Draft 1 of my yet to be named manifesto

And it came to pass that I understood the fallacy of organized religions and their attempts to shape an individuals beliefs and faith.  That there are countless individuals like myself that believe as I do that cannot be represented by any organized religion, because once it becomes organized…it becomes corrupted.  Perhaps not  intentionally, but by the nature of any institution, with an agenda, and being organized by faulty peoples.  

But still I squandered in doubt as to the meaning of it all.  And I prayed to whomever the power was to please show me the way.  I asked to see something that in my heart I felt was false, but still I asked.  “Please let Christ into my heart, please show me if the book of Mormon is true, if there is someway in which I am supposed to show my submission to you, just show me how.  As if this Being which created all that is, is somehow fulfilled by each one of us bowing down before it.  No, that is purely a human notion bred from our feelings of inadequacy, and inability to control the ebb of things in the universe.  Our way of showing how inferior we feel in the giant scheme of things.  Understandable as that is, I cannot justify it. Insignificance does not equate to worthlessness.

There exists within each of us a spirit which is unique to each of our senses of being within the world.  It is a unique state that comes with our consciousness of self.  It can be a wonderful feeling to know that we are alive, and a helpless and anxious feeling to know that we are mortal.  Not knowing where we stand in the universe can lead us to attempting to find our place, our purpose.  And it is apparently unacceptable to a very great number of us to not know, therefore at a subconscious level we desperately seek a meaning, this is found in religion.  It must be clarified that there is a distinct difference between religion and the truth of our existence (i.e God).  It is not acceptable to give up the search for meaning by accepting some elaborately constructed false version.

So what did my introspection, prayer, and search for the truth yield?  Somewhat of an understanding of the reasons why people turn to organized religions.  A belief that there is truth in some of what each religion stands by, but that it is muddled in the midst of all the lies and false stories designed to promote peoples agendas, social norms, social taboos, and concepts designed to maintain a status quo…..among other things.

Peripheral thoughts.

I am sure there must be a god.  And I am almost equally sure that all organized religions are a hoax.  Perhaps god has programmed in us a universal morality, which we ought to follow.  But that part of our programming is challenged by other  wilder sides of us.  But we ought to attempt to follow that more important programming.  This issue of morality, or as I like to think of it; existentialist ethics, must be touched upon since without a moral obligation there would be chaos, and basically there would be no way to enforce or back up any moral stance.  Of course it might prove quite the challenge to come up with a logical, objective version of existential ethics.  For now I will begin with the “ Golden Rule”, and attempt to back up the reasoning to follow that rule.  Any other proofs, theorems, and ideas that may arise as a result will be looked at as ones that must follow necessarily from the process of attempting to obtain the truth.  

The golden rule and other ethical ideas will go here.

Stewardship of this planet must be up there.

A reverence for life, all life forms, sentient or not.

We are all flawed once we get past infancy.  As we lie, hurt others, impact our environment in a significant adverse way.  Maybe we ought to attempt to become as we were in our early early childhood.  Kind of like the Tao of Pooh.

Of course can’t think right now …too much drama !!!  And crying babies make me crazy and tired.

There must be some important things that are the essentials of a manifesto.    There is no reason whatsoever to believe that any one religious representation of the truth is better than another, more true than another, or more inspired by God than another.  Geography seems to be the greatest factor involved in determining the likelihood of ones religious preference.  If I were to have been born in Saudi Arabia chances are I’d be rebelling against Islam, If I had been born in India I would probably be rebelling against the caste system,  the many gods, or something of that nature.  Geography has determined that I must rebel primarily against the Christian representation of truth.  It is not a personal campaign against Christianity.  All religions make the same mistake of attempting to provide versions of the truth which they cannot possibly back up.  They aim their followers in a direction which will help continue the prosperity of their institution.

I am at a loss as far as explaining what goes on in a person’s mind when the big faith thing comes into play.  

After many years of searching, more probably than any individual that I know, I have drawn several conclusions.  That feeling that people get, the sense of peace, calmness, serenity that some attribute to being touched by god, I find to be something that most of us probably feel.  However it seems that different things trigger that response within different people.  

What speaks to me has never been the god called Jehovah or Jesus.  Nor Allah or Bhudda for that matter.

It has been a love of life.  A feeling  of connection to people or to the earth around me.  I feel no anger, resentment, jealousy or any bad feelings.  Only love, happiness, and peace.  It is at that point where I feel most understanding and accepting of everything good within the world.  That everything good happens to be anything which is pure and not harmful to the peace of the rest of the world

Meaning in life?  

Do something nice.  Maybe the concept of obtaining enlightenment has some merit.  Worth investigating.  I get irritated and insecure, act like a jerk, become insensitive, and other yucky stuff.  What is that big crane over by the Narrows Bridge?

The Mormons have come to see me a number of times. Not much headway seems to have been made.  They did not show up for their last scheduled meeting.  I wonder if it’s because they realized the lack of progress being made or if they forgot or were inescapably detained elsewhere?  No matter I guess,  though I did somewhat enjoy the discussions.  The universe keeps expanding and expanding!?   I cannot believe that they could have faith in such an absurd idea.  Yesterday I heard this fella say, “There is only one god, Allah, and Muhammad was his final messenger.”  I doubt that is true either.  

There are so many man made ideas out there with supposed answers to the great mystery of life.  They apparently have many purposes.   Some of those ideas help quill the fear of death and eternal nothingness, granted a scary thought.  Some of them help people feel a sense of relief at having very limited control over the things affecting our lives. We can do nothing to prevent that earthquake or hurricane that devastates us.  We seem unable to do anything to stop the cancer that kills so many at such a seemingly young age.  Sure medicine and science makes breakthroughs and shows limited success at battling some of the diseases and natural disasters, but in large part we are at the tender mercies of mother nature.  No one wants to call it chance because that leaves us feeling absolutely helpless.  If we can look towards a higher power at least we can feel like there is someone or something that has the power to help us out.  Comforting isn’t it?

Before science understood and made known the truth about the origins of solar systems, including our own, The holy bible assured us that the earth was created in seven days in the not so distant past.  Now we know that the earth is just slightly older and the chances of it having been created in seven days are between slim and none.    

Food is one of the great simple pleasures in life.  Unfortunately not everyone has the luxury of being able to enjoy this in the same way that most Americans do.  Before us consumer crazed folks get all our superfluous shit, the rest of the world should get their essentials.  You know, food, healthcare, shelter, clean water and air.  Then we can get our designer suits, jet skis, Ford Excursion’s, and Viagra.

Right now I am somewhat annoyed at the upcoming loss of what is my only solitary time(alone time), my fairly quiet, peaceful drives to work in the early morning.  I will still have swing shifts I suppose.  We kinda could use two cars, however that would be subject to the rules of my superfluous shit not coming before the rest of the folks essentials.  But this is just a tangent. Healthy mind and body, synergy.  If one does not have a healthy body than the mind cannot work at an optimal level.  So taking care of ones body is of prime importance.

Music and the arts may have some higher value and importance than is generally recognized.  I mean the affect they might have on the human spirit.  The human spirit seems to be the greatest thing..and the worst thing.  Meaning, it is the human spirit which is so remarkable, which makes our lives apparently of such value.  Our consciousness, compassion, love and hate are as much of a miracle as physical existence itself.  It is what makes the earth so special, that we can appreciate it.  At the same time it is that human spirit which seems to be killing this planet.  It is the antithesis of compassion and love which make us so horrible.  Hurting, killing, conquering, greed.  These are all what makes us so bad.  Perhaps a necessity to allow the presence of the good us.  Cannot have one without another.  An unfortunate consequence of our consciousness.  The good must come with the bad in order to allow the other to exist, to give the other definition.

