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	DWS GETS two Thumbs UP
	Metro MOVERS

	Single State Audit proves what DWS employees have known all along – “We’re Good.”

     DWS employees have trimmed the fat this year, according to the latest Single State Audit. This year, the total questioned costs for all program areas combined was less than $47,000.

     That figure represents a substantially improvement from questioned costs of about $345,000 a year earlier. Executive Director Raylene Ireland pointed out that this year’s audit also included a program area that was not audited the previous year.

     “This demonstrates a remarkable improvement,” she said in a letter directed to DWS employees.

     At a meeting with the Metro office, Deputy Director James Whitaker applauded the office for its good work.

     Whitaker noted that the success of the audit probably places Utah among the top six most efficient states.

     “The results of the recent audit underscore the effort, dedication, loyalty, and steadfast devotion to duty that our employees demonstrate on a daily basis,” Ireland said. “Well done!”

     Ireland said the annual audit is performed at the direction of the Federal Government and evaluates performance in various program areas for which Federal funding is provided and the department is ultimately responsible.
	     “Indeed,” Ireland said, “We still have areas in which we can and must improve, but I want to express my congratulations and appreciation for the effort and dedication of each of you that resulted in such a remarkable improvement in only one year.”
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Office Writer Wins

Janean Justham wins award for novel; set for fame and fortune.

     Fellow Metro-an Janean Justham won the Marilyn Brown Unpublished Novel Contest last month for her novel “House Dreams.” 

     The contest, sponsored by the Association for Mormon Letters, awarded Janean with a cash prize. 

     Beyond the prize, the award may lead to publication of the novel, Janean said.

     “Basically, it's a fictional account that addresses issues of domestic violence and child abuse in this community,” Janean said.

     She had spent ten years writing and tweaking her novel before submitting it to the contest last summer. 

     Congratulations to Janean on her success and best of luck with the publication.

     In further Janean Justham news, her son, Grant, was a runner-up in the final sterling scholar competition this week in the area of computer technology.  He represents East High School.  As a Sterling Scholar, Grant won a small, cash award and a chance at some other scholarships.
	     Team Six would like to welcome two Employment Counselors to their team: Kris Ockey and Martha Jensen.    

     Kris is fluent in Sign Language and Martha is fluent in Spanish.  “We are all excited to have them as part of our team,” Carol Thornhill said.

     Tricia Cox is the new lead on Team Two.  Previously, Tricia was outsourced to Youth Employability Services in the County Building.    

     She said she made the move to Metro because she wanted to learn something new. 

     “I heard that Dimang’s Super Squad was the best in the state, so naturally, I wanted to be part of it.”    

     Amy Aldridge has been selected to replace Tricia in the YES program and will start on April 26, 2004. 

     “Please join me in congratulating Amy and welcoming her to her new position,” Carol Thornhill wrote in an office email.
     Gatt Boungnavath is back. He has been working for the Federal government since leaving his post at Metro. His job with the Fed afforded him too much spare time, so he decided to take on a second job and came back to Metro. 

      Brian Masuisui moved on to greener pastures and better benefits. Metro wishes him luck.

     Team One has a new lead. Sharon Simonson has been promoted to the position. 

      After 4 1/2 years at South County, Jasmina Cesko decided she needed something new and made the switch to Metro. She will be working as an Eligibility Counselor. 
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ROD’S 

TECH 

TIPS 
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By: Rod Austin

    I receive a lot of questions and comments from employees about improving computer and network performance in the office. Here are some tips (sarcastic, not serious) on how you can get the Information Technology crew to work for you:

1. Don’t write anything down. We can play back the error messages from here.

2. When an I.T. Person says he’s coming right over, go for coffee. It’s nothing for us to remember 3,000 screen saver passwords.

3. Don’t put your phone extension in your emails to the help desk. We need to keep an eye on the address book performance.

4. When I.T. sends you an email with high importance, delete it at once. We’re just testing the public groups.

5. When an I.T. person is eating lunch in his cubicle, walk right in and spill your guts right out. We exist only to serve.

6. Send urgent email in all uppercase. The mail server picks it up and flags it as a rush delivery.

7. When you call an I.T. person’s direct line, press 5 to skip the bilingual greeting that says he’s out of town for a week, record your message and wait exactly 24 hours before you send an email straight to the management because no one ever returned your call. You’re entitled to common courtesy, after all.

Look for REAL tips and tech news from Rod’s column in the future.    

