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Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll


The book Alice in Wonderland is much like the animated movie that Disney made.  The book starts off with Alice seeing the rabbit walking by and he then goes down the rabbit hole.  Alice, of course, follows the rabbit down the hole and that takes her on her adventures.  Alice falls down the hole very slowly, she is able to think and ponder things on her way down the hole.  Alice found herself in a hallway, and she followed it.  There were many doors, and she wanted to go out, but they were all locked.  Alice found the key for one door, but she could not leave through it because the door was smaller than her head.  She looked through the door and she really wanted to go into the lovely garden on the other side.  Alice drank a potion that said “drink me” on it and she shrank.  She, however, could not get the key to open the door because she had left the key on top of the table and she was too small to reach it now.  Alice found some things to eat and she grew very large.  Now she could get the key but she was much too large to fit through the door and so she began to cry.  The white rabbit dropped a pair of what kid gloves and a fan; Alice picked up them up and the fan made her shrink once again.  She then dropped the items and went through the door, or rather had to keep afloat in the tears that she had shed when she was giant sized.  She met up with a mouse and she discussed her cat, Dinah, whom the mouse did not want to meet because his family hated cats.  After that Alice joined a Caucus race to dry off and she had to provide prizes.  She provided mints to all, there were just enough.  Alice’s prize was a thimble that she found in her pocket and they made a grand ceremony out of giving it to her.  After that the white rabbit mistook Alice for Mary Ann who must have been his maid and he ordered her to go get him a pair of his gloves.  Alice then went to his little house and found the gloves easily, but she then ate something that changed her size.  She grew very large and filled the entire house.  They tried to send Bill the lizard down the hole but Alice did not let him come down the chimney, she kicked him and sent him flying (this was different from the Disney version, I guess that Disney didn’t want Alice to be violent and so he had her sneeze Bill out of the chimney instead).  They also threw little stones at the house and those turned into little pieces of bread that Alice ate and again she returned to a smaller size.  The next event was cut from the Disney version entirely; there was no puppy at all in the animated movie.  Alice ran away from the puppy, she was very frightened because she was so small.  Next Alice met up with the caterpillar that had her recite poetry and told her that the mushroom would change her size.  Alice grew very large and a bird was scared by her and called her a serpent.  The subsequent even was also left out of the Disney version; there is no pig and pepper to be found in that story.  Alice seems to be a nosy child; she went into someone else’s house without being invited.  Here she met the duchess who didn’t make it to the Disney version either.  The duchess was feeding a baby in the kitchen while the cook made soup with lots of pepper.  The duchess went off to play crochet with the queen and left Alice with the baby who turned out to be a pig.  She also met the Cheshire cat who told her about the Mad Hatter and the March Hare.  She went to see the Hatter and found both him and the Hare.  There they were having their tea party that was full of nonsense.  After the tea party Alice went to play crochet with the queen.  Then Alice went and met the Mock Turtle who used to be a real turtle and he tells his story.  After that was the lobster quadrille which I didn’t really understand.  Then there came the trial that Alice watched and testified at about who stole the queen’s tarts.  At the end of the story Alice’s older sister woke her up and told her that she had been dreaming.  Her sister then listened to Alice’s tale and thought of how Alice would keep some of the joy of childhood throughout the years.  The Disney version of Alice’s story included some things that were not in the original story like Tweedle Dee and Tweedle Dumb as well as the mome raths.  I know that the mome raths are in a poem about the jabberwocky, and Disney must have read this and decided to include it.  However, where Tweedle Dee and Tweedle Dumb came from I have no idea.  

Ever since I was a young child, Disney’s Alice in Wonderland was a favorite movie of mine.  (Yes, I know you hate Disney).  The book wasn’t all that different from the movie that I loved as a child.  There were a few parts that Disney added, I believe were based on other works of Lewis Carroll, and there were a couple of parts that were deleted from the original work.  I liked the book, Alice in Wonderland.  It was fun to go through the book and see how it was different from the movie as well as reminisce on a childhood favorite of mine.  Alice in Wonderland is fun because it is full of nonsense and that is okay.  The nonsense is probably what I loved as a child and why I still love it.  I also have the Signet Classic of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and it includes the original illustrations by John Tenniel.  I also enjoyed this part of the story because it was neat to see what the author probably agreed to what his vision of Alice and things should be.  Some of the pictures, however, I thought that Alice looked freaky.  The illustrations were definitely a different style than I was used to.  It was kind of fun to read the story, but I was also confused at times.  The poetry confused me, probably because I am not familiar with the original works that the poems were based on, and so it was kind of hard for me to follow.  I definitely liked Alice in Wonderland, and I wonder why others do not.  I think that they must not like it for the same reasons that I do like it.  The story is complete nonsense and some say that Lewis Carroll was high on some drug when he wrote it or that he liked little girls in inappropriate ways.  I obviously didn’t know Lewis Carroll, but I don’t think that any of this is probably true and if it is, who cares, I still think that the story is a fun one and the author is dead anyway.  (Not to sound heartless or anything.)  I plan to keep my copy of Alice and one day my children or my students can read it.   
