Jerry Lynn Interview: Talks about future with NWA TNA, Credible feud, MLW


Reported by Adam Martin of WrestleView.com
On Tuesday, November 25, 2003 at 12:27 AM EST

Alan J. Wojcik of http://alanwojcik.tripod.com sent in the following:

JERRY LYNN is a former ECW World champion, NWA World tag team champion (with AJ Styles and Amazing Red,) CWA-TN (Columbia Wrestling Alliance) champion and NWA: TNA X champion. He has worked for CWA (Jarrett's/Lawler,) WCW, WWE and WWA. He has recently worked for MLW where he became the Evil FN Show partnering with "Fallen Angel" Christopher Daniels and the "Sinister Minster" James Mitchell. Mr. Lynn was working for NWA: TNA but he left after an incident with Don Callis. This phone interview took place as Lynn was traveling to Canada on November 21, 2003. 

Alan Wojcik: Was wrestling part of your childhood and who were some of your favorites?

Jerry Lynn: I began watching when I was six. I grew up in the Midwest. Some of my favorites were Baron Van Raschke, Mad Dog Vachon and the Crusher. In the mid 80s I got cable and saw it all, from the WCCW Von Erich-Freebirds feud and my all time favorite "Hot Stuff" Eddie Gilbert. 

AW: Did you have any careers or jobs that you would like to share with the fans?

JL: I had so many I might not remember them. I worked in the parts department of an auto dealership. I worked in countless warehouse jobs, I laid underground telephone cable, and I was a glazer, which is someone that's puts windows into high rise office buildings. I worked in a casino and that's all I can remember.

AW: What led you to training under Brad Rheingans and what did the training consist of?

JL: It was grueling and repetitive. You get better by doing things until it becomes instinct. It was 3 hrs a day, 4 days a week for 3 months. It was pretty rough. 

AW: Who was your debut match against and what do you remember of it?

JL: My debut match was at a little indy TV taping, I wrestled in three matches that night. The first match was a tag match against the Terminators, two big guys from Minneapolis. I was scared to death.

AW: How did you come up with your finisher the cradle piledriver and was it always your finisher?

JL: I didn't have one before I came up with it with the help of Nova. I couldn't think of one when it came about. Nova remembered the Dynamite Kid used it in Japan. I tried it one night and the people like it. 

AW: You began to get noticed working for the CWA run by the Jarrett's and Jerry Lawler.

JL: I remember there was lots of driving the same show loop. Saturday morning there was TV in Memphis then Saturday night in Nashville, Tuesday in Louisville, Wednesday in Evansville, Indiana, Thursday and Friday you might have had a house show in Arkansas or Mississippi.

AW: After your run with CWA you headed back to the upper Midwest region where you competed against two high fliers named Sabu and the Lightning Kid AKA 1,2,3 Kid AKA Syxx AKA Xpac AKA Sean Waltman.

JL: Lightning Kid and I beat the hell out of each other for about two years trying to get ourselves known. Getting in with Sabu was different because you never knew what he was going to do. It kept you on your toes and kept it challenging.

AW: How did you join WCW as Mr. JL?

JL: I had been going to Japan quite a bit and saw these really cool masked gimmicks. The Power Rangers were hot at the time so I thought I would come up with a similar outfit. I sent pictures and a video of me working it to WCW and they said it was what they were looking for. Then they slapped the name on it and it killed it instantly.

AW: What was it like to wrestle Sabu on Halloween Havoc 1995, your first PPV?

JL: It was great. My first PPV for a big company made it an exciting night.

AW: What led you to ECW and Paul Heyman's?

JL: After my WCW run I had a tryout match with Taka Michinoku for WWF. Paul saw it on TV and had Chris Candido give me a call. I was going to do a couple of shots for him. When Chris picked me up at the airport he told me Paul wants me for all the shots.

AW: Was there a locker room leader of any kind and how did it differ from WCW's locker room?

JL: I don't know if there was one leader. You had Taz, Shane Douglas and Sabu but there wasn't one particular person. The ECW locker room was different from any companies because it was non-stop entertainment. You knew you were going to be thoroughly entertained each night.