	Horoscopes

From www.theOnion.com

Aries: (March 21—April 19)
You will hear something this week that makes you doubt the love of your spouse, but exactly why circus music has this effect will remain a mystery. 

Taurus: (April. 20—May 20)
Efficient, divine revelation is yours this week when the love goddess Aphrodite appears to you for 1.9 seconds during a round of speed-dating.
Gemini: (May 21—June 21)
You've always believed that you can judge a man by his handshakes, which is why you continue to denounce the theories of Stephen Hawking.
Cancer: (June 22—July 22)
You'll be granted the secret wish of parents everywhere when your adorable baby daughter stays that size forever.
Leo: (July 23—Aug. 22)
The stars believe that a person must make his own mistakes, but they warn you not to do anything that may, say, burn down Chicago this week.

Virgo: (Aug. 23—Sept. 22)
Personal growth looms large in your future as you are transformed into a 1,000-foot giant who blots out the sun.
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	Libra: (Sept. 23—Oct. 23)
You've always believed that the children are our future, which is true insofar as most are cruel, violent, and short.
Scorpio: (Oct. 24—Nov. 21)
You will find that one can go a long way in this world by practicing honesty, kindness, and the bizarre owl-worship ritual of the Druids.
Sagittarius: (Nov. 22—Dec. 21)
You'll achieve nationwide fame when footage of the polar bear mauling your carcass is set to "Flight Of The Bumblebee."
Capricorn: (Dec. 22—Jan. 19)
It's often a mistake to try and make learning fun, as you'll prove next week during your combined fireworks-safety/defensive-driving demonstration.
Aquarius: (Jan. 20—Feb. 18)
It won't really do you any good, but it's very stirring nonetheless when you remember the Alamo, the Maine, and Pearl Harbor during your audit.
Pisces: (Feb. 19—March 20)
You're in grave danger of planning your life around vague interpretations of the mysterious patterns that can supposedly be seen in the night sky.

*These horoscopes are not real and should not be taken seriously. 



	IS APRIL MORALE MONTH?
	SPORT SHORTS

	Two morale activities in one month? Can it be? 

     It may be less common than a blue moon and not quite as exciting as three paychecks in one month, but it is happening at Metro.

     A little late, but oh so welcome, Team Three will host March’s moral activity on April 7, at noon. The Mexican-American themed “Piñata Bash Extravaganza” will provide Metro employees an opportunity to vent frustration in a “piñata bash and mad scramble for prizes,” Thor Lee wrote in an intra-office email.

     Taking the event to the next level, Bill Bucks and administrative leave will be paired with the more traditional candy in the belly of the piñata. Extra security may be required to control

     


CUSTOMER SERVICE TIP

Submitted by Kim Reyburn

     There once was a happy little fly buzzing around a barn one day when she happened upon a large pile of fresh cow manure. Since it had been hours since her last meal and she was feeling hunger pangs, she flew down to the irresistible delicacy and began to munch out.

     She ate....

     And ate....

     And then....

     She ate some more!

     Finally, she decided she'd had plenty. She washed her face with her tiny front legs, belched a few times, and attempted to fly away. But alas, she had pigged out far too much and could not get off the ground. 

     She looked around wondering what to do about this unpleasant situation when she spotted a pitchfork leaning upright against the barn wall. She'd found a solution!! 

     She realized if she could just become airborne she'd be able to fly again. So, she, painstakingly, climbed to the top of the handle. 

     Once there, she took a deep breath, spread her tiny fly wings, and leaped confidently into the air. She dropped like a rock and splattered all over the floor.

     The moral to this sad story?

     "Never fly off the handle when you know you're full of crap."


APRIL FOOLS

By Matt Wright, Published: The Utah Statesman, March 31, 2004

     "Pish and posh - the world is lost - the fools are out again."
     Sung in England approximately 400 years ago, these words come 
from a ditty, "The Fool's Parade," which was originally written for the festival that has come down
	the hordes of sugar-starved employees.

Hungry hopefuls should bring some spare change, as each whack will cost 50 cents. Thrifty shoppers can take advantage of the bargain price of three whacks for a dollar. The money raised from the event will go toward the Employee Association fund.

     Not to be outdone, Team Four will follow with a fondue feast on April 21 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

     “We will be doing a mysterious contest full of intrigue and deep thought while feasting on fondue chocolate covered whatever you like,” wrote Bryan Bostick in the announcement email. “So come on the 21st for some fondues and fon"dont's."
through history as April Fool's Day. 
     Begun under the reign of King Edward II, April Fool's was at first a time for the general populace to forget their grieving spirits and celebrate life, albeit in a somewhat disorderly fashion. Students would skip their classes, workers would call in sick, and then everyone would run around shouting "April fool's," at their neighbors and anyone who believes anything written so far: APRIL FOOL'S!