One of the key ingredients to attaining optimal spirituality for the enjoyment of life is to maintain perspective.  Of course this is easiest if you are me.  Meaning if you are in a position of good mental and physical health.  Having all the food you need, and proper health care.  So I guess in order to make things fair we’ve got to try and at least get everyone in the world fed, sheltered, clothed, and access to proper healthcare.  That’s a start I guess.  For now I’ll work on philosophy, then once that’s accomplished then we’ll see if we can help the rest of the world.  I don’t feel happy right now.  Disillusioned, discontent.

Just a phase I’m sure maybe.  Lyrics. Purity.  Attributes.  Clarity floundering where am I going where have I been where am I now?  Whims, useless desires.  Something concrete.  I we want so many things, mostly physical, but what we really need is all we really need.  Those things I mentioned earlier, and companionship, love, friends, trust, honesty, humor…..food health shelter.  That must be all.

There is a bit of truth in them all. 

 Clarity yields introspection

Introspection  leads to criticism

Criticism    depression

Depression reveals others

And others are much worse off

And finally clarity again….perspective

So if I know where I stand, then why am I still wallowing in my own bitterness…..for lack of a better word?  Chaotic insecure delusions 

To thine own self be true!  And to others it will follow.

Love yourself….and to others it will follow

Free yourself of hate….i've heard its baggage

Fill yourself with compassion, there are so many that need it

And it might come back to you when you need it.

My butt is asleep…..so is my head I think.

Expectations …………..

Are trouble

The chief cause of pain

Expectations are not ambitions

Ambition without expectation

Try for it……but don’t expect it

Try to make it last….but don’t expect it to last

Try to make myself loveable       but don’t expect to be loved

America conservatism is so repressed

Don’t be human repress your humanity

Don’t talk about it cannot let our kids know what the real world is like

Put blinders on them, mold them into what we want them to be, 

don’t let them grow into their own.  It might not be what you want

be like me or be damned… its gods way you know.

You have freedom of choice, its just that if you don’t choose this your damned

What a choice, maybe choose not to play the game at all.

How many words now?

I guess that old one, 

If you don’t have anything good to say, then don’t say anything at all    

Does have some merit after all.  Too much self involvement at the moment to work on anything cosmic.

I think that grabbing a bit from many of the worlds religions and including philosophy and sociology and psychology mixed with a strong sense of moral obligation, selflessness…etc etc could go a long ways towards fixing the problems in the world, and towards individuals increasing their happiness and satisfaction with life.  The concept of Nirvana or enlightenment has much merit, although it might be a pursuit that can never be realized, the notion is very noble and could do our materialistic culture a lot of good. 

It’ s been  a good while since I’ve delved into the world of my manifesto.  This world is hopeless, don’t know if the bad outweighs the good.  The good people don’t have a prayer of changing this unstoppable juggernaut. Bob said, “you ain’t worth the blood that runs in your veins”.  

Being that the election of our next president is less than a month away I guess that political issues might come to bare.  Tis doubtful that there are any honest politicians.  Sound political policy, woman’s reproductive rights, taxation, economics, education, welfare, healthcare, military, gun control, so much to do so much to say.

What do I believe the governments role should be?  Why are all these military conservatives that I work with all for a smaller government but a larger military?  They say the government should do as little as possible…until they need the government to do something for them!  Who better to run our nation?  Corporations or governors???  Well regardless corporations tell all of our governors what to do.  Red Red wine.  

Hmm….”establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare…liberty… prosperity.”  As per the constitution.

Do Christians claim that god/jesus loves all of us in the same type of way that humans love?  If so, how can god/jesus sit and watch his innocent suffering children?  It must just kill him.  To sit and watch them suffer, and to know that he/she can do something about it….but doesn’t because it might somehow upset the equilibrium of our “free will”.  Well please do explain to me how just not letting children suffer outrageously would effect our free will.  AND if god has just set into motion the mechanisms of mother nature and mankind and does not get too involved, how is he/she a god that has any bearing on our life.  So that makes him creator, but not active in our lives.  And WHY does he perform miracles for these people who have witnessed “miracles”, but not for millions of others?  I know….because he doesn’t!!!!!!

The notion of answering prayers and performing miracles is such a crock of shit.  But I guess it makes a lot of folks feel better, safer, more special.

I want to believe in something greater than me, in a meaning in life, and a god that cares for his creations, but there is too much evil and suffering of innocents for me to believe in any of that wishful thinking.  So I can only stand by the idea that god created the universe and then left it alone. For what reason do I have to really believe that he/she plays any role in the affairs of humans? 

I voted for Nadar, I guess that I hope that our state doesn’t give all of its votes to Nadar or bush by only one vote and then the nation elect bush as president by only Washington states delegates…Then I suppose I’d feel like I helped elect Mr. lame-ass.  

Could anyone actually sit and read this unfocussed collection of thoughts?  I doubt it.  

After reading a bit on the history of Europe and the development of the catholic/christian religion and church, I am somewhat surprised that it has survived through nearly 2000 years.  What with so much corruption and division and whatnot.  

So what reason do I have to turn to christianity?  Fear of eternity in hell, feeling of obligation and allegiance to my creator, ….I can’t really think of any other reasons.  So  I can really dismiss the first one, fear cannot be the cause of true allegiance.  So I guess that leaves me with the second one.  In which case I must seek to know whether god/jesus  are my creator and savior.  And there is no reason to believe that that is the case.  Therefore I dismiss it.  If there is a creator that desires my allegiance, servitude, humbleness, etc. then I suppose that, owing my existence to them, I should give them what they ask.  But I’ve never felt compelled to that.

· Obligations as a human being co-habitating this planet with other creatures

· I feel obliged to keep to an absolute minimum the suffering that my actions might cause to others, though I do understand that in many cases there is possibly no way to avoid a conflict of interests, and therefor that my actions may sometimes have detrimental affects on others.

· Compassion being a trait that most humans seem to possess, I should seek to look out for the general welfare of other creatures if it is within my power.  If my standard of living and consumption has an adverse affect on others I should seek to avoid the practices that cause the suffering to other creatures.  

· All creatures ought to have available to them the basic necessities of life.  For human beings that seems to be a place to inhabit, i.e. shelter, clean drinking water, basic sustenance, and access to basic healthcare.  I suppose that a habitat that is free of major pollutants might be considered a necessity as well.  For animals the basic necessities might be considered a habitat free from human encroachment, human development, containing a healthy food web to ensure the proper balance of predator to prey.  Understanding that animals have different requirements for space than humans have, they should be allotted the appropriate amount of space.  Of course the habitat should be free of pollutants as well.

I suppose in order to attain some of these goals that a notion of general love and reverence for all life ought to be fostered.  Of course to think that all mankind could ever follow these guidelines is absurd, but if  we just seek to spread this to as many humans as possible surely it would benefit our planet.  If everyone just sought to truly adhere to these principles the world would be a better place.

