Lab Report Format
Objective: Clearly state the purpose of the experiment.  What are you trying to prove/find out?

Safety Precautions: List any specific dangers and preventive measures for the lab (in addition to the usual apron and safety goggles).

Materials: List the specific equipment you will need to complete the experiment.

Procedure: Outline the steps to be followed.  This can be concise, but it should be sufficient information for someone to complete the experiment without the written procedure in the lab write-up.

Data: List observations and any quantitative values (measurements) obtained.  This includes any tables and graphs.

Results: Any calculated values (from the data).  Show one clear example for each separate calculation, using your data.  This section should also include answers to any questions in the lab write-up.

Error Analysis: List specific factors that could have affected you results.  You should also be specific in what the effect would be (e.g., “… this would make the calculated result larger than the true value.”)

Conclusion: A short statement summarizing the results.  Are they in agreement with expectations?  What did you learn from the experiment?  Do you have any suggestions for improvement?

NOTE: Each student must complete a “lab prep” before doing the experiment.  This consists of the first four sections of the lab report.  If a group lab report is submitted, each member’s lab prep should also be included.  
