Loveridge, Jenny
English 481

May 13, 2004

Snow-White Also Known As Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

Snow-White is a well known folktale written down by the Grimm Brothers, Jakob and Wilhelm.  The story was later taken and made into movies, probably most notably by Walt Disney in the mid twentieth century.  The skeleton of Snow-White may be considered intact, but not much more than that.  I am going to tell the Grimm Brothers folktale as well as compare it to the Disney version and I will tell how they are similar, but mainly how they are different.  


The Grimm Brothers wrote a fairytale about a queen who was working on her embroidery one winter day when she pricked her finger and three drops of blood dropped on the snow and she wished for a daughter as white as snow, as read as blood, and as black as her ebony embroidery frame.  
Not long after that, she got her daughter with skin as white as snow, lips as red as blood, and hair as black as ebony.  Snow-white was the name of that daughter, but the queen died in childbirth.  A year later, the king remarried a beautiful woman who desired to be the most beautiful and she would not stand for anyone to be more beautiful.  
The queen even had a looking-glass that was magical which she asked who was the fairest in all of the land.  It always told her that she was the fairest of them all, that is until Snow-white became seven years of age and her beauty surpassed that of her stepmother.  The queen was shocked; she could not stand for someone to be more beautiful than she, and so she eventually sent the huntsman to kill Snow-white and bring her heart back for a token.  
When the huntsman went to kill Snow-white, she pleaded for her life and so he took pity on her.  Snow-white had offered to run off into the woods never to return and the huntsman believed that she would probably be killed by animals anyway, so he killed a passing wild boar and took its heart back to the queen.  The queen was pleased and she had the heart cooked and salted, and then she ate it!  
Snow-white ran off into the woods as far as she could go and she was frightened by the animals, but none of them touched her.  She then stumbled over a house in the woods where she went inside to rest after all of her running.  Inside the house Snow-white found a neat table set with seven chairs, plates, knives, forks, and spoons, as well as seven beds.  Snow-white was hungry, so she ate a little from each place setting as not to eat all of one person’s food.  Snow-white was very tired after her long flight and so she looked for a bed to sleep in.  She tried all of the beds and at last found a fitting one to sleep on.  
Snow-white fell fast asleep and did not awake when the seven little men came home.  The seven dwarfs noticed that someone had been eating and drinking from all of their cups and plates and that someone had been lying on their beds.  They then noticed Snow-white sleeping on one of their beds.  They all took their candles to look at Snow-white, they thought that she was a beautiful child and they were so filled with joy that they did not wake her.  They let her sleep all night long with the seventh dwarf taking turns sleeping with each of the other dwarfs for an hour at a time all night long.  
Snow-white was scared when she woke up in the morning when she saw the seven dwarfs, but they did not hurt her and seemed nice enough.  Snow-white told them all her story of how her stepmother wished her dead, how her life had been spared, and how she ran away through the forest until she found their house.  The dwarfs said that Snow-white could stay if she would cook and clean for them.  