With regards to the breakdown of the American family.  I’m sticking with the theory that the movement away from the dinner table plays some role in this breakdown.  When we no longer sit at the table with our spouse and our children and engage in good dinner table conversation we lose something very valuable.  The dinner table is a place where we can sit and together enjoy one of life’s simple, yet essential pleasures.  A good meal.  No TV to distract us, nobody running around doing their own thing, just a small portion of the day where the family can sit and chat about what’s going on in each others lives, and maybe share a few laughs.  Very valuable!  But with the kids taking their dinner to the bedrooms, the parents taking their dinner in front of the television, we are losing that very important time of bonding.

The absurdity of a couple of household items has just occurred to me.  Fabric softener, the fact that our lifestyles are so posh that we can even imagine using a product that’s only purpose is to make our clothes softer and fresher smelling.  I would imagine that the money we spend on fabric softener could be put to pretty darn good use elsewhere.  And I can only wonder what type of resources we must deplete in order to be able to wear softer, better smelling clothes.    That one element can afford to use such a product as fabric softener at the same time as another element cannot even afford food and shelter, let alone extra sets of clothing is a travesty, and a sign of how unjust this world truly is.  To think of the numerous other items that we consume that are equally as absurd as fabric softener; glade room deodorizers, windshield washer fluid, hand lotion, stereo amplifiers,  etc. etc.

01 December, 2000

Odd to think of how art touches the human soul.  The brief or long term affects that a poem, a song, a book, a movie, or a painting can have on the human soul.  Of course nature produces its own works of art.  A mountain, a sunset, the sound of a bird singing.

17 December, 2000

The Mormon’s came back again yesterday, more assigned readings, more attempts to reach me.  They seemed ill equipped to deal with my questions.  I took it easy on them but they still were not able to make any real arguments for their case.

What obligations do we have, if any, to help out our fellow brethren?  Sometimes I am presented with the opportunity to help someone out but pass it up because it might inconvenience me or just be a bit out of the way.  That is not being particularly compassionate, at least in a practical effective way.  Am I ignoring my responsibility in those cases?  This manifesto has become just a bunch of tangents.

“ I don’t question our existence, I just question our modern needs”  E.V.  hmm…

In talking to the Mormon’s a good thing does sometimes come of it.  On occasion the dialogue yields useful questions, or inspires me to redirect my thought process.  I came to the realization that if I were to get the same feeling from the bible that I get from  some really good works of literature, I would probably attribute that feeling to the bible being a divinely inspired work…however I don’t get that feeling from the supposed word of god, I get it from Corso’s poetry, Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, and May Swenson’s, The Universe.  Odd I guess.  

If there is a god that has anything to do with our universe, a god that is not evil, I do have somewhat of a possible explanation of why bad things happen, aside from what I’ve heard from christians in the past.  Perhaps there are laws other than those stated in the bible, laws of a god, which have a great affect on humans and are so set in stone that they are neither good nor bad, but just are.  Those are forces of nature.  Gravity, kinetic energy, mathematics, physics, etc.  Laws which were determined by the creator at the onset of creation, laws that cannot be broken for the good of reality.  Laws that sometimes have a negative affect on our desired outcomes.  Earthquakes, famines, etc.

28 December, 2000

Well as per Mr. Gibbs request I am adding another entry into my manifesto.  In three days I will have been on this planet for twenty-eight years.   A third of my life is over with.  I don’t feel old, I feel right around my age.  I’ve learned a lot, but I’ve still a whole lot more to learn.  Sometimes I feel quite wise and insightful at other times I cannot believe how little I seem to have progressed.  To learn from ones mistakes may be the wisest thing a person can accomplish, maybe to learn from others mistakes.  Of course for it to be of any use one must apply what they have learned, and not make the same mistake twice.  I am guilty of making the same mistakes many times; not wise.  Maybe this year I will become wiser.  Maybe not.  

What is wisdom than?  The application of what one has learned.  Insight, and good decision making.  A grasp of cause and effect, of action and consequence.

In fifty years I will probably be dead.  What then?  Do I want to live for eternity???  How can something that is eternal have a beginning?  I seem to have had a beginning, so how can I not have an end?  All other things appear to have an end and a beginning, except for the universe.  So why should humans be any different?  Damn our consciousness, it mucks up everything.  Fear of non-consciousness.

I cannot quite grasp the why of anything.  Why is there anything, why did it have a beginning?  I can grasp the continuous succession of events. Once the beginning happened it is not hard to grasp what has followed.  Evolution, some universal laws helped things develop, such  as gravity to draw all things together, form planets etc.    but how did all of that matter get there in the first place?  And what got it all to set in motion…and why?

29 December, 2000

Well I read more of that bible yesterday, and I am left wondering; how can anyone buy that crap?  My initial conclusion is that these believers must really be missing something in their life to swallow what is written in the bible.    Sure there is a great deal of wisdom in the book, but there is also a great deal of wisdom in other works of literature.  While I will not deny the wisdom contained in that book, I will surely point out that there are equally as many absurd ideas contained within as well.   Seems to me that much of the book is an assembly of many different people’s historical accounts, census’, legal mumbo jumbo, folklore, and other assorted hogwash.  

The basis of a billion’s ideas concerning our existence.  Pounded, carried around during peace and war, left by the guideons in hotel bedside tables.  Hung behind pews, swore upon, oath’s supposedly bound by it.  Millions killed to preserve it, millions killed out of fear of those who believe in the truth of a different book, millions cultures destroyed to spread the word within.  Held in one hand raised above one’s head and briskly shaken whilst preaching about what is within.  What is meant, what is to come, what has already passed, what we are to do now, and tomorrow.  You can believe it or not, but if you don’t…… enjoy hades.

Linnet just came back from the neighbors, with some reference to where the bible says homosexuality is wrong.  It came from the neighbor, not from my baby….

Thumped, referred to as its own self proof, blindly followed.  First one ever put in typeset, most published, international all time best seller.  The destroyer of uncivilized peoples, that which condones our mastery over earth.   Killed for, died for, lifestyles shaped by.  And more. 

It comes in many different colors, usually black.  Different translations, with explanations, and without.  Footnotes, italics, red lettering to emphasize actual quotes, etc. etc.  so much contained within, its shaped the last 2 millenium.

And I believe that it is all for nothing.  Jesus performed miracles, it must be true it says so in the book.  I cannot cope with reality so I am going to live by the book.

30 December, 00

"Protestantism was the triumph of Paul over Peter, fundamentalism is the triumph off Paul over Christ." --Will Durant 

“The fact is that with all that is known of Egyptian history from this time (since scholars can now read the records the ancient Egyptians with the ease of a modern newspaper), and the fact that the history of Egypt in this period is well documented, there is no evidence from the records of Egypt itself that the events of Exodus ever occurred, either archaeologically or documentarily. The reality is that if a series of plagues had been visited upon Egypt, thousands of slaves escaped in a mass runaway, and the army of the Pharaoh were swallowed up by the Red Sea, such events would doubtless have made it into the Egyptian secular record. But the reality is that there isn't a single word describing any such events.” 

 From Scot Bidstrup’s The Bible And Christianity - The Real Origins 

These are some interesting quotes I found on the gay cowboys website

This was a very interesting site with some very insightful views regarding the origins of christianity.  Unusually I found myself kind of feeling awkward about his assertion that Jesus probably never really existed.  I will provide a link to some of his materials and references, rather than repeating them here.

I also read some interesting ideas regarding the formation of Judaism and Christianity.  

