A Few Notes on the Qal Perfect Paradigm (3ms)

2006, Jonathan B. Kline The 3ms is the base form from which all the other forms are built.

( Sufformative = v)
In the 3fs and 3cp, the sufformative consists entirely of a vowel

(I, in the 3fs and 7 in the 3cp). Somewhat surprisingly, the
Qamets remains in the open propretonic syllable of these forms,

3ms BD | P_r IS)Et the Pathach in the open pretonic syllable reduces to Vocal
ewa.
. n? - ( Sufformative = Cv)
. In the 2ms, 1cs, and 1cp, we are simply adding a new syllable
2ms 13 | 5@ | E (which happens to be open: Cv) to the 3ms base form. The accent
' remains on the syllable 5?_5 and therefore the vowels in the first
2 nsu | P two syllables of these forms do not change.
o ! The 2fs form has the same vowel pattern as the 2ms, 1cs, and 1cp,
les ol | 5{5 | P but it is a bit anomalous. It has only two syllables, and the second
' C T of these violates the rule that a syllable cannot contain contiguous
15 m (i.e., side-by-side) consonants. nsf_DPT transliterates as follows:
3ep ‘ ‘ e qa | taltt . Both Shewas in the second syllable here are silent and
(for an etymological reason) the Daghesh in the Taw is a Forte;
2mp =lgl | 5@ ‘ P thus the form actually ends in three consonants (Itt). (Thus, the 2fs
. Sufformative is not Cv but CC! But since its vowel pattern is the
2fp ]n ‘ (j@ ‘ P same as that of the 2ms, 1cs, and 1cp, I have included it with
‘ ’ ' them.)
lcp 1) | 5@ | I~ ( Sufformative = CvC)
In the 2mp and 2fp, we are again adding a new syllable (which this
time happens to be closed: CvC) to the 3ms base form. Unlike in
the red forms, however, the accent in the 2mp and 2fp moves to
(Accents in the above forms are on the ultima unless otherwise noted.) the final syllable @R or JM). This causes the vowel in the first

syllable of these forms to reduce, as we would expect, since this
syllable is now an open propretonic. The 2mp and 2fp are the only
forms in the paradigm in which propretonic reduction occurs. In

every other form the vowel in the first syllable is Qamets.



