Progressive Policies Chart

Background:

Early twentieth-century progressives recognized defects in American democracy, but optimistically believed that minor changes would right the wrongs.  They aimed to make government more democratic, business more competitive, and society more just and fair.  The Progressives had many spokespeople, but certainly Theodore Roosevelt, who had been boosted into the Presidency upon the death of William McKinley, popularized reform and tried to wrest control of the government from the corporate bosses who had ruled in Washington for a generation.  He believed in executive leadership and the extension of government power as the best ways to insure the rights of the lower classes.  Roosevelt and his successors took a conservative middle line between the demands of those favoring socialist solutions, and the plea of businessmen that no change was necessary.


In his efforts to reform American society, Roosevelt had the support of muckrakers who pointed out glaring defects in the American system and aroused the conscience of the nation.  Middle-class women, now organized into national groups, added their support to the reform effort and played a significant role in effecting changes, including women suffrage and Prohibition.


Progressive reformers made important changes.  Women’s suffrage, the direct election of senators, direct primaries, the secret ballot, steps towards breaking and regulation trusts, workmen’s compensation, fire and safety regulations, and conservation of natural resources are among their accomplishments.  Some groups, including Blacks and immigrants, saw few improvements in their status as a result of the reforms.  Many Blacks moved north during this period in search of better opportunities, but the rhetoric of their principal spokesmen, Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois, led to few substantive changes in their condition.  Many other reforms did not occur until the New Deal of the late 1930s.

Directions:

Complete the chart on the backside.  Under “definition,” describe the progressive policy; under “explain,” describe why the progressive policy met the goal.

	Progressive Policy
	Goal
	Definition
	Explain

	Pure Food and Drug Act
	Promote social welfare


	
	

	Prohibition
	Promote moral improvement


	
	

	“Trust-busting”
	Economic reform


	
	

	Referendum
	Political reform


	
	

	Recall
	Political reform


	
	

	Secret Ballot
	Political reform


	
	

	Suffrage
	Political reform


	
	

	Establishment of national parks
	Protect the environment


	
	