So if the bible is not perfect then what basis is there to believe any of it, or any of the accounts contained within?  There are obviously some areas of the bible which don’t quite mesh.  Stories about the same event which offer different accounts, and even supposed statements by god, which differ from time to time.  For example: Exodus 20:5 and Ezekial 18:2, Jeremiah 3:2 and 17:4, John 10:30  and 14:28, Genesis 32:30 and John 1:18, not to mention the differing accounts of the four gospels.

I find myself slipping further away at times from any possible identification with Christianity, at others I feel something that compels me not to dismiss it.

06 January 01

We are parasites, humans that is.  Why would god create such a beautiful planet and then place us here to destroy it?  It is a shame that over a couple billion years this 3rd rock from the sun has evolved into such a beautiful, diverse organism, and then after about four and a half billion years a species came along that would quickly destroy what took so long to develop.   

I feel the conflict, the internal struggle between the desire to experience first hand this natural beauty, and the knowledge that our desire to experience it first hand is a large part of the problem that is sweeping over, and killing our planet.

15 January 2001

Why do I continue to let the Mormons carry on as if they had a snowballs chance in hell?  Is it because I enjoy the dialogue?  Is it because I am missing that thing in my life that all people that turn to religion are missing?  Is it because I desire to learn from them?  Perhaps I should let them know that I have decided that they are one of the billions of foolishly following sheep that have bought the shepherds false message.

I have not been saved.  My soul has not been saved.  Saved from what?   ETERNAL DAMNATION…..

So my motivation to find a truth in which I have total faith will save me is the notion that the alternative is to be conscious forever and to be placed in a state of pain, agony, unpleasantness, that is never ending.  Or is the alternative to merely no longer be a consciousness?  Which is worse?  Is this hell a place of physical unpleasantness or mental or both?  Would that be worse than not being at all?  Would one get bored in heaven or in hell? Would there be memory?  Would there be a contrast to help us appreciate or regret what we were experiencing?  Would all moments be equal in pain or pleasure or would we sometimes be happier than others or sometimes be more miserable than others?  Questions no one can answer.  

16 January, 2001

A unifying theory on reality…creation…moral obligation.  This should be the goal.  A theory which does not claim any knowledge about universal truths.  A theory that embraces all peoples need for religion or a thought process to help them get through this life.  One that is a process, not an end.  One that seeks to create order by way of its own scientific type process.  One not of an agenda for humans but of an agenda for truth and harmony.  One that embraces earth as a system and all inhabitants of earth as a part of that system, including the plants and animals and ocean and air.  One of universal human and animal rights.  No necessity for any specific gods.  Just a system for living, and not diaretics!  Time to go night night now.

18 January, 2001

My baby is growling right now as she plays with some r2d2-natrue sounds teddy bear.  Tool is playing, they are angry.  That being said, I thought a moment could be spared for my manifesto.  The Mormons are coming tonight.  In their ongoing attempts to convert me, save me, fill me with what they want.  Hogwash.  So I must read some before they come over.  Religion…Opiate of the masses.  Addiction…it feeds the needs of the masses of aimlessly wandering souls.  For what is our life worth if it is finite? And all that we are is all that we see in this present day reality.  And there is no cosmic reason for any of the good or bad things that happen to us.  No explanation, no being to save us, to shield us from the harshness of a non-caring universe.  What is the starting point?   

What is with all these clever little e-mails, forwards pointing out the greatness of god, the sacrifice of jesus?  Is it to continue to stoke the fire that is faith?  Is it needed to confirm ones belief?  Hahaha, look how clever we can be about our supposed creator.  Pathetic.  

19 January, 2001

The real which is at the heart of the universe is reflected in the infinite depths of the self.  Brahman(the ultimate as discovered objectively) is Atman(the ultimate as discovered introspectively). Tat tvam asi, That art thou.  Truth is within us.  “ When we realize the universal self in us, when and what may anybody fear or worship?”  
From, A Sourcebook in Indian Philosophy pp38

What does this mean?  With regards to god; god as god actually exists, and god as is portrayed by human conveyance.  Perhaps the same god, perhaps formless and qualityless in actuality, but seen with form and quality by humans, for how can we believe in a god that has no human qualities, no earthly form, nothing that we can identify with, therefore we must ascribe human and earthly form and quality  to him in order to identify with him.  Those qualities might be form as in body, character, as in moral, ethical, and temperance.  I suppose then that ascribing form and quality to a god is unavoidable, and if the truth is within us, then god is knowable.  Maybe.    Eastern religion to me offers so much more spice.  The four noble truths, and the eightfold path, now there is a philosophy to live by.

20 January, 2001

So this morning we watched the 43rd president be inaugurated.  George Bush Jr. , I don’t really have all that much confidence that he will do right.  But we shall see.   

In Buddhism there are four noble truths.  These truths are: (1) there is suffering, (2) that suffering has a cause, (3) that suffering can be suppressed, (4) there is a way to accomplish the suppression of suffering.  This suffering  can be traced to ignorance and selfish craving, at least that is according to traditional Indian thought.  To rid oneself from this ignorance and selfish craving is to attain Nirvana and hence to put an end to the suffering.

In Buddhism the highest good, the primary goal is to attain Nirvana or enlightenment.  At this particular moment I am not sure if that is for selfish purposes, i.e. to live without suffering, or if there is some higher reasoning.  Though it would seem that it must be an end in itself.  One requiring no further explanation.  The path to the attainment of Nirvana is the eightfold path of morality, also known as the middle way.    These eight ways are: right views, right intentions, right speech, right action, right livelihood, right effort, right mindfulness, and right concentration.  So in theory following this eightfold path should lead one to the attainment of nirvana and a life free from suffering or pain.  Somehow I doubt the ability of any human to attain a state of non-craving, and free from ignorance of any sort.  But let’s suppose that perhaps it is possible.  What then are the specifics of the eightfold path that will allow us to attain Nirvana?  

First things first.  All of these eight ways are not really so different from our western notions of morality.  So to major world religions share the same ideas of morality I’m sure.  Right views.  I think I’ve heard some of them christian coalition folks preaching about that.  However there is some merit to right views(and all the other right things)  But I can only say that there is merit in the sense of personal attainment of nirvana.  Right for one does not mean right for all.  Right views.  Very important, to have knowledge of what it takes to attain nirvana.  To know the four noble truths.  One must know the path in order to follow it.  Right intentions. One must have the desire and the intent to do what is necessary.  In Nirvana it is to renounce the world and earthly desires.  This is the desire and intent to do no harm or hurt to oneself or others.  This aspect of the eightfold path would possibly entail having the willpower to stay on the path.  Following the knowledge of the path and the intention to do everything within your power to remain on that path is the specific routing.  Right speech.  Abstinence from lies, slander, reviling , and tattle.  I would imagine that it might also include praise, compliment, and other things uttered that are beneficial and true, thoughtful, and wise.  So here we have one of the paths which is a character trait that will help one arrive at enlightenment.  Right action. To abstain from taking life, stealing, and from lechery.  Damn there goes that sexual restriction.  So no whoring around, free love, and promiscuity.   No murdering, and don’t swipe what don’t belong to you.  I am thinking that there are also a fair number of other right actions which are conducive to the path of righteousness.  Charity, kindness, hard work, modesty, among other things.  So doing the right thing is one of the keys.  That makes sense.  Right livelihood.  In making ones living one should do it in an honest manner.  Do not make a living by cheating , stealing, or doing harm.  The question being what specifically are the wrong modes of livelihood?  I can guess that prostitutes, hit men, gamblers, con artists, unscrupulous attorney’s might fit into that category.  Perhaps good doctors, a fry cook, and a berry picker are doing it the right way, as long as they are working hard and honestly at it.  Right effort.  Fairly self explanatory.  Putting forth the actual effort required to successfully follow the path.  To make all efforts to correct any bad qualities that have arisen and to prevent others from ever coming to fruition.  Right mindfulness.  Having attained right knowledge(views) when one’s mind has developed to the point of freedom from the wants and desires from those things which thwart our path.  I would imagine that it also would develop to the point of caring and concern, selflessness, truth, freedom from ignorance and other such cerebral things.  Finally, Right concentration.   This is a point of inward reflection.  When one has attained all of the other attributes and developed righteously on the path towards enlightenment.  Outward reflection and observation are laid to rest and the universal self within us is where we now concentrate.  Seeing as the truth is within us there is no where further to look.  I guess at least.  

