Do you remember dishes that your mom used to make?  Dishes that you loved?

J- Actually, oh, what do they call it?  Shepherd's Pie.  I don't know what we called it but you know you had hamburger and green beans on the bottom and a layer of mashed potatos on the top.

R- Oh yeah.

J- That was one of my favorites.  And every year we canned fruits-cherries, peaches, crab apples, made applesauce, jellies and I would have to-I said have to then, but it was a good learning experience.  I would help her with the canning and then baking.  She always had me help her bake cookies, bake cakes and stuff and she would get mad because her cakes would fall and mine wouldn't.

R- So what's your specialty?

J- Oh, I don't really have a specialty.  I'm not a good cook.  I'm not a good cook at all.

R- Oh!

J- I make a good omelet.  How's that?

R- Ok.

J- I make a mean omelet.

R- Ok, well you have to be good at something.  Alright well what about say-family vacations?

J- Um…

R- Good memories?  (he hesitates)  Or did they go on vacation and leave you at home?

J- We'd never really go on vacation. Oh when we'd go on some uncle's farm up in North Dakota.  And for us it wasn't a vacation because they'd wake me up at 5:00 in the morning and I'd have to go get the animals and do all the chores.  It wasn't really a vacation.  (I was laughing at poor Jerry)  But it was a good learning experience, you got to go learn how really hard farm life is.  You know then you hated it but now I look back and it's, you know, it's a good experience.

R- Well…ok, I guess there's something to be said for it.  You never went camping or anything?

J- Yeah I think one of the only times-we only went camping once or twice and the one time the people we went camping with their dog bit me and they had to put the dog down so-

R- Oh no!

J- I felt bad about that.  But otherwise we didn't go camping much.

R- So you just went up on the farm and worked.

J- Yeah.  But later on in life I got to go see the Grand Canyon.  You know and then with wrestling I got to go see different parts of the world.  A lot of times you don't have time to see it but once in a while you get to see stuff.

R- Now you get to go to Berwyn, IL.

J- Yeah.

R- And you're still the reigning champion!

J- Of course.

R- That's great. (he laughs hard)

J- I think this is the only Eagle's Club I've ever been in.

R- So, do you know who Phil is?  He runs the AAW Myspace profile.

J- Oh yeah.

R- I talked to him just a minute afterwards and he said it looks like they might have to get a bigger place now.

J- Oh well that'd be great!

R- Sure I just found out how to find this place.  Just figured it out.

J- Mapquest!

R- Well, I did Yahoo.com and it worked perfect.

J- Good.

R- The only time it's ever worked out you know but of course you don't have to worry about that do ya?

J- No.  That's why I like working indies because they pick ya up at the airport and drive ya around.  (I was laughing at that and I'm guessing that's what he said)

R- Well, this is true.