     The real history of April Fool's Day is actually much different than this load of gibberish and, for such a frivolous holiday, stems from quite a serious event: The adoption of a new calendar.
     Though, according to wilstar.com/holidays/aprilfool.htm, some people "believe [April Fool's Day] sort of evolved simultaneously in several cultures at the same time," many people look to France in the year 1582 as the beginning of this prank-filled day.
     Prior to 1582, many countries and cultures in keeping with the Julian calendar, celebrated the new year for eight days with a large celebration culminating on April 1. However, with the adoption of the Gregorian Calendar (so named for Pope Gregory XIII) New Year's Day moved to January 1. 
     The problem was that, being 1582, communication wasn't nearly as reliable nor speedy as it is today and many people didn't hear about the switch for a few years. Additionally, many people were set in their traditions and had no desire to change. Labeled as "backward folk" and "fools" by the general populace who had adopted the new calendar, these traditionalists became the butt of many jokes and were often sent on "fool's errands" on that day. 
	DIMANG DOWNED 

    Prolific point guard, Dimang Chao, suffered a near-season ending knee sprain in a friendly pick-up game of basketball. After one down day, an armpit rubbed raw by a cruel crutch and a couple weeks of intense work related rehabilitation, Dimang is back on his feet. 

UCONN WINS TOURNEY

     The University of Connecticut won the men’s NCAA tournament, beating Georgia Tech 82-73. The Victory made both Thor Lee and Brock Stenovich happy.

APRIL B-DAYS

Melanie Hales - April 3

Bellinda Rodriguez - April 8

Kurtis Wilcox - April 11

Jeremy Seeley - April 22

Olivia Chacon - April 28

Vickie Mendoza - April 29

Jodi Hicks (Hommes) - April 30
QUOTABLES

“Always do right. This will gratify some people and astonish the rest.” – Mark Twain.

Ironic Word of the Month

Sesquipedalian – adj.
ses-kwuh-puh-DAIL-yun 


1: having many syllables : long 
*2 : using long words
New Fake Rules 

     SICKNESS AND RELATED LEAVE: We will no longer accept a doctor statement as proof of sickness. If you are able to go to the doctor, you are able to come to work. 

     YOUR OWN DEATH: This will be accepted as an excuse. However, we require at least two weeks notice, as it is your duty to train your own replacement. 

     PAY DAY: The following helpful guide has been prepared to help our employees better understand their paychecks: 

     Item Amount Gross pay $1,222.02 Income tax $244.40 Outgo tax $45.21 State tax $11.61 Interstate tax $61.10 County tax $6.11 City tax $12.22 Rural tax $4.44 Back tax $1.11 Front tax $1.16 Side tax $1.61 Up tax $1.08 Down tax $1.14 Tic-Tacs $1.98 Thumbtacks $3.93 Carpet tacks $0.98 Stadium tax $0.69 Flat tax $8.32 Surtax $2.23 Ma'am tax $1.23 Corporate tax $2.60 Parking fee $5.00 F.I.C.A. $81.88 T.G.I.F. Fund $9.95 Life insurance $5.85 Health insurance $16.23 Dental insurance $4.50 Mental insurance $4.33 Disability $2.50 Ability $0.25 Liability $3.41 Coffee $6.85 Coffee Cups $66.51 Floor rental $16.85 Chair rental $0.32 Desk rental $4.32 Union dues $5.85 Union don'ts $3.77 Cash advance $0.69 Cash retreats $121.35 Overtime $1.26 Undertime $54.83 Eastern time $9.00 Central time $8.00 Mountain time $7.00 Pacific time $6.00 Time Out $12.21 Oxygen $10.02 Water $16.54 Heat $51.42 Cool air $26.83 Hot air $20.00 Miscellaneous $113.29 Various $8.01 Sundry $12.09 -----

Net Take Home Pay = $0.02 

     Thank you for your loyalty to our company. Have a nice week. 
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PILLOW FIGHT!





Sanpete County residents teamed with students from Snow College to set a Guinness World Record for largest pillow fight. 1500 people participated on March 24. Sanpete County is home to both Kim Reyburn and Jeremy Seeley.
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YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!!!!!!!





     FREE   


ADVERTISING





Single? Giving stuff away? Want to straighten out that office rumor once and for all? There’s always room in the Messenger.