21 January, 2001

These things constitute the noble truth of the path that leads to the cessation of suffering…Nirvana…enlightenment.

As with all religious crap these notions are riddled with great wisdom and merit, but also they must be taken with a grain of salt.  I do see that human craving, desire, and expectations are primarily what lead to suffering.  Without expectations or desires one is free to deal with the world as it is presented to them without disappointment at not getting something that had been expected.  Of course this is easy to say when I am sitting in the US at a computer free from the repression of a tyrannical government, blessed with all of the fruits of life that I could ever need…and then some.  So the question is, would this eightfold path help me if I were to lose everything, contract a horrible disease, and find myself in a dire, hopeless situation?  

23 January, 2001

I didn’t have many visions of what the future might hold when I was younger.  Perhaps that is why I am not doing anything cosmic at this point in time.  I didn’t have a lot in the way of profound thoughts either, at least not that I can recall.  So they blossomed at some point, inspired by I don’t know what.  Perhaps a course in philosophy, perhaps an inevitable result of ever changing life experience.  I have never had much real belief in a higher being, and I cannot recall ever believing that church or organized religion was the way to answering the great mysteries of life.  Maybe reading was partially responsible for the blossoming  of  yearning for truth and knowledge.  

So unless I narrow the focus here and collect my thoughts this will be an endless array of random thoughts. 

Look at the words of the Mormon testimony. They testify of the church, its authority, its scripture, its true prophet leader. No one talks of a relationship with God through Christ (As Jesus himself points to in Scripture) but their connection to God (and Godhood itself) is only to and through the LDS System. The testimony will override every bit of logic, evidence, or Scriptural truth that would challenge the faith of someone who had been brought through the mind-warp techniques above. It is the same kind of system used on POW's, the same kind used by the Hard cults, the same techniques used by the New Age mind development programs. They all use it because it works effectively upon every surrendered mind it touches.
Look at the subjects of the LDS Testimony. How can anyone irrefutably know that the Book of Mormon is true, when it defies every historic and anthropological kind of evidence. Not only does scientific evidence refute any kind of Book Of Mormon civilization, it give concrete evidence of a totally different civilization in its place. Yet, any faithful Mormon KNOWS it is true.

25 January, 2001

Well yesterday I felt kinda sad telling the Mormons that there was not much point in them coming any longer since I don’t believe for a second that their story is true.  I fail to understand how any educated person can believe that crap.  What else to do when all logical, objective evidence is contrary to?  Ah well I know, such is life.  People will believe what helps them cope with this life, and contrary to anything, no matter how overwhelming, they will turn their noses at reason if it does not help stroke their need.  Need for meaning, need for eternal life, need for forgiveness, need for someone to watch over them, need to have an answer.  So many needs to make us complete, even if we are living in bad, untrue, faith.  How much difference does it make?  If my life ends, and I am no longer.  An ending of this consciousness.  That is sad to contemplate.  To ponder my own non-consciousness…seems so unreal…but it is no reason to turn to something not true.  It is all the more reason to live life to its fullest.  Cogito Ergo Sum.  That exactly is what makes this such a precarious situation.  So is this feeling now the ”holy spirit”?  Or is it a deep appreciation of being?  Beauty and quality are what makes life most worth living.  Music, and art, theatre, nature, sunsets, pipelines of a breaking wave.  Love, conversation, companionship.  The fortune to be able to ponder these issues makes me desire life everlasting, I suppose it would be a different tune if I wasn’t so fortunate, maybe I’d even desire an end to life.  Cannot imagine that ever happening.

29 January 2001

One religion down….many more to go.  I won’t dismiss the practices of the mormons with regards to family values, however the accounts claimed in the book of mormon are contrary to what I have determined to be good judgment, and historical fact.  

“he had a lot to say, he had a lot of nothing to say…”  “jump down, get off that fucking cross, make room for the next fool martyr.”

George bush appears to be attempting to do a good job, hopefully its not all a front.  Hopefully he really is wanting to cross party lines and is not just the front man for some clever republican conspiracy..giving the people what they want to hear, but actually working on the rich people’s secret agenda.

Kallista seems to like Jewel…the musician.  Tangent, I digress.   If god exists and has any bearing on our lives why does he not show himself to all people in the same way?  Why would god be so confusing?  I suppose there are a myriad of possibilities, the first to come to mind being that he doesn’t take part in our lives.  Maybe god doesn’t desire to be too obvious,  ….for whatever reasons.

1 February 2001

They say in a foxhole there are no atheists.  How about agnostics?  If I were on an airplane that was on an impending collision course with oblivion what would my reaction be?  Where would my mind wander to?  I cannot see it crying out for Jesus.  Nor Buddha, nor Elohim.  Perhaps it might reach out for the supreme creator of all that is.  Maybe begging for a bit longer, maybe asking is there anything after this.  But I cannot see me turning to “Christianity”.  I won’t change direction…and I won’t change my mind…..credit due to E.V. for those words of wisdom.  With a finite existence….How much difference does anything make?  Sad to think, but true.  It would be like not having any continuity of memory in this life.  What would be the use of our existence if we had no remembrance of past events, of acquaintances?  Well what is the use of this life if when it is over there is no being?  Now just because I don’t care for that notion doesn’t mean its not going to happen that way, however I would sure like to find out otherwise.  To find that maybe there is some sort of afterlife…But if we have no end of existence how can we have had a beginning?  It seems absurd to think that the universe was around for billions of years prior to my coming into consciousness, but now that I’m here I will always be and always have a consciousness.  Seems more likely that my being (dasein) is merely a grain of sand that had a place for a fraction of a second ..was noticed briefly, and then disappeared never to be seen again.

9 February 2001

Time to focus.  One religion for the people of the world.  What is religion as defined by Webster?  Here:  “concern about what exists beyond the visible world, differentiated from philosophy in that it operates through faith or intuition rather than reason, and generally including the idea of the existence of a single being, a group of beings, an eternal principle, or a transcendent spiritual entity that has created the world, that governs it, that controls its destinies, or that intervenes occasionally in the natural course of its history, as well as the idea that ritual, prayer, spiritual exercises, certain principles of everyday conduct, etc., are expedient, due, or spiritually rewarding, or arise naturally out of an inner need as a human response to the belief in such a being, principle, etc.”  Pretty damn long definition.  One that is inclusive not exculsive.