Every morning the dwarfs would go off to the minds to dig for gold and then come home in the evening time.   That would leave Snow-white to keep house while they were away and then she would have their supper ready for them when they came home at night.  The dwarfs understood that Snow-white’s stepmother would probably easily be able to find her and so they told her to beware of everyone while they were away.  
Meanwhile, the queen looked into her looking-glass and asked who the fairest one in all the land was.  It told her that she was beautiful, but Snow-white still lived and she was living in the glen with seven little men.  This made the queen livid since the huntsmen had betrayed her and Snow-white still lived.  So, the wicked queen devised a plan.  She dressed up like an old peddler woman to disguise herself and then she journeyed over seven mountains to get to the glen where the seven dwarfs lived.  The wicked queen shouted out that she had wares to sell and Snow-white thought that there couldn’t be any harm in letting in the old woman.  Snow-white bought some lace and let the old woman lace her up.  The old woman tightened her bodice too fast and too tight and Snow-white fell over like she was dead.  This pleased the old woman.  
The wicked queen when back to her palace and the seven little men came home.  They saw Snow-white on the floor and they cut her lace and that let Snow-white breath again.  The wicked queen once again asked her looking-glass who was the fairest in the land and it answered the same as before that she was beautiful but Snow-white was a thousand times more beautiful than she.
The queen was traumatized so that she created another plan to end Snow-white’s life.  The queen made a poisoned comb through witchcraft and she dressed up as a different peddler woman.  She journeyed once again over the seven mountains to the dwarfs’ house in the glen.  She yelled once again that she had wares to sell, and Snow-white told her to go away because she could not let anyone in.  The wicked queen was clever and she said that may be so but she could still look.  The old woman tempted Snow-white and she bought the comb.  The old queen said that for once her hair would be properly combed and when the comb was put in her hair the poison began to take its toll and Snow-white fell as if dead.  The wicked queen was pleased that Snow-white was dead and she thought that this was the end of her.  
The wicked queen went home but it was almost time for the dwarfs to come home and they saved Snow-white.  The wicked queen once again asked her looking-glass the same question and she received the same reply.  The queen was fuming now and she declared that Snow-white would die even if it meant that she would die as well.  
The wicked queen worked out another plan.  She created a poisonous apple that was very beautiful to look at; it was red on one side and white on the other, then she dressed as an old peasant woman.  Snow-white refused to let the old peasant in, but the wicked queen was smart and said that she could sell her apples other places, but she would give Snow-white one.  She even said that she would eat half of the apple with Snow-white.  The queen ate the white half of the apple which was the side that was not poisonous and so Snow-white thought that the apple  must be all right to eat.  So Snow-white took the apple and ate a little bite.  Snow-white fell again to the ground as if she were dead.  This pleased the queen and she thought that the dwarfs could not revive her again.  
The wicked queen went home once again and asked her looking-glass the same question.  This time is answered that she was the fairest in all of the land.  The wicked queen was very pleased with this answer.  
The dwarfs this time could not revive Snow-white, even though they tried.  The dwarfs would have buried Snow-white in the ground but they thought that she looked as if she were still living and since she was so beautiful they instead made a coffin of glass with her name in gold.  They put her on top of the mountain and one of them always kept watch.  A Prince happened by and saw the beautiful princess.  He wanted to take Snow-white away with him and he begged the dwarfs.  The dwarfs relented and the servants of the Prince came to take Snow-white away.  When they were carrying her they slipped, and the piece of apple that had been caught in her throat was dislodged.  Snow-white was revived and the Prince wanted to take her to be his bride.   She agreed and they had a grand wedding.  The wicked queen heard of the wedding and dressed in her best clothes.  She once again asked the looking-glass who the most fair in all the land was. It replied that the young bride was the most beautiful.  She didn’t want to go to the wedding now, but her jealousy would not let her continue on without seeing the beautiful bride.  So she went to the wedding and realized that it was Snow-white and she was furious.  But they were ready for the queen.  They made her wear hot iron shoes and she danced in them until she was dead.  
The Disney movie, Snow-White and the Seven Dwarfs, starts off a bit differently than the written folktale.  It jumps right into the fact that Snow-white has a wicked stepmother who fears her beauty will surpass that of her own; as opposed to Snow-white’s mother embroidering before she had any children, wishing for a daughter white as snow, red as blood, black as ebony.  In the movie it also states that the stepmother tried to hide Snow-white’s beauty with rags and that she made her a scullery maid.  Snow-white also met the Prince while she was still in rags.  None of these things were in the plot of the original story.  
In both the movie and the written version, the wicked stepmother had the huntsman go to take Snow-white’s life.  In the movie, the wicked stepmother wants Snow-white’s heart for proof that she is dead, as opposed to a token in the written version.  Saying that the wicked queen wants Snow-white’s heart only for proof of death makes light of how much hatred Snow-white’s stepmother really had for her.  The huntsman, in the movie, had doubts from the beginning about killing Snow-white, but in the written version he only took pity on Snow-white when she begged for her life.  He also took pity on her for her looks, not his goodness as the doubts from the beginning might represent.  In the written version the wicked queen has the heart cooked, salted, and then she ate it.  This was completely forgotten in the Disney version, perhaps because he felt that it was too violent and immoral to include this act which showed how vehemently the wicked queen hated Snow-white, or perhaps cannibalism is just a taboo subject that Disney didn’t wish to include.  
After the huntsman tried to take Snow-white’s life, she ran into the woods in both the movie and the written version.  She was also frightened in both of them, but the movie makes it seem as if she was only running for a little time, as opposed to most of the day, as far as she could go, in the written version.  The animals were humanized in the Disney version; they even helped Snow-white find the Dwarfs’ house.  The animals had no such purpose in the original story; they only frightened her in the wood in her flight for her life.  

When Snow-white found the Dwarfs’ house in the movie it was terribly dirty, where in the written version it was immaculate.  Snow-white even cleaned the house for the Dwarfs’ in the Disney version, perhaps showing a value for that time period, that it was woman’s work to cook and clean. In the original version Snow-white ate some of the Dwarfs’ food from each plate that was already set instead of cleaning the house.  This next difference may not seem very significant, but the Dwarfs’ house in the original version was only one room, whereas the Disney version house had a second story.  Perhaps Disney thought it would be immoral for a girl to sleep in the same room as seven little men.  In the original version Snow-white the Dwarfs’ slept in the room with the Dwarfs all night without them waking her up because she was so beautiful.  In the Disney version Snow-white took up three beds, but in the written versions she only took up one bed.  Snow-white must have been rather young in the story.  The Dwarfs were never named in the original version, where they were in the Disney version.  They were given funny names, perhaps making them less human and really dopey.  Dopey as well, was put in only for comic relief.  I don’t believe that there ever was a dwarf as dumb as he was.  

In the Disney version, Snow-white offers to clean house so that she can stay on in the Dwarfs’ house.  In the original version, the Dwarfs said that Snow-white could stay if she kept house for them, but they didn’t really need her help; they were just trying to be nice, or perhaps they wanted to keep her around since she was so beautiful.  In the movie, Snow-white also makes the Dwarfs go and wash up before dinner.  This, along with the fact that they are portrayed as bad house keepers almost suggests that Disney was of the opinion that men were incompetent when it comes to household chores, reaffirming the stereotype that housework is for women.

