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I believe that the author created this work to tell people that Japanese internment camps really existed during World War II and to let people know what they were really like.  I know that I, for one was shocked when I first learned that the Japanese had been locked up in camps when I was younger.  I pictured camps like those from Nazi Germany that I had learned about in school and through the Museum of Tolerance;  it was really good for me to be able to hear someone’s perspective that lived through the internment camps and I was glad to hear that the camps were not like concentration camps.   


I think that the intended audience of this work is for pretty much everyone; Americans in general because they need to know this part of their history and that our country is not perfect and for the world in general so that they realize that the Americans are not perfect but that the camps they sent people to were not concentration camps.  


I believe that the author was trying to report to people about the internment camps here in California and what affects they had on the individuals and families who lived through them.  It helps people to understand the background of the camps, what it was like living there, and the toll it took on people’s lives and families.  I think that the author was very successful in fulfilling these purposes.  I thought that it was very enlightening and I definitely have a better understanding of what the Japanese Americans went through here during World War II and even a little bit before and after the war.  

I really enjoyed reading this work.  It was easy to understand and very informative.  One thing that I kind of out of favor was the fact that it skips around a bit, but when you get used to it, it is not too hard to understand.  I also liked the fact that the author gave background information and a little bit of insight into what life was like before and after the war.  It is true that life did not begin for most in the camps nor end there.  It was definitely nice to hear that Watsuki never forgot her experience and that she is exposing her children to her history and that of her family.  Family history is certainly an important thing; it is nice to see people pass on stories and traditions of their ancestors.  