11 February 2001

Realizing human potential.  What is the human potential?  The end goal, or the overall goal.  Is happiness and pleasure the same?  Are they different but closely related?  Are sadness and pain the same, or just closely related…or completely different?  Maximizing happiness, enjoyment of the experiences of life, fulfillment of the individual overall goal.  This is surely different that hedonism.  It is holistic.  It can perhaps be maximized or realized when one understands that pain and sadness is a reality that must be dealt with at times.  When it is realized that sacrifices must be made, that in order to stay on the path one must compromise certain things sometimes.  Because we are all individuals, made of different things one path, one goal, one potential is not applicable for any two people.  The great obligation of the individual is to identify what their path is, what their individual human potential is.  Once identified it must be determined what path, what actions will allow one to stay on the right path.  For example if I have identified my path as the service to others by offering myself as a physician, then I must understand the sacrifices that must be made to attain that path.  Diligent studies, resistance to things which will get in the way of those studies.  If my path is to enjoy each day in an altered state of mind, then getting high, partying, and paying no mind to things that get in the way of that is my path.  The great difficulty might be in determining the right amount of compromise.  How much sacrifice is too much?  If I attain great pleasure from sexual acts, why abstain?  Putting oneself in harms way due to std’s or causing pregnancy are two reasons to sacrifice the pleasure due to the potential difficulties.  Of course identifying precisely what the path is can help eliminate difficulties.  

If there is no universal objective right and wrong(which at this point I cannot back up) than the reason to do “right” is because the consequences of doing wrong are adverse.  Companionship is surely a goal for me, a great factor in my “path”.  Well betraying a friend, not being honest, etc. are not conduscent to keeping those friends. I have real and seen reasons for being honest and loyal.

12 February 2001

Just like economics, social interactions(for lack of a better word) works itself out, as long as it is let to follow its course without too much regulation or intervention.  And  this is the way it has worked out.  What tends to work for the overall good of society tends to be considered good, what doesn’t tends to be considered bad.  If that is the case than morality/ethics is subjective.  This follows my current thought process.  I cannot find any justification for believing that there is a universally applicable moral/ethical code.  So why do I/we believe so strongly in a right or wrong, a concrete moral code?  Some of us obviously don’t.  Social conditioning is a large factor.  Brain washing by different institution, anywhere from organized religion to schools or even television.  What has been  passed down from generation to generation is a factor.  There has been several thousand years of civilization for the moral code to develop and evolve.  Surely it is not the same now as it was in roman times, when an adult male owning slaves and having a young boy as a sexual companion were the norm.  I can find no compelling evidence that would lead me to believe that morality is objective, immutable, or handed down from a higher power.  Sometimes murder is acceptable, but usually not.  I/we want to believe that something as important as right and wrong, morality, is something more, is concrete.  But why does it have to be?  If our founding fathers are not to be held to the same moral standard as us and the excuse used of not judging out of historical context then how can anyone argue that morality is set in stone?  It’s either always wrong or it’s subjective.  Can’t have it both ways.  It has been said that change is the only constant. 

 Being a non-thinking Christian is the same thing as being an atheist.  

In the process of trying to realize each individual potential we must take into account, “the way things work” in the society in which we live.  If the path that leads to our potential is in conflict with the way of society then a compromise must be made in one place or another.  Either the way of society will be adversely affected or our path must be altered in some way.  For example; If I desire to obtain certain material belongings which I am unable to obtain the way that society deems socially acceptable, then I must stay on my path without these things, or I must violate societies rules and obtain them in an unacceptable way, that is by stealing.  If my potential is realized by conquest in business and there is an individual that stands in my way I must make a choice, to either accept the individual as an obstacle that limits my path, to   attempt to bypass the individual in a socially acceptable way, or to remove the individual in a socially unacceptable way.  Life is full of choices.  What will determine which route I take in the above scenarios?  The answer is many things.  The value that I have placed on the particular social conditioning that I have received will be one factor.  How badly I desire to attain what I deem as the end goal.  The importance I place on the reactions of the people I interact with, among many other factors.

Of course all of these things occur within us countless times, on a daily basis, and often in a way that we do not even realize.  When I decided not to run the red light even though I wanted to I exercised this process.  On a larger scale, when I decided to ignore the social conditioning placing a fairly high importance on adherence to Christianity as an organized religion I was exercising the process.  Genetic make up must play a large part as well in determining the path an individual will take.  My path seems to be to question, to use dialogue, reason, and analysis to attempt to discover truths regarding our existence.  There are of course other factors that are a part of my path.  Material possession plays some part.  Companionship plays a large part.  Seeking adventure plays a part, i.e. skiing, etc.  So have I identified my personal potential?  If I have, have I figured out the path?  I’d say not.  

Buddhism seems to best align with this idea of mine. The four noble truths and the eightfold path.  They are not identical, however they do seem more similar than Christianity.  As with any religion it does not mesh perfectly, but as with most religions that I am familiar with it does have its merits and its drawbacks.

13 February 2001

A question arises.  If one does harm to another by way of their lifestyle is it the same as doing harm intentionally?  Am I guilty of crimes against humanity for knowing that my lifestyle in some way or another takes away from people of a third world nation and yet doing nothing to change that?  I’m stretching it right now, nothing really to put down, so I’ll stop.

15 February 2001

Do material things ever yield true happiness?  What is true happiness?  Perhaps it’s just the process of acquiring these things that is fulfilling (i.e. shopping).  True happiness.  We shall turn again to mister Webster.   Words such as content, blessedness, pleasure, bliss, satisfaction, and enjoyment are mentioned.  Perhaps it is just a feeling that cannot be defined, but only felt to truly be understood.  Maybe only metaphor will work: happiness is being a grandparent.  Webster also says, “Happiness results from the possession or attainment of what one considers good: the happiness of visiting one’s family.”  After reading further under the definition of happiness I feel I must complete Webster’s thoughts.  “Bliss is unalloyed happiness or supreme delight: the bliss of perfect companionship.  Contentment is a peaceful kind of happiness in which one rests without desires, even though every wish may not have been gratified: contentment in one’s surroundings.  Felicity is a formal word for happiness of an especially fortunate or intense kind: to wish a young couple felicity in life.”  

There seems to me to be particular merit, or at least peaked interest in the contentment aspect of happiness.  Can any material thing be considered good?  Is there anything that can be considered good?  I see myself working in a circle.  If good is defined as anything that brings happiness and happiness is attainment of what one considers good we come to an impasse.  What is good then?  Well Mr. Webster has fifty or so different entries under good.  To come to any conclusions I think I must determine whether good is subjective or objective.  This depends at least to some degree on whether there is a creator that has established a moral code.  Tangents.  

Good for an individual is not necessarily good for another individual, or for the world as we know it.  It has been said something to the effect of what is good for the masses is the most good.  Or was it more along the lines of good is what yields the greatest amount of happiness for the greatest number of people?  I guess the rest of the world, animals, plants, ecosystems are chopped liver.  Unless of course unseen things such as a healthy ecosystem yields much unrecognized happiness.    That is a very definite possibility.  

Out of time and inclination now.  To be continued on the subjects of what are happiness and good.  

