The first bit of information that stuck out to me in chapter six was that "teachers [in the early 1900s] were viewed as workers whose job was to carry out the directives from their superiors" (Bransford et al. 132).  This helped me to see part of the reason that teachers are not more valued in our society.  At one time they were not encouraged to think and teach creatively and effectively.





I really enjoyed how this section clearly defined the importance of learner, knowledge, assessment, and community centered environments.  I want to remember how the learner-centered enviroment promotes diagnostic teaching, discovering what students are thinking and help them to think in new and different ways.  This has already been discussed in previous chapters, and it seems to be one of the most important issues in teaching.  We must discover where our students are coming from before we can help them achieve the greatest degree of learning possible.





The section on knowledge-centered environments also drew from previous chapters by reminding us of the necessity of transfer in learning.  We must first discover the knowledge that our students already have, and then help them transfer it to the task at hand.  Is this concept overwhelming to anyone else?  I want to be able to reach each child, but there are so many variables that effect each person's learning capacity that is seems a daunting task.  I think this approach also encourages us to expect a lot from our students.  To encourage their learning, we must constantly present challenges, and expect them to reach these goals.  I do not feel that much was expected of me as a student in high school or in college.  The most challenging class that I ever took was Introductory Astronomy, and it ended up being my favorite class.  My professor expected that we learn the material, and apply it on exams.  He was always available to help us outside of class, and because of these expectations and his willingness to help us in his free time, I spent almost every night working on Astronomy homework.  Also, this section tells us that students' understanding of information can be enhanced depending on when you present the material.  When they feel the information is is relevant, they will be more interested in learning it.  For example, now would probably be a good time to teach students some history about the Middle East.  A few months ago this information probably would have seemed boring and lacking importance to our lives, but now it can help students understand what is happening in our country.





The section on assessment helped me to realize the importance of formative assessment and feedback instead of only summative assessment.  I think that using outlets such as daily journals can help teachers learn about the students' thinking and learning without the stress of grading and testing.  Does anyone have good ideas about formative assessments that you have implemented in your classrooms already?  By encouraging students to submit rough drafts of papers instead of only final copies, we can also give feedback instead of just grades.





Finally, the section on community-centered environments provided validation of the Montessori system of schooling.  This system greatly emphasizes community learning.  Several grades are grouped together so that everyone can benefit from the knowledge of others.  The older children help the younger children, and the younger children provide new insight to old ways of doing things.  It is very fulfilling as a student to help another student in the learning process.  It promotes teamwork instead of competition as well.  Does anyone have ideas of how to promote learning in non-competitive ways like those our book mentioned in Japan?  Since many groups do not learn best through competition, it seems like we should look for new ways to teach.  However, competition and contests are difficult to get away from since that is how I was taught as a child.
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