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Children’s Literature Text Set

1) My case study student likes Sponge Bob, Fairy God Parents (I believe that when the student said Fairy God Parents, he may have meant the Fairly Odd Parents, since that is a television show on Nickelodeon, and that seems to be the channel that he watches.), Jurassic Park, Yu-Gi-Oh, Pokemon, Lion King 1 ½, Nickelodeon Magazine, animals, mysteries, and a few more things as well.  My case study student is a six-year-old male kindergarten student.  
2) My case study student says that he reads the Nickelodeon magazine, and so it is appropriate, I think that I find a way to somehow connect the magazine to learning and so this is why I chose it.  I picked the Berenstain Bears and the Cat in the Hat because the student mentioned that he likes animals and these stories all have animals in them.  The Berenstain Bears are both fairly recent books that are about a bear family as well as Mother’s and Father’s Days which are both coming up soon this year.  The Cat in the Hat is as popular as ever even though it is an older book, especially since the movie recently came out.  My multicultural book is Where are You Going?  To See My Friend!, features a story that is written by Eric Carle and Kazuo Iwamura and it is written in both English and Japanese.  In the story there are five animals involved and so I thought that that might appeal to my case study student’s desire to read about animals.  

3) I would use the popular culture texts that were books and magazine to analyze whether or not the students understood concepts about print such a where the front and back covers are, where the title page is, that book is read from front to back, print is read from left to right, etc.  (Reading 1.1-1.6)  I would also use the books for Reading Comprehension 2.1: Locate the title, table of contents, name of author, and name of illustrator.  Nickelodeon magazine would be the best way to have students locate the table of contents, and perhaps even have them look up a certain feature that is listed there.  Not all of these are available in the books I have chosen, but I would use them for the ones that are available in the books, like the title and author.  I would also use them for Reading Comprehension, 2.2: Use pictures and context to make predictions about the story content.  This would be especially good if the student hasn’t already read the particular book.  I could also apply these books to Reading Comprehension 2.3: Connect to life experiences the information and events in the text.  The Berenstain Bears books that I picked out would be especially good for this because they have to do with Mother’s and Father’s Days which are coming up within the next couple of months.  I could also use these books for Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  3.1: Distinguish fantasy from realistic text.  3.2: Identify types of everyday print materials (e.g., storybooks, poems, newspapers, signs, and labels).  3.3 Identify characters, settings, and important events.   This would be a good use for just about any book in kindergarten.  Where are You Going? To See My Friend! is also a good book to introduce the Japanese culture and language to students.  Most of the students that I will have in my classroom probably will not know anything about this culture and so this would be a good introduction to either learning about the Japanese culture itself, or maybe even introduce a unit on multiculturalism and it could be used in conjunction with other books from other cultures.  The website that I picked out would help the students to practice reading the texts on the page as well as how to use the internet.  They hopefully would also have a little bit of fun while they use this website.  Through the neopets website children can learn responsibility of taking care of a virtual pet and have a good time simultaneously.  
4) An advantage of creating a text set based on a student’s interests on popular culture texts is that the student will definitely be interested in the text being presented and if they are interested, they will be more likely to read the texts.  Children are also familiar with popular culture and therefore they would probably be more likely to be able to understand whatever is being said in the texts.  A disadvantage of creating a text set based on a student’s interests on popular culture texts are that it may be harder to fit the standards to something that is not necessarily created to teach (like a website).  Children should probably also be exposed to classic children’s literature and other diverse readings and if they are only using popular culture texts they are losing out on that opportunity.  A happy medium using both kinds of texts is probably the best.  
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Neopets is a website where children can sign up with parent permission for free.  On this site children can create their own neopets by picking the type, gender, and name.  They need to feed their pets and keep them happy.  They can explore the neopet worlds; earn neopoints through games and selling things in their shops.  They also can build a neohome, even build up and battle their pets, and more.  

Nickelodeon Magazine
This is a magazine put out by Nickelodeon, a popular children’s channel on television.  It talks about the popular children’s television shows as well as containing puzzles, sports stories, and more.    

The Berenstain Bears and the Mama’s Day Surprise (2004)

Stan and Jan Berenstain

Mother’s day is coming and Mama suspects what Papa and the cubs are up to for her Mother’s Day surprise.  Mama makes sure that she has all the ingredients for the breakfast that she knows they plan to make and she even gets prepared to do the clean up job herself.  The only real surprise of the day was that the bear cubs cleaned up the kitchen, too.  It was a good Mother’s Day! 
Random House.  29 pp.  ISBN 0-375-91132-4
The Berenstain bears and the Papa’s Day Surprise (2003)

Stan and Jan Berenstain

Papa doesn’t want anything special to be done for Father’s Day and the rest of the family obliged what Papa said.  Papa saw all the advertisements and changes his mind about Father’s Day, but the family doesn’t seem to remember it.  They take him to a restaurant and surprise him and all the other papas as well.  They family then gives him a present just for him and all is well in with the Berenstain Bears.  
Random House.  29pp.  ISBN 0-375-91129-4.  
The Cat in the Hat (1957)

Dr. Seuss

The Cat in the Hat comes to Sally’s and her brother’s house while their mother is out.  While there, the Cat in the Hat does all sorts of tricks and puts the house in an awful state.  The Cat in the Hat finally cleans up, just in time for mother to come home.  

Random House. 61 pp. ISBN 0-394-80001-X.  

Where are You Going?  To See My Friend!
Eric Carle and Kazuo Iwamura
A dog is going to see his friend who is a good singer and along the way he meets a cat, rooster, goat, and rabbit who all like to sing as well.  When they get to the dog’s friend, a little boy, they all sing and dance together.  This book is written in both English (Eric Carle) and Japanese, (Kazuo Iwamura) with illustrations by each author.  
Orchard Books.  26 pp.  ISBN 0-439-41659-0
