     It pains me to tell each of you that today, June the 2nd 2004, the best stud horse I've ever known has been laid to rest. Sir Special " Dan " was diagnosed with a foot injury that could not be repaired at the OSU

Veterinary Sciences Clinic is Stillwater OK and was put down to rest. Dan's injury had plagued him for most of his life and while he often had trouble with it he managed to raise a small family of his own.

     Dan came to live at our home in the spring of 2001 as a boarder from one of my best friends. Erick Roberts had owned Dan for a few years and proudly proclaimed him as the world best beer drinking horse to ride on earth. Erick was a proud owner indeed and it was hard for him to move to

Little Rock and sell Dan to us. 

Dan managed to sneak in the first visit with his now long-time girlfriend Sandy. Dan was a gentleman to a wonderful horse who had just lost her foal. Dan and Sandy’s first-born hit the ground later that next spring. The little filly would be named " Maye IB Special " or Maye for short, after both the mother and the father. Dan was a very proud father and it was easy to see that he produced one of the most beautiful babies to ever hit the ground with four legs. Dan and Sandy would produce yet another filly that next year we named Lily " Justa CU Smile” and bred an outside mare. Dan's first son was born this spring on the 5th of May and we plan to name him "Cinco de Special" after the father is resembles so much. The little guys a knock of the old block with daddy head, legs and color. For sure Dan's little family was growing. He also sired a little filly by the outside mare.  This year we had planned for to breed even more of our mares as well as a few outside mares. We are hopeful that Dan had the chance to mate with Sandy in her foal heat but we will not know for a few more weeks. My uncles Dash For Cash mare was to make a visit next week and would have not doubt produced another fine foal.

     Sadly Dan re-injured his front hoof 4 days ago and was not able to recover from it this time. Julie took him to OSU for an emergency operation yesterday in hopes of saving his life. The Vets at OSU did all they could but we did not wish for him to suffer any longer and he was put to rest today. They truly did all the could to help Dan but his chance for a normal life were gone and all he could do was live in pain something that me a

Julie could not stand for.

      Dan will always be a horse that lived up to his namesake "SPECIAL" and he will be missed every time we look out on our fields. Dan leaves us behind with three wonderful foals (Maye, Lilly and Cinco) and one long time love, Sandy, as well as the off-farm mares. 

Horses like people grow close to one another as they spend their lives together, they are sad when not with their friends, the pasture will be a lonely place for those that will live on after him. Dan was the kindest and easiest to handle stud horse I have ever know or heard of, we are both so sad he is gone. We wanted to share this with each of you who knew Dan and loved him. God blessed our lives to own this horse for the short time we did. 

An old man and trusted horse person who had spent his live around horses told me once " In your life, Mike you will own one wonderful Horse and one wonderful dog" The dog has been gone from my life for years now and the horse is now gone too.