In the movie version, the wicked queen was pretty much turned into a complete sorceress, whereas in the original version she did use witchcraft, but only on the apple and the comb, not on her looks.  The fact that she needed magic for her looks in the movie makes her seem less cunning and resourceful than in the original version.  The wicked stepmother tried more times to kill Snow-white in the written version of the story.  She tried three times to kill Snow-white herself, after the huntsman tried to kill Snow-white, getting more and more angry each time.  In the Disney version the wicked queen only tried to kill Snow-white once herself.  This plays down the fact that Snow-white was loathed so violently by the queen.  

When the wicked queen makes the apple to kill Snow-white in the original version it is half white and half red, with the red half being the poison part.  In the movie version the apple is pure red and supposedly all poison, but in the wicked stepmother’s spell book the spell itself is called The Sleeping Death, perhaps justifying the fact that Snow-white wakes up with the Prince’s kiss, whereas in the original version Snow-white woke up by chance only, when the Prince’s servants stumbled, otherwise the spell should have been permanent.  The fact that it was also only a sleeping death or a sleeplike death in the spell suggests that the wicked queen once again is not as cunning or intelligent as she is portrayed in the written version, one may think that she didn’t realize there was an out to save Snow-white, or that she didn’t hate Snow-white enough to actually kill her.  

The fact that the apple in the original version was white as well as red is a significant point: that is how the wicked queen lured Snow-white into eating the apple, she ate some as well; showing the fact that the wicked queen was so sly.  


The wicked queen made a trek in both versions of the story.  In the written version, however, it says that she traveled over seven mountains, making the journey long and a significant one.  She made the trip a total of three times there and back, emphasizing the abhorrence that she had for Snow-white.  In the Disney version she made a trip all right, but it didn’t seem so far or long, making it less significant, once more making light the detestation she had for Snow-white.  


In the Disney version of the story Snow-white seemed frightened of the old peddler woman, she went against her first impression in taking part in eating the apple.  It kind of makes Snow-white look like a dim-witted girl, but in the original story she was tricked even more by the wicked queen because she partook before Snow-white, trying to convince her of the apple’s pure nature.  In the Disney version, the wicked queen also calls the apple a magic wishing apple, which also has no significance to the true story.  Snow-white also wished for the Prince in the Disney version, he was obviously trying to turn this into a love story which it was not.  Also, the animals helped Snow-white once again in this part of the story.  They went to go get the Dwarfs from their work in the mines.  This has no basis in the real story and I don’t think that it was necessary to the plot if they had it been a more accurate portrayal of the story.  

In the Disney version, the Dwarfs rushed home with the animals prodding and all of the sudden it was raining outside and they chased the wicked queen, I believe to only make the story more dramatic.  In the real story the wicked queen was long gone and the Dwarfs tried to save Snow-white.  They didn’t make any attempts to save her in the movie which minimizes how much they cared for Snow-white.  

In both versions of the story the Dwarfs made a memorial of sorts for Snow-white; they made a glass coffin with gold.  In the Disney version the justification for the Dwarfs keeping Snow-white around was that she was so beautiful in death.  It was slightly different in the original version; they said that she looked as though she was living, foreshadowing what was to come.    Also, in the Disney version the Prince had been looking for Snow-white because he had met her previously.  In the original version the Prince just happened to pass by and see her.  In the Disney version the Prince kissed her to wake her, whereas the Prince was going to take Snow-white’s body with him, without her being alive but the servants stumbled dislodging the apple.  It’s kind of odd to think that the Prince was taking her body, what did he plan to do with it?  Yikes!  

In both versions of the story the wicked queen dies.  There is, however, a significant difference in how she dies.  In the Disney version, when she is being chased by the Dwarfs, the wicked queen tries to push a boulder down onto the Dwarfs, but it backfires and she is pushed off of the cliff instead.  The Disney version does not mention the marriage of Snow-white to the Prince.  In the original version Snow white and the Prince are married and the queen dies at the wedding, dancing with hot iron shoes on her feet.  I believe that Disney probably felt that this was too violent an ending for the life of the wicked queen; not to mention that the death would have then been on purpose of another person rather than something that was caused by the wicked queen’s own actions.  This ending difference, however, minimizes the severity in which someone like her could be punished.  When the story was originally written, I believe that the ending was not meant to be a gruesome one, but rather a warning to all of the vain people out there.  That moral ending is lost in the Disney version’s ending.  

Both versions of Snow-white have similarities, but they also have significant differences.  The story itself was made light of by Disney.  He added cutesy Dwarfs and personified animals and he downplayed the revulsion that the queen had for Snow-white.  There is a moral quality that is lost in the Disney version.  The Disney version is only meant to entertain with fluff, not to teach and enlighten the children and all who watch it.  Reading the folktale is more fulfilling than watching the Disney version of it.  