16 February 2001

Survival for most creatures is a struggle.  In nature, especially for predators, such as humans, it is a thin line between survival and death.  One injury in the midst of a hunt can make a predator unable to survive.  Perhaps it is the difficulty with which life(survival) comes that makes it so precious.  Humans have evolved in a way that makes us look apart from the rest of the nature.  But really we struggle the same way to get by in life.

19 February 2001

Well apparently ldschat.com cannot sustain any critical analysis of their religion, as I got booted off yesterday for shedding some light on some of the very debatable areas of the book of Mormon (bom).

Just saw Life is Beautiful yesterday it stirs in me a question which has surely been asked time and time again throughout history, especially after atrocities have been committed against mankind.  How could any thinking person, that has any notion of right and wrong, or any reverence for human life, be a participant in genocide.  How could so many of the German people have been a part of the holocaust?  Is it that the German people are just unable to think for themselves? Are they so weak minded that they were unable to see that the anti-Semitic propaganda was full of shit?    Perhaps they were so afraid of the consequences of not following along that they just did what they thought they had to.  I would hope that if I were put in that situation that I would just kill myself or attempt to be a part of the underground before committing genocide.  

Another question that arises is how could a god allow his chosen people to be treated like that?  Why would the Christian god intervene and answer so many little prayers and make all these little changes in peoples lives, but not save his chosen people from the holocaust?  What did god choose them and then decide that they weren’t worthy of his love.  He supposedly helped them out so much back in biblical times.  Helped them conquer enemies and what not.  But now they have fallen from his grace?  Answer me that god.

OK back to what is good and what is happiness. 

27 February 2001

 It has been brought to my attention that happiness may be something that cannot be described, but is a feeling.  What is good ranges anywhere from what an individual deems as such to what is best for the greatest number of people, and of course to what some almighty creator has deemed so.

It just occurred to me that happiness must be something that comes and goes, something that must be contrasted by non-happiness and pain in order for us to truly appreciate the moments of happiness that we experience.  Would experiencing more happiness devalue happiness?  Kinda like too much happiness making happiness inflation?

2 March 2001

Two days post big earthquake, three days post standard showing of pathetic, weak minded, group display of Pioneer square Mardi gras violence, and all is quiet on the home front.  I have trouble understanding what is going on or perhaps more precisely what is not going on, in peoples heads when they take part in such stupid, inhumane activities.  What makes an individual want to punch, kick, or beat another person that has done them no wrong?  What makes these groups of people want to overturn cars, and destroy property?  Surely sociology has some sort of answer for this.  I am going to initially conclude that these individuals are so weak minded that when the situation arises they cannot distinguish right from wrong at the time.  Maybe their mind detaches itself temporarily from common sense. 

I am wondering if the attainment of nirvana, if it is really possible, would somewhat take away the “spice” of life.  By spice I am referring to the bittersweet moments, the pleasure that comes from companionship.  If one is indifferent to this companionship, and cannot feel pain or sadness at the loss of the companionship, than one cannot feel the pleasure and joy of the companionship either.  This seems to me to be a factual statement.  One cannot expect to feel no pain, sorrow, or bad feelings but expect to be able to feel pleasure, happiness, and good feelings.  However minimizing the pain may be a realistic goal.

 3 March 2001

Picking and choosing.  It doesn’t work for the bible or for science.  One cannot pick and choose which aspect one desires to follow or believe while setting others aside without being to some degree hypocritical.  To choose to follow one commandment, quoting it as gods, while ignoring another one by way of your actions is hypocritical.  To reap the benefits of medical science while refuting carbon dating or quantum theory is hypocritical.  Of course we all do this to some degree.  It seems to me that to put very much merit in the bible is to put on blinders and to ignore all reason.  It was once the claim far and wide that the bible was literal.  Seven days of creation, rabbits were cud chewers, etc.  Well in light of science that far and wide has narrowed, and the rest have had to change to a view of an interpretable bible.  Well maybe one day was actually a billion years.  The new testament perfected or clarified or changed the rules of the old testament…ever changing is everything, religion included.  Apparently the rules of god are changeable.  What was applicable for the people back in old testament times is no longer applicable. Hmm   

As science has continually challenged religious claims of the nature of reality and continually proven its merits, religion has had to alter its claims and come up with explanations and clarifications of its views.  Where will things stand in a few hundred years?  Where will science have gone?  What will the religious response be if the big bang theory is proven?  The bumper sticker :  the big bang: god said bang, and it happened.? 

Why picking on Christianity?  It’s prominence in my particular society.  It is assumed by many  that when discussing religion or god that it is automatically the Christian god.  If I were in India I would surely be protesting Hinduism.

11 March 2001

Just the other day I was profoundly affected by my mortality.  My fear of no longer being consumed me.  Actually fear is not the correct description.  Profound sadness is more like it.  Sadness that all that I am, all that I feel and do will end, that this wondrous thing called life will only be experienced for a bit longer, and then no more.  How to cope with this impending nothingness?  Turn to a belief system that promises me continued existence for eternity?

My rejection of Christianity, particularly Mormonism.

The reasons are as follows:

Many of the statements and claimed translations of Joseph Smith are blatantly contrary to what I know as common sense and historical or scientific fact.  Claims of the ancestry of native Americans, supposed sightings by the people of Nephi who were supposedly on this continent about 2500 years ago, such as horses, which we have a fairly certain idea died out on this continent during the last ice age and were not reintroduced until the Spaniards come over.   Claims about the native Americans skin turning dark because of their sinful ways.  These are a few reasons that I find for doubting the validity of the book of mormon.  Revelations such as the people of Israel not finding a homeland until they accepted Christ, which have already been shot to hell by the foundation of the state of Israel back in 1948(date?).

Ignoring the rumors that I have heard about the church is not easy, though it might be more fair to.  

Joe Smith writes from an obviously eighteenth century perspective, not from a perspective of one that has been shown the ultimate truth.  

13 March 2001

So I was contacted by one of the older mormon fellas the other day, he indicated that he wanted to be my visiting teacher and a friend.  Kinda strikes me as a bit odd.  Why?  Is it to prove to himself that he can accomplish converting me?  Is it a challenge?  Is it to make up for some doubts he has about his faith?  No matter.

Material things might bring about a temporary increase in how one feels about their standard of living.   A tool for padding the periphery of happiness.  A gap filler.  So long as the gaps are smaller than the areas that are being filled. 

14 March 2001

What can be said to be good?  What can be said to be morally right or morally wrong?  Seeing as morality to some extent is culturally determined, it would be hard to nail down any specifics.  Perhaps general ideas can be said to be moral, such as to do no harm, or to help benefit someone or something.  As papa kilo would say, has said.  That which benefits ones well being over the long term is good.  That which helps bring good karma, mainly good actions.  The golden rule, do unto others.  

As I would state that idea, there is an unwritten contract with society, which we must take into consideration when ever we make any decisions.  Things which tend to mesh with our contract are good, things which don’t are bad.  I think I’ve gone over that before.   So what about the needs of the many outweigh the needs of the few?

15 March 2001

“In Germany they came first for the Communists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Communist. Then they came for the Jews, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew. Then they came for the trade unionists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a trade unionist. Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn't speak up because I was a Protestant. Then they came for me, and by that time no one was left to speak up.”

This statement is a concrete reason why one can justify positing a universal morality.  When one person is harmed, we are all harmed.  This is why we cannot sit idly back and do nothing while there are injustices occurring around us.  This is why we cannot do wrong and not expect wrong to be done back to us.  Morality starts at home.  If I want to live in a world of maximized justice and freedom, I must do my part, take the first step in working towards that, then hope that the great majority of others follow suit.  Inevitably not everyone will follow, these people will be a cause of strife and adversity.   