AW: You just brought up Taz and Shane Douglas. You got into the ring with them early on in your ECW tenure.

JL: It was fun because everyone has a style they work, especially those two. It was a challenge to put together a match with each of them.

AW: You then went into tag teams with Chris Chetti and Lance Storm. What led to these teams?

JL: Probably because they didn't know what to do with us (laughs.) Some nights Paul would show up at the building, pull a pad out and say, "What are we going to do tonight?"

AW: What was it like to be in the ring against Bubba Ray and Devon Dudley?

JL: You never knew what those guys were gong to do. I wrestled against them with Spike Dudley as my partner in Ft. Lauderdale and after that match I couldn't stand up straight for a week (laughs.)

AW: At Cyberslam 1998 you wrestled former NWA FL champion "Dastardly" Danny Doring.

JL He was fun but I felt bad because I think I stiffed him a couple times. Usually I am good at not hurting people. Danny and I became good friends after that night.

AW: Was the "Its Not Seinfeld" show the first time you hooked up with Justin Credible in a ring?

JL: I don't remember if it was that show or not. I think we debuted in the ECW Arena against each other. We clicked right from the get to. He was always fun to wrestle and lots of people don't give him enough credit for his skills.

AW: Most fans will remember you from your epic feud with Mr. Monday Night, former ECW TV champion Rob Van Dam. Was RVD difficult to work with him due to his unique style?

JL: How can I put this? I think if people say that certain guys are hard to work with they have to realize something Brad told us in training. You need to adapt to the other persons style. RVD and I gelled right away, I just had to learn to protect from not knowing where those kicks were going to hit (laughs.) We wanted to come up with matches that made the people pop and I think we succeeded. 

AW: What's it like to be in the ring with Tajiri, your opponent at Cyberslam 1999?

JL: He's the same way with the kicks. Matter of fact there were three of them in that match that nearly knocked me out. Otherwise he's alright. 

AW: How much do feel ECW changed when the TV deal with TNN came to pass?

JL: I guess it changed a little because there was political crap between them and Paul about what they couldn't allow on the network. I had a title match with Justin in Pittsburgh. At the end of the match their monitors went to a small screen so they could advertise football. There were little things like that going on, Paul would piss them off and they would retaliate. We weren't a long term thing because they were experimenting to see how wrestling would do on the network. We were the number one show so they dropped us and gave Vince 110 million to jump from USA Network.

AW: Did you find any humor in The Network group headed by Don Callis, then Cyrus, and Steve Corino?

JL: I found them funny to watch. Half the time that stuff would be shoots with our relationship with TNN.

AW: On 8/22/2000 you teamed with Tommy Dreamer in the ECW World tag title tournament. When I interviewed Simon Diamond and Johnny Swinger they had good thoughts on the finals match where the four of you met up against Tajiri and Mikey Whipwreck.

JL: It was different because I am not a tag team wrestler. Tag matches are a challenge because you need all four people on the same page all of the time. 

AW: On October 1, 2000 you became ECW World champion by beating Justin Credible in Minneapolis. 

JL: I was always happy when I got to the building and saw I was wrestling Justin. That night Paul didn't want to put the title on me. Justin talked him into it because it was good business. Obviously a month later I lost the title to Steve (Corino.) it was a big moment to win the title in Minneapolis, I got the loudest ovation ever.

AW: When I interviewed Steve we talked about the November to Remember PPV and that title match. What was your reaction when they told you the belt is leaving you and this is the match it's going to happen in?

JL: I didn't like the layout of the whole thing. I rather have dropped it in a singles match. I don't think the fans liked it either because some of the merchandise people told me after Justin and I were eliminated people began to file out of the building. I always liked working with Steve; he always had heat built up.

AW: In December the Dudley Boys came back to ECW. Did you know then that ECW would be ending a few months later?

JL: At that time lots of guys were one to two months behind in pay. My hopes weren't too high. I should have jumped with Lance went to WCW (laughs.)

AW: Probably the most asked question in interviews, what are your thoughts on the demise of ECW and any final thoughts on Paul Heyman's? 

