GRADING POLICY

SIXTH GRADE

Report cards are sent home three times a year.  First trimester grades will be discussed at November conferences.  Morgan Hill Unified School District uses a standards-based report card, which also includes letter grades. 
Standards rankings reflect a student’s ability to perform according to state standards.  A “3” ranking means your child has mastered that particular grade level standard.  A “2” means your child is making progress towards that standard, and a “1” means your child is not making significant progress in that area.
The letter grades, on the other hand, represent whole school performance.  Letter grades are based on homework, tests, daily assignments, and projects.  Classroom participation, behavior, and work habits all influence letter grades.  This is why we sometimes see students earning “N’s” and at the same time mastering standards.  It also can work the other way.  Students who come in after school for extra help and really apply themselves can earn average or above average grades, and yet still be slightly below standard in some areas.  With the combination of standards and letter grades, we see a more complete picture of student performance.

Work is considered late if it is not complete by 7:40 a.m. the day it is due.  Students lose points for late work.  The penalty increases with time so it is important to develop responsible work habits.  Although students may turn in late work penalty free after an absence (the number of days absent up to one week is allowed), it will benefit students to use the web site or a homework buddy to keep up with assignments.  When students are absent (excused or unexcused) it is the student’s responsibility to get the missed assignments.   Missed tests must be made up within one week. 

