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Music in Film, MATC (805-228-603); Spring, 2005

Homework 8: due Monday, February 21
Read Chapters 17–18 (pages 171–188) in Complete Guide to Film Scoring.

1. The music of The Chieftains evokes what geographical location?
A.  Ireland
B.  Brazil
C.  Kansas City
D.  Wisconsin (Ho-Chunk nation)

2. Name one advantage and one disadvantage of using “period” music in a movie that is set in a
particular historical period.

3. Name one advantage and one disadvantage of using contemporary music in a movie that is set
in a particular historical period.

4.  In movies, what is “mickey-mousing”?
A.  music is very simple, like a nursery rhyme
B.  music has a “black and white” quality, like the early Mickey Mouse cartoons
C.  music is very high-pitched and squeaky
D.  music mimics the on-screen action

5.  What is the difference between a “pencil reel” and a “storyboard”?



6. In a movie musical, the “underscore” is any part of the score that is not a song.  For composers
such as David Newman, where does the music for the underscore come from?

Extra credit
1. For Triumph of the Spirit, a movie about Greek Jews, composer Cliff Eidelman called for a

tamboura, an instrument that is neither Greek nor Jewish.  Where does the tamboura come
from?


