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Responses to Questions for County Attorney candidates:

1)
My management style would be significantly different from the current structure of the 
Johnson County Attorney's Office.  The structure of the office would be more reflective 
of my own prosecutorial background, a structure that involves Assistants in important 
decision-making tasks and provides them substantial experience with all levels and types 
of criminal cases.  


In the criminal division, cases will be assigned alphabetically instead of by specific types 
of crimes.  Assistants would be responsible for prosecuting all levels of crimes, felonies 
and misdemeanors, for their particular portion of the alphabet.  For instance, one 
prosecutor would be responsible for prosecuting all crimes committed by individuals with 
last names beginning with A-C, and so on.  One prosecutor would prosecute "Jon 
Anderson", who may have impending charges for OWI, domestic abuse and forgery.  The 
current system permits defense attorneys and defendants to take advantage of lucrative 
plea bargains for certain defendants with multiple charges, when their cases can and 
should be wrapped up all together.  It is a matter of efficiency.  

The current system has not permitted assistants to gain broad experience and has fostered 
fatigue and indifference.  For instance, you cannot assign one or two assistants every 
domestic abuse case filed.  Those cases can be frustrating and can lead to a "burn-
out" 
factor.  Additionally, I do not want assistants to be specialized, but instead, to have 
experience with all types of crimes, much as I do.  Furthermore, the current system has 
resulted in Pat White prosecuting nearly every high-profile case over the last 24 years.  I 
foresee assistants prosecuting homicides on a rotating basis in pairs (with co-counsel).  
Along with administrative tasks, I will be part of this rotation, but, of course, I will 
prosecute fewer cases in order to fulfill other obligations.

I also foresee assistants having a role in filing decisions.  For instance, I have been able to 
make key filing decisions on all levels of offenses using a "committee" process.  On 
difficult cases, all assistants will review the reports and we will all offer an opinion on the 
viability of a charge before making a decision; much like a pre-jury determination for 
high-level cases.


I have operated under this system for years and I believe it has prepared me to take the 
role of County Attorney.  Assistants should be intimately involved in the prosecution of 
all types and levels of cases so they can gain broad experience.

2)
I would support construction of a new jail only after all reasonable alternatives have 
been exhausted.


The alternatives that I foresee for jail overcrowding are specifically laid out on my 
website for FAIR to view.  The unique aspect of my platform is that these ideas involve 
the County Attorney taking direct action to address jail overcrowding.  In my opinion, the 
County Attorney has not done enough to ease jail overcrowding.


1)
EASE INTAKE PRESSURE.  Much of the jail overcrowding problem results 

from high intake numbers into the jail.  I support Sheriff Pulkrabek's ideas to 

encourage "cite and release" for low-level, non-violent alcohol and drug offenders (not 
including drunk-drivers), and other low-level property crime offenders.  I also support the 
use of a detoxification facility for non-violent intoxicated offenders.  Tough decisions 
must be made about jail space and I will divert these types of offenders from a jail cell 
instead of letting violent criminals out.


2)
ESTABLISH COURT-DIVERSION PROGRAMS.  Permit low-level offenders to 
participate in community service, seek treatment/education and complete a probationary 
period to avoid jail time and a criminal record.


3)
BE PRESENT AT INITIAL APPERANCES.  The County Attorney is absent 
from initial appearances in this county.  This is a dereliction of duty on their part.  The 
County Attorney should be available on the morning after a person is charged with a 
crime to consult with law enforcement on the propriety of criminal charges, make bond 
recommendations and to make independent decisions, if necessary, so a person does not 
remain on bond consuming jail space for an overcharged offense.


4)
EMPLOY A CASE EXPEDITER.  The County Attorney could easily assign this 
task to a member of the office: pinpointing offenders held on bond and ensuring that their 
cases are processed fairly and efficiently so they do not languish longer than necessary.


5)
CHANGE FINE COLLECTION.  The Johnson County Jail is not a "debtor's 
prison".  We should not be filling cells with poor people that cannot pay fines, court costs 
and attorney's fees.  There are reasonable alternatives for fine collection that are not being 
employed.


6)
USE DRUG AND MENTAL HEALTH COURTS.  This is overdue.  We need to 
establish drug and mental health courts to keep people with substance abuse and mental 
health issues out of jails and into treatment.

