Calculating Force

(Notes are bulleted items)

· Remember that a force is a push or a pull

Thinking Question: Which would take more force to push off a cliff, a car or a leaf?

· Therefore, Force depends of MASS

Thinking Question: You’re babysitting and you have to keep the kids in the living room.  Which would be easier to physically stop, a 3yr old walking at a constant rate, or one who’s speeding up to a run?

· So, Force depends of acceleration, too!

· Formula = F=m x a     

· Unit = 1 Newton (N) = 1 kg x m/s2