JL: ECW should still be going today. I don't think Paul had any intentions on keeping it going. He made some bad business mistakes and brought in some bad people. I think Paul was under the WWF payroll and was booking for Vince the whole time. Like I said he would show up for us and pull out the pen and paper and say what are we doing tonight? You would see the same stuff we did show up on WWF TV. I don't think there were any long term plans despite the big houses we were working in front of, they were better than WCW's. We were the number two in the business there was no reason we should be running. Someone was pulling money out of the till and bled it dry.

AW: What led you to the WWE and what were your initial impressions of Mr. McMahon and Jim Ross?

JL: After ECW went under I called Jim to see if there was any interest and had a meeting with them. I had a business-like relationship with him. I didn't get to know Vince that well but he was very busy at the time. In WWF they're not there to make friends they're there to make money and if you're not written in you won't last long. 

AW: How did the WWF locker room differ from ECW?

JL: Obviously it wasn?t as laid back and as fun as ECW?s because everyone was jockeying or position and schmoozing the road agents. Everyone wants to make a dollar. No locker room will ever be as much fun as the ECW locker room.

AW: In April 2001 you won the WWF light heavyweight title from Crash Holly then lost it to Jeff Hardy that June. Any memories of the title reign and why do you think the writers couldn?t come up with anything for Jerry Lynn?

JL: I think it was a load of crap. They come up with the most ridiculous sh@# for anyone. It was political and someone didn't want me there. There was lots of tremendous talent there and they don't let the guys show it. If you're not one of the superstars then they don't want you to outshining them. Jeff was easy to work with.

AW: Is it true when you were working for WWA that Jeff Jarrett approached you about being part of NWA:TNA and what did you think of the weekly PPV concept?

JL: Jeff and Jeremy (Borash) asked about it and I said yes right there. I initially thought it wasn?t a bad idea. You are getting 8 hours of TV that priced out to a one WWF PPV. The bad thing was there wasn?t a WCW or ECW anymore. The fans were used to buying three PPV?s a month. Since there was one PPV a month for a while they bitched about the price of TNA even though they were paying more before TNA came around. 

AW: When TNA began you were teamed with AJ Styles and became NWA World tag team champions. What did you think when TNA made you a team and also in a feud with AJ? 

JL: After a while it seemed like too many teams were built then split. I liked the whole angle because it means you're in an angle and not taking bumps for nothing in meaningless matches.

AW: You cut some promos on AJ about the business. Were they shoots directed at him or at the business as a whole?

JL: They were a shoot but not towards him. They wanted me to make it a shoot and I think the fans went with it. I talked about what I had gone through up until that point in my career.

AW: Not long after you won the belts, they were held up and you joined the X division, which the fans seem to enjoy. What do you think of the specialized X division?

JL: I like the idea. It wasn't meant to be a weight division but more a style of wrestling, kind of like lucha libre but more acrobatic.

AW: During this year you got to re-heat the feud with Justin Credible during his TNA tenure. But it seemed to end before it began.

JL: Well that was a big joke. I told them I wanted to stretch it out to build from the ECW history. TNA told me it would last three months. Well by the time we got to the first match I knew it was over before it began. They gave us six and a half minutes and that included when we went over the rail and brawled into the crowd. The next three matches were gimmick matches and that was it for the feud. It wasn't given a chance.

AW: Many fans know from watching the PPV show you were run out of the building by Don Callis. What is your status with NWA: TNA?

JL: I didn't understand the whole quitting angle they wanted me to do. As you said they had Don was suspending me and then I would bitch about not getting a pay day. Then I wrestled and then left right after the match and quit. Why would I quit after bitching about not getting a payday? I didn't know it was a quitting angle, I think they tricked me into it because they told me I was going to leave frustrated not quitting.

AW: Let?s move onto MLW. How did you join MLW and what were your initial impressions of Court Bauer?

JL: He called me up out of the clear blue to work for him. I was on every show. He had a stacked line up and was flying people in from all over, including Japan and Mexico. That could have led to his current financial troubles but he had such a big overhead at the outset.

