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Citizenship Education Policy Checklist

For States and School Districts
This checklist describes some of the most important policy elements needed to ensure students acquire the essential competencies of effective, responsible citizenship. Policymakers and educational leaders can use this tool to assess the extent to which their district or state currently supports citizenship education and the areas in which work still needs to be done. This list is not exhaustive, and not all of these elements may be necessary; leaders in different systems will find that different combinations of these and other elements will be most appropriate and effective given their particular contexts.

Note: Because this tool is designed to be used at both the state and district levels, we refer to “the system” throughout.

Standards and Accountability

· Standards that address the essential competencies of effective, responsible citizenship exist and are familiar to all stakeholders. The standards suggest an appropriate scope and sequence. i.e., the standards articulate essential content that (1) is teachable within the limited time available, (2) is appropriate to students’ level of intellectual development, (3) avoids needless repetition when students move from one grade or course to the next, (4) allows time for review and (5) provides for some flexibility among individual teachers.

· The standards place equal importance on civic knowledge, skills and dispositions, suggesting a variety of strategies for teaching and learning, including both classroom instruction and experiential, service/community-based learning.

· Standards are periodically reviewed to ensure they allow schools to advance their civic mission and that all stakeholders, not just social studies teachers but other teachers, administrators and other staff, students, parents and community members are part of the review and modification process.

· Common assessments of civic knowledge, skills and dispositions are aligned with the standards and are applied to all students.

· Schools and districts are held accountable at the state level for the results of the above assessments, and all stakeholders understand the accountability system.

Curriculum and Instruction

· Schools or districts must provide students with opportunities to acquire civic knowledge, skills and dispositions in accordance with the standards.

· An appropriate scope and sequence is followed, across schools and districts, based on the standards.

· School and district schedules and rules encourage student learning through quality service- learning (including meeting community needs, alignment with academic subjects and critical reflection) in the community as well as in the school.

Professional Development

· Pre-service and in-service professional development programs for teachers and administrators prepare them to provide classroom instruction and community-based learning experiences that enable students to acquire the civic knowledge, skills and dispositions articulated in the standards, and to assess the learning gained from such experiences. 

Funding

· States and districts provide sufficient funding to ensure the above elements are supported and that all students have sufficient access to opportunities to acquire civic competence.

Partnerships

· Formal and informal school-community partnerships designed to provide opportunities for students to practice civic skills are in place. These partnerships offer opportunities for students to work with community members on genuine challenges facing their communities.

· Educators understand how to identify community partners and arrange and maintain the community partnerships described above, and their efforts to establish and maintain such partnerships are supported by educational and community leaders.

Shared Vision and Culture

While all of the policies described above can contribute to the development of responsible, effective citizens and community members, the foundation for success is a shared commitment to the mission—a recognition that success depends upon the contributions of all stakeholders. A mission statement must be supported by a culture in which democratic values are promoted and good citizenship modeled for students. While such a culture is maintained by all stakeholders, it is the responsibility of leaders within the system to establish a climate in which such a culture can develop and flourish.

· Stakeholders at all levels of the educational system share a common understanding that a well-educated citizen is one who has the knowledge, skills and dispositions to contribute in a meaningful way to the betterment of his or her community. This shared vision is documented and disseminated across the school system. Stakeholders across the system understand their own roles and responsibilities—as well as the roles and responsibilities of others within the system—in ensuring students acquire civic competence.

· Students are recognized as having a stake in their education at least equal to that of other stakeholders. Thus students play important roles in decision making across the education system. A shared goal among stakeholders is that students become competent decision makers who take responsibility for their own learning, so students receive the adult support and guidance they need to contribute effectively to these decisions.

· Education and community leaders and policymakers recognize that civic competence; academic achievement and workplace readiness are equal goals of education.