We have come together as a society in hopes of benefiting humanity.  The criminal justice system is a way of attempting to deal with those that do not adhere to the societal contract.  If they cannot be made to adhere through rehabilitation, then they will be removed from the society that they are unable or unwilling to conform to.
16 March 2001

Well now for my uncle shmoe’s take on everything.  Karma is out the door.  Too many bad people get away with bad things for their entire life.  Too many good people go through a life of shit, without ever getting rewarded.  Morality is what is NECESSARY in order for people to live together.  I would say that morality is the actions necessary in order to optimize the harmony of people living together.  The common themes:  murder is bad, id est the unlawful taking  of a life.  Stealing, or taking what belongs to someone else is bad.  Lying is bad, id est not telling the truth.  If we cannot trust anything that anyone has to say functioning would be made extremely difficult.  In order to be able to accomplish anything we must be able to trust that what we are being told is true.  This makes relative sense.  The vast majority of folks must adhere to these moral actions in order for the vast majority to reap the benefits of a smoothly oiled society machine.  

Now uncle shmoe did not want to ascribe any values to anything, but at this point I find that to be not doable.  

Have I come to any conclusions regarding morality and right and wrong?   At least on this planet, as we know it, there are certain things which may be necessary in order for society to function.  Is this a universal morality?  I’d say no.  Good and bad, morality are the actions which are necessary for people to live together.  Good is what allows each individual to live together with the maximum possible freedom and liberty.  Bad is what limits or creates an obstacle for individual freedom and liberty.  Of course this puts liberty and freedom in a position of being valued.  Why should liberty and freedom..and civil rights be valued?  Those ideas allow each individual to pursue a life with as little harm as possible.  

So I still cannot back up a universally applicable right and wrong, however I can back up a right and wrong based on human interaction, individual freedom, prevention of things which may stand in the way of individual or group freedom and civil liberties.  Being as it is human nature to place value on certain things, and  based on the fact that the vast majority of humans place value on individual freedom, civil liberties, human life, property, and being able to communicate without doubting every word that is uttered by other people, than I can make a claim that mankind has deemed what morality is and which actions and ideas are good and bad.  We can continue to debate what is good and bad and whether or not there is a universal morality, however it is fruitless seeing as mankind has fairly concretely determined several ideas which are unchanging good and bad, namely murder, stealing, and lying.  

There will of course be issues and actions on the periphery which are debatable, as well as things which most certainly evolve.  Drug use, and the adverse affects on society by the actions of people under the influence, abortion, the death penalty, amongst many others.  Those shall be saved for another time though.

All of the different moral dilemmas and debates which come to light most certainlt have an effect on the way society works, for example the acceptance of slavery, peoples issues with homosexuality, etc. but those are but minor issues when compared to the importance of the three big ones on the cohesion of society.  Many things will change, thankfully societies evolved to understand that any slavery is bad, as it limits individuals freedoms and civil rights.  Hopefully eventually the masses will come to see that homosexuality is not in any way a bad thing, however the constants remain unchanged.  Taking a life without just cause is wrong, taking what rightfully belongs to someone else is wrong, and blatantly and deliberately  telling untruths is depriving someone else of something very important for the fabric of society to maintain.  This of course has exceptions, as does taking a life.  White lies, lies such as telling someone you liked their food could reasonably be argued as not being bad.  However it could also be argued that overall you are doing them harm by depriving them of facts that would benefit their journey through life in society.

21 March 2001

To refocus this manifesto in some direction is my next endeavor.  

22 March 2001

We will start with justifying why value should be placed on maximum individual freedom.  The reason this must be shown is that placing value on individual freedom will allow us to justify the placement of value on certain specific moral claims.  Ensuring that these moral standards are maintained will be necessary in order to maintain maximum individual freedom.  I will show why goodness can be equated with certain actions, and badness can be equated with other actions.  

Some might argue that there is no way to justify arbitrarily placing value on anything.  Survival instinct appears to be encoded in all living things DNA.   Could one reasonably and rationally ask a computer program why it carried out the function that it is programmed to do?  We are all programmed, plant and animal alike, to do what is necessary to maintain our biological survival.  This is the point at which I will assign an arbitrary value.  There is value in allowing each organism to follow its programming.  There is value in allowing each organism to live.  Perhaps for the purpose of narrowing down the subject I will keep this focused on my own species.  The earth has evolved in a manner that includes all organisms as essential elements of the whole.  One species cannot survive without other species.  Life feeds on life, which necessitates the continued survival of all species.  Sure some species will die, and new ones will evolve. In one way or another when any species dies, the whole planet changes in one way or another.  Sometimes it might be a good change, and other times it might not.  We cannot identify what the precise fine balance is that allows our ecosystems to maintain themselves.  Therefore it would behoove us to maintain each ecosystem as much as possible in order to prevent them from being changed in a way that makes them no longer sustainable.  We don’t know where the weakest link is that sustains the chain, if we break that link in the course of our daily actions it might turn out to bring the whole thing tumbling down.  

So placing value on the whole requires placing value on individual species.  If we place value on an entire species how can we legitimately go and disregard the welfare of individuals within a species?  Using the logic that if one unnecessarily takes a life, that any number of others may unnecessarily take any number of other lives, we ought to do all that we can to prevent the unnecessary taking of any lives.  This might include by establishing laws with dire consequences for the unnecessary taking of lives, removing dangerous individuals that disregard the value for individual life and pose a further threat of challenging this law, among other methods.  Thou shall not murder. We must place value on this in order to maintain our existence not only as a species, but as an ecosystem of intertwined species.  This must be universally applicable.  We must stand by our decision to make the unnecessary taking of lives a bad thing, and the safeguarding of each individuals right to freedom from the unnecessary taking of their lives a good thing.  If a human being as killed by another human being and consumed by that individual because they are starving, than that would not be an immoral act.  Our society frowns upon it, it is considered not in tune with our arbitrarily chosen mores, but it is not immoral because life feeds on life.  If a human being kills another human being over material possession, that would indeed be immoral because the taking of that life was not necessary.  I would venture to say that it is immoral to take the life of any animal for sport or because that animal is in our way while not being immoral to take a human life in the first scenario.  Not conventional thinking, however it is grounded in a view of morality which is backed up by one simple value, the value of individual freedom in order to maintain the survival off all life, human and non-human.  

To sum up the value placed on maximum individual freedom is done by emphasizing that those individual freedoms are necessary in order to maintain all life as we know it.  As we are alive, and programmed to maintain our survival, we consciously or not value our own survival.  Our own survival is intertwined with the survival of other species which in turn is intertwined with an unmeasurable number of other species.  As we cannot identify the precise workings of all of these relationships, and as we each value our own survival at a psychological as well as biological level, we must not stray from the view that all life is valuable and must be preserved for our own survival, as well as the survival of the whole.  We must understand that the preservation of survival relies in one way or another on the feeding off of another life, however outside of that necessary taking of life, we must seek to resist any and all unnecessary taking of life.  Long winded and certainly reducible.  Next we will move onto further claims of morality, perhaps onto stealing, lying, and caring for the young, though these are obviously more applicable to humans than to other species, and will be more difficult to back up.

