Personal Philosophy on Education

I believe it is important for all children to feel welcome and cared for in their classrooms.  I want to make sure that all the children I teach feel that they have something to contribute by being there each day, and that they are intelligent, confident, and appreciated.  I think it is important to ingrain a love of learning in children, by allowing them to be children, and by learning through what comes naturally to them…play, explore, and experiment.  And when they do have to be disciplined, I think it is essential that the teacher relay to that child that it is their actions, not who they are, that needs to be corrected.  I believe that even if a child is not performing at their developmental level, it is the teacher’s job to bring them up to that level by finding alternative means of teaching them.  I believe that all types of intelligences exist in a child, all indifferent amounts and combinations.  It is important to recognize and be able to bring out the personal strengths in all children by exposing them to many mediums of learning:  art, music, literature, physical activity, nature, etc.  I believe that children are largely a product of their environments, and they cannot be held accountable for that which they do not control.  I don’t believe in routine, which I think bores children.  Variety is the spice of life.  Exposure to people of different ethnic and social backgrounds, careers, and lifestyles is important.  It is exciting and stimulating to have visitors come to the classroom.  I believe accomplishments and personal milestones in a child’s life should be celebrated by all those around him or her.  I believe in including the child’s family in their education, and that the teacher should make it a priority to learn as much about their students from their families as is possible.  Teachers need to be advocates for their students.  If they see that a student is suffering or falling behind in their classroom, then it is their job to learn why.  And above all, teachers should feel passionately about their jobs and the children that they teach in order to be effective as an educator.
My philosophy on education is also an offshoot on my own philosophy of life, which I found is best explained in a citing from a book by Kent Nerburn:


“Remember to be gentle with yourself and others.  We are all children of chance, and none can say why some fields blossom while others lay brown beneath the August sun.  Look past your differences.  Their dreams are no less than yours, their choices in life no more easily made.  And give.  Give in any way you can, of whatever you possess.  To give is to love.  To withhold is to wither.  Care less for your harvest than for how it is shared, and your life will have meaning and your heart will have peace.”
-Kent Nerburn, 

“Letters to My Son”
