CELEBRATE JOHNSON COUNTY’S FAIR!EST BLOCK FOR 2003

BLOCK PARTY AND TALENT SHOW
To celebrate the FAIR!est block of 2003, FAIR! will sponsor a block party and talent show. All applicants and FAIR! members will be invited to join FAIR!est block members as they share their block and talents with the entire community. Festivities will include local food and entertainment. 
[image: image1.jpg]



WHAT IS FAIR!?

FAIR! is an inclusive working membership organization which

· works for social, economic, and environmental justice

· promotes fair and accountable government

· builds community by strengthening local democratic practices

Membership in FAIR! is open to anyone interested in supporting its Statement of Purpose. Membership may be secured by payment of $25 annual dues PLUS a commitment of 8 hours of work on behalf of our community. Alternatively, members may commit to 12 hours of work in lieu of cash dues. To join FAIR!, write FAIR!, PO Box 1812, Iowa City, IA  52244-1812 or contact: Dave Redlawsk, 354-4532, redlawsk@ ix.netcom.com
MIRROR,     MIRROR, …

WHO IS THE

FAIR!EST

OF THEM ALL?
FAIR! IS SPONSORING A CONTEST TO FIND THE FAIR!EST BLOCK IN JOHNSON COUNTY

What does it mean to be a FAIR! block?   A FAIR! block is consistent with FAIR!’s four founding principles. A FAIR! block’s social relationships and physical design promote  social, economic, and environ-mental justice and local democracy.  

But what does it mean practically? By posing this question, we invite you to help construct an answer. Tell us why you think your block is the FAIR!est of them all. If you feel stuck, consider the Useful Tips included in this brochure, or go to FAIR!’s web site address at http://www.jcfair.org. Do not feel rigidly constrained by these tips. We provide them primarily as food for thought, and perhaps as a stimulus to action. 


How and when to apply? Applicants should submit a one- to two-page narrative that illustrates how their block exemplifies FAIR!’s values. Individuals or groups should submit applications by mail not later than September 12 to FAIR! Local Culture Committee, P. O. Box 1812, Iowa City, IA 52244-1812. 

Applicants are encouraged to submit supplemental materials to demonstrate their block’s FAIR!ness. These could include a map of the block that highlights areas mentioned in the written application, pictures, and excerpts from interviews with neighbors. Anything is possible. Applicants are encouraged to use creative and bold demonstrations of why their block is the FAIR!est one of them all.

Generally, a “block” is defined as two sides of a street from corner to corner, or the four sides of a square block. However, applicants can define their “block” in alternative ways.

What does the FAIR!est block win? The winning block will receive the pleasure of having a block party hosted by FAIR! in October 2003.  

Useful Tips for Assessing Your Block: 


1. Walk around your neighborhood, paying close attention to what happens and what lies within a 5-minute walk (a 1/4 mile or 1320 feet radius) from your front door.  


2. Talk to your neighbors. Learn from them and with them. Talk about what is FAIR! and not FAIR! about your block and neighborhood.  

3.  Link up with your neighborhood association, if one exists. What has your association done and what is it planning to do to create a FAIR! neighborhood?

4. Map the key features of your block and its surrounding neighborhood. Rough, even playful, maps would work. This is not a professional contest.


5. Obtain copies of plans and other public documents that directly pertain to your neighborhood. Discuss with your neighbors how these documents and plans will or will not make your neighborhood more FAIR!

6. Look to the future. Once you have assessed the FAIR!ness of your block, work with your neighbors to identify one reasonably inexpensive action that will make it significantly more FAIR!.

7. Consider joining FAIR! and helping to create a better Johnson County.

For further ideas, check out FAIR!’s web site.

IDEAS TO CONSIDER FOR THE FAIR!EST BLOCK OF ALL

--    Are neighbors on your block outside on a regular basis, interacting with each other?

--    Do people on your block and/or in your neighborhood organize social, cultural, and other events that are open to many or all residents?  Are these activities intergenerational?

--   
Do people on your block help each other out regularly?  For example, do they keep an eye on each other’s houses when neighbors are away?  Do they help out neighbors with chores (e.g., snow shoveling, storm damage pickup) when it’s clear help is needed—or even when it isn’t?

--    Is your block welcoming of newcomers and people of diverse lifestyles?

-- 
Do people on your block talk with each other about public affairs?  Are a substantial proportion of your neighbors involved in civic/public affairs?  Are any of them active in the neighborhood’s association?  Do any of them serve on local governmental boards or commissions?  Do people in your neighborhood vote regularly and in healthy numbers? 

-- 
Are there seasonal celebrations/activities that create a sense of community in your neighborhood?

--    Are there long-time residents of your block who can tell stories about your neighborhood and provide historical memory?  Does the area contain landmarks or sculptures that memorialize aspects of its history? 

-- 
Do a substantial number of your block’s residents/users reuse and recycle a large proportion of their household wastes, and do they significantly reduce their energy and water use by participating in available efficiency programs?  Do many of the lots on your block contain vegetable gardens?

-- 
Does the streetscape on your block feel safe and inviting, day or night, summer or winter, both to neighbors and to unfamiliar strangers?   Do buildings offer good transitions between private life inside the buildings and public life outside (for example, porches, balconies, and courtyards)?   Is the street lined with healthy trees that are natural to the region and which are maintained without chemical treatment?  Is the streetscape easily navigable by people with disabilities?

-- 
Do the residences on your block reflect a diverse mix of housing styles, types, sizes, ages, and costs, for a reasonably broad range of household incomes and living situations?  Are the buildings generally well-maintained?

-- 
Is your block well served by public water, sewer, and safety infrastructure?  Is the cost of those services fair and affordable? 

-- 
Are residents able to live in and move through the neighborhood as well as connect to other neighborhoods safely and easily by foot, bicycle, and public transportation? 

--    Is there a good variety of businesses and institutions within a 10-minute walk, bicycle ride, or bus ride of your block, not only those that provide essential goods and services, but also opportunities for public and social interaction?  Are these safe places for children and teenagers?  (Examples include a K-6 school, churches, a grocery store, a coffee shop, a restaurant, a day care facility, basketball courts, swimming pools, and a pocket, neighborhood, or community park).

-- 
Do businesses within a ten-minute walk of the block pay their employees a living wage and provide adequate health care and other benefits?

-- 
Is your block located in a city or area which contains public spaces (e.g., libraries, parks, swimming pools, streets, outdoor cafes, civic centers, plazas, and squares) in which neighbors and unfamiliar strangers can safely encounter one another?  Do neighbors use these spaces for public interaction and community building? 

