“How to add the glowing effect to your lightsaber pics”

Please note: The following tutorial is based on Adobe PhotoShop 6.0. I do no guarantee that the steps listed in this tutorial will be the same in any newer or older versions of PhotoShop, or in any other type of photo editing program. If you do not have a copy of Adobe PhotoShop, you can download a 30-day trial from Adobe.com. This tutorial is also based on the fact that you are tracing over an existing blade to use as your guide (like a toy lightsaber), if you are trying to add a blade to a hilt that doesn’t have a tube (or some type of dowel) attached to the end of the hilt to serve as a guide, then you might have to do this a few times before you get the hang of it (so make sure you do Step 2).

1. Select your file by clicking “File” – “Open” – then select your image and hit the “Open” button.

2. After opening the file with your image, go to the toolbar and click “Layer” – “New” – “Layer”. You can name the Layer whatever you want or just leave the default name in there, leave everything else at the default setting. This way if you mess up all you have to do is delete the layer, and not have to exit without saving and then start over again.

3. Before you get started with drawing in the blade you should have decided on what color you’re going to use. The idea is to give the “Inner Core” a hint of the color that the “Outer Glow” gives off (meaning that the “Inner Core is for the most part white but has a tint of the color that the “Outer Glow” will display). Here’s a table that you can go by that covers both the “Inner Core” color of the blade and the “Outer Glow” that it emits:

  1st set of R x G x B=Inner Core / 2nd set of R x G x B=Outer Glow

a. Light Blue: R=235 x G=255 x B=255 / R=0 x G=255 x B=255

b. Blue: R=235 x G=235 x B=255 / R=0 x G=0 x B=255

c. Green: R=235 x G=255 x B=235 / R=0 x G=255 x B=0

d. Purple: R=255 x G=235 x B=255 / R=255 x G=0 x B=255

e. Yellow: R=255 x G=255 x B=235 / R=255 x G=255 x B=0

f. Orange: R=255 x G=245 x B=235 / R=255 x G=180 x B=0

g. Red: R=255 x G=235 x B=235 / R=255 x G=0 x B=0

4. Next we draw in a shape up from the tip of the hilt to just below the tip of the blade. Depending on how the lightsaber is being held in the image (straight up, diagonal across the body, horizontally over the head) will depend on which tool you will use to draw in the core of the blade. If the blade is in a vertical or horizontal position, you can use the “Rectangle Tool” to draw in a rectangle along the blade, if it is being held in a diagonal position, then you can use the “Pen Tool” and snap the line in as you go along.
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5. Now it’s time to enable the “Outer Glow” to the Layer. Go to the window on the bottom right-hand side of your screen and double click on the Layer you created. A window named “Layer Style” will pop up. Click on the “Outer Glow” option on the left hand side of this window. Follow the chart below for instruction on what to select and change from here:

a. Blend Mode: Open the drop down menu and select “Normal”

b. Opacity: This is what determines how thick the glow will be. I set mine at 50%. You can use your imagination and change this if you like.

c. Noise: Leave at 0%.

d. Color: This is where you use the Color Chart listed above. The color scheme that you want is the second grouping of Red x Green x Blue.

e. Spread: This determines the intensity of the glow. I set mine at 25%.

f. Size: This determines the actual size of the border between the “Inner Core” and the glow that is controlled by the “Spread”. I set mine to 10%.

g. Quality: Leave everything in this box at the default setting.
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6. To put a rounded tip on the end of the blade, click on the layer you created from the last step and go to the end of the blade. Use the “Ellipse Tool” and draw a circle at the end of the blade. As long as you click on the layer first, the circle will automatically blend in with the rest of the glow.
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7. Now you are done and your finished product should look something like this:
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If you have any questions about this tutorial, feel free to e-mail me at jedioutcast77@yahoo.com and I will be happy to help you further. If you are truly stuck and can’t seem to figure this out, send me a copy of your image and I make the “glow effect” for you. Please note that if you do send me a copy of your image for me to complete for you, it may be a few days before I get it back to you so please be patient. If you want to see the original tutorial that I learned from, click here to be sent to that site.
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