1st Annual Appraisal & Christmas Picnic
By Derek Dawkins
· As I explained briefly in the notice for the 1st Annual Appraisal day, we wanted to try a formula for a judging day which was substantially different to the normal “Concours” event, and hopefully less daunting to entrants. The result of our 1st attempt at this format on November 18th last year is as follows:

· Although the weather gave us a taste of what Melbourne's summer was going be like on through December, a reasonable turn out of 8 'S'-types presented for appraisal.  All vehicles arrived under their own steam, although one entry from a well know personality must have arrived via private roads to comply with Victorian legislation!  Not surprisingly, John Isaac's vehicle won the "Biggest (restoration) Challenge" category, and would be wide open for the "Most Improved" award next year.  However the joke is probably on us, as John is well up to the challenge, and expects to have the car on the market before he collects any more awards next November.

The other awards were as follows:

· Best Daily Driver - David Cervetto (P1B7845DN)
· Best Restored - Derek Dawkins (P1B7972DN)
· Most Potential - Allan Riddell (1B56570BW)

· The other participants (in results order) were:

· Geoff Talbot (1B6042BW)

· John Fowler (1B53177DN)

· Keith Mortimer (1B56619DN)

· Andrew Henshall (P1B7530)

· Allan Riddell (1B56570BW)

· John Isaacs (1B3006BW)

After we finished judging and were about to pack up another beautiful silver grey ‘S’-type arrived.  After a quick look over the vehicle we are pretty sure who next years winner will be, if he arrives on time…

The scoring system turned out to be somewhat controversial in the end with my car as a good example of the problems.  P1B7972 is well known as having a very dodgy paint job (shiny despite the bubbles & cracks) the leatherwork is split on both front seats, and the carpets only fair.  Although mechanically it is 99% (after a major restoration) it doesn’t give the impression of a car that would win anything.  

When you break the scoring system down the reason is apparent.  In my haste to reward cars that arrived roadworthy and mechanically sound I have overweighted the points in the engine and roadworthy areas.  Conversely, the paint and body condition is underweight by a similar amount.  Underweight with respect to what, you wonder?

Well, Geoff Talbot had an excellent idea that the weightings should be relative to the cost of fully renovating each item.  So I have done that roughly for each major area (engine, paint, interior etc), and found that RWC is 11% high, body 8% low and engine 8% high.  I will adjust the system for next years event.