3)
We need to establish a Sex Offender Registry Task Force.  One of the most important and 
challenging duties of a County Attorney is to prosecute sex offenders.  As an Assistant 
Linn County Attorney, I serve on the Sex Offender Registry Task Force.  The members 
of this Task Force come from law enforcement, corrections and court personnel.  We 
meet monthly to track sex offenders living in our community.  We share information on 
where they are living, their background, how they are progressing in treatment and if 
there have been any complaints about them from citizens.  We also develop policy on 
enforcing violations of the Sex Offender Registry.  


My membership on this Task Force has helped me gather expertise on questions 
involving sex offenders in the community.  We have developed a system that individually 
analyzes every case involving a sex offender and an alleged residency restriction.  There 
are currently four exceptions to the 2000 foot law and many cases fall into these 
exceptions.  Rigorous investigation is often required.  Additionally, often times, the 
interests of justice are not furthered by enforcing the 2000 foot law in some 
circumstances and reasonable extensions should be granted to some sex offenders making 
efforts to comply in the face of adversity.  

I want to organize and direct a task force in Johnson County dedicated to these goals and 
ideals.  I have spoken with leaders in the law enforcement community and they have 
expressed willingness to become involved in this program.
4)
Actually, I was asked this question in the forum.  Here is my best effort at replicating my 
response:


As you may remember, I am the Chair of the Iowa City Area Group of the Sierra Club 
and many of my opinions, legal and otherwise, reflect an emphasis on the environmental 
principles that I embrace.


First, I would have written a Sensitive Areas Ordinance or a Sensitive Roads Ordinance 
and recommended that the Board pass such an ordinance.  The Board actually asked the 
County Attorney to do this already.  With protection of sensitive areas and roads in place, 
the Board would have more guidance on what areas to direct its focus when planning 
future development and what areas should remain preserved.  I would have advised the 
Board that Iowa law requires that the government demonstrate an identifiable "public 
purpose" before taking land from private property owners.  I would have advised the 
Board that there is also a requirement that there would be a reasonable expectation that it 
will achieve its "public purpose" through its plan.


Unfortunately, the County Attorney did not take this course of action.  Instead, the 
Sensitive Areas Ordinance lingered on the County Attorney's desk while the Board 
prepared a confusing and unnecessary Roads Plan involving Newport/Prairie Du Chein 
Road.  Instead, the Board has been unable to demonstrate with any solid evidence a 
"public purpose" or a reasonable likelihood of achieving any "public purpose" through its 
Roads Plan.  Instead, the County Attorney is now defending the Board when it could 
have prevented costly litigation by giving sound legal advice in the first place.  Instead, 
good tax-paying citizens have erected flags in their yards as a sign of protest against 
unsound growth policies. 


As County Attorney, I will support any effort at protecting the beautiful natural areas of 
our County utilizing the philosophy of smart and responsible growth.  Generally, I will 
advise the Board to take into consideration the rights of property owners, the legal 
standards required for the use of eminent domain and the likelihood of expensive 
litigation should they embark upon unnecessary growth policies.

5)
Prioritizing our resources.  All governmental agencies are operating under limited and 
stretched budgets.  Law enforcement officers and prosecutors in this county are 
underpaid in comparison to their professional counterparts.  This has made it extremely 
difficult to retain quality people in these positions.  Adding to the stress of public safety 
employment is the fact that our criminal justice system has become bogged down in the 
prosecution of low-level cases at the expense of prosecuting serious, violent criminals.  
This is not just a mantra used by "demagogues"; this is reality.  I know this because I 
come directly from the trenches of the criminal justice system and I know how much 
time, energy and resources these cases consume.

The cornerstone of my campaign has been the idea of diversion programs for low-level 
offenders.  I support Court-Diversion for low-level underage drinkers and minor alcohol 
and drug offenders.  I support Court-Diversion for some low-level property offenders that 
emphasize mediation, payment of restitution and healing between aggrieved parties.  I 
support permitting low-level offenders to have a stake in their own success and to 
become invested in the community instead of being permanently criminalized.  If we can 
divert some of these cases into programs that take them out of our court-system and into 
community-based corrections, then we can preserve our vital and limited resources for 
the prosecution of violent criminals, the type of criminals that the citizens expect police 
and prosecutors to aggressively prosecute and imprison for our protection.