AW: What did you think of becoming the Evil F'N show and a heel for the first time in your career?

JL: I guess he wanted me as a heel since no one beside WWF had ever done it. The problem with turning me heel was both groups just brought me in as a heel with no rhyme or reason. The fans had no reason to hate me. If they had bought me in as a face and then turn against an established face, the fans have me as a heel. It was hard to pull off. I don't mind being a heel but I am used to be a face. It gave me a chance to learn both sides of the spectrum.

AW: What did you think of being paired with "Fallen Angel" Christopher Daniels and James Mitchell, the Sinister Minister?

JL: It was fun. You had these different personalities to work off of in your interviews.

AW: You were Paul London's last MLW opponent before he, as you said in a promo, "sold his soul to sports entertainment." What did you think of Paul's ring work?

JL: I think we had one match in Orlando. I did an X division train wreck with him. I could feel in the few minutes we were in together at TNA.

AW: After Paul left for WWE, you got in with the "Notorious 187" Homicide.

JL: Homicide was fun because he re-ignited me a flame under my ass for the first time in a while. He brought out the aggressive side in me.

AW: When I saw you at the 10/30/03 TNA taping we talked about MLW postponing their Jacksonville show. What do you know about the future of MLW?

JL: I have been told absolutely nothing. I first met the people behind the financial department at the first Orlando show we ran I knew there was trouble, they were from ECW. (Interviewer note: see www.mlw.com for reloaded show information)

AW: Many people might not realize you are a big music fan. What is the best show you have ever attended?

JL: That's the hardest question of the day. Let me think about that. (Jerry pauses to think.) I've seen many death metal shows. (Interviewer note: Please forgive me if I get band names wrong.) I saw Goldcore and Inhalation when I was in Houston for WrestleMania. I saw the Death Across America tour which had Vader, a Polish band, and got to introduce Dying Fetus when they took the stage. I saw Slipknot when they played Atlanta. In NYC I saw Dark Funeral and Cryptopsy. One of the best big names was Testament when they played Minneapolis. Those were all good shows.

AW: Are there any bands you are looking forward to seeing in concert?

JL: Another hard one man. I can rattle some of them off. Black Dahlia Murder, Rimfist, Immortal and Mortician come to mind.

AW: Time to get retro. Can you name some favorite opponents?

JL: Lance Storm, Chris Candido, Mikey Whipwreck, Justin Credible, AJ Styles, Low Ki, Chris Daniels.

AW: Was there anyone you said I got to wrestle who???

JL: The one name that comes to mind is Vincent (WWF's Virgil) and that was the day I got fired.

AW: What's your favorite arena to work in?

JL: One that has air conditioning and showers.

AW: You're not getting of that easy.

JL: It's true. Every time I find out there are showers I am thrilled.

AW: I meant name some arenas that you liked to wrestle in.

JL: For atmosphere sake the ECW Arena when it was packed. After a while you don't have favorites, you have favorite crowds because everyone is different.

AW: Past or present, please name your dream opponent.

JL: "Hot Stuff" Eddie Gilbert because he was my favorite. As for someone still alive it would be X-Pac, since we had such good chemistry.

AW: Since you are a fan of wrestling, what do you think of the current WWE product?

JL: I think it's horrible. It's not about wrestling anymore; it's about creating wacky characters and storylines to sell the toys and video games.

AW: What can the fans expect from Jerry Lynn in the coming months?

JL: I am trying to get as much indy work as possible. I don't see TNA bringing me back since I had such good matches, everyone is afraid of me. I have been fired by all the big ones minus ECW (laughs.) Hopefully I can get a deal with Zero-One or maybe I will get a regular job and wrestle on weekends.

AW: Do you have a website plus how can promoters contact you for bookings and do you have criteria you follow when accepting bookings?

JL: I don't have a site at the moment; I'm not ruling one out in the future. Promoters can contact me as darkoverlord001@aol.com. I am pretty laid back. Just pay me and don't cancel the show.

Thanks to Jerry Lynn for his time. For information on NWA:TNA log onto www.nwatna.com. MLW can be seen at www.mlw.com.
