Chemistry – Mr. Zumpano


Extra help: Tuesdays and Thursdays after school – room 160; Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays after school – weight room (Gold gym); every day – Advisory.  In all cases, you should prearrange this with me.  In addition to getting individual help from me, consider forming a study group, signing up for NHS tutoring, or getting individual help from students who have taken this course. 

Make-up work: It is your responsibility to get whatever assignments and notes you miss.  If homework is collected when you are absent, you are expected to submit it the day you return.  If you miss a test or a lab quiz (pop quizzes are not made up), you are expected to take it the day you return (assuming your absence is an excused one).  If you are absent for material that’s collected or included in a test or quiz, you have the same number of days to make up the work as the number of days you are absent.

Late work: For work that is given a check (lab reports, homework), one minus will be given for each day late.  However, I am a firm believer in “better late than never,” so it is always better to turn work in late than not at all!  For example, lab reports not turned in receive a zero grade that gets averaged in with the lab quizzes to calculate the lab average, whereas a minus will simply reduce the average grade (but not nearly as much as averaging in a zero would).

Tests/quizzes: All tests (including the final exam) are open-notebook.  This includes handouts, old tests, etc.  It does not include photocopies or original pages of textbooks!!  This is done partly to encourage you to keep a detailed notebook, which is the single most important thing to ensure your success in this course.  To that end, I will also accept a completed notebook as a graded project each marking period.  NOTE: Quizzes are not open-notebook.  

Grades: In general, I give tests that will challenge the very best students.  As a result, I generally curve the grades.  


Writing Assessment: Any written materials that are graded (e.g., lab reports, projects, notebooks, etc.) will be done in accordance with the Pennsylvania Writing Assessment Domain Scoring Guide, with the emphasis on focus, content, and organization.


Assignments: All assignments, test dates, activities, lab quizzes, etc. will be listed on the blackboard (right side).  The information will remain there until new information replaces it.


Projects:  With the exception of notebooks, all projects (individual or group) must be approved at least one week before the end of the marking period.  A written proposal must be submitted for approval.  The completed project is due by the last day of the marking period.


Extra Credit: Extra credit may be submitted at any time. It will only be used you are within one point of the next letter grade.

Calculators: Please, do yourself a big favor – invest in a calculator!  This need not be anything elaborate.  A simple scientific calculator will help you tremendously.

Graffiti: You are responsible for your desk and the surrounding area.  If you find it in unacceptable condition, be sure to let me know as soon as possible to avoid being blamed for something you didn’t do.

Classroom Materials: You are expected to come to class prepared.  This means you are in your seat at the start of class, you have a notebook, a pen or pencil, and your textbook.


Cheating:  I am making a serious effort to discourage this in all forms (passing answers to other classes, plagiarism on projects, cheat sheets, etc.).  To be fair to all students, anyone caught will be dealt with in a serious manner.  In addition, no credit will be given on tests/quizzes for any answer where the work and/or reasoning are not included.


Group Work: Lab groups may turn in one lab report for everyone (be sure that each student’s full name is written clearly on the cover sheet).  Each student has the option of submitting an individual report if they choose to do so.  Marking period projects may be done as a group or individually.  In addition, group work in class sometimes results in the entire group receiving pluses.


Web Resources:  In addition to the resources included in the Science department’s folder on the district’s network, the availability of Internet help is ever increasing.  Specific links are given in the textbook. Take advantage of this for extra help, review, etc.  A detailed evaluation of one or more of these could be written up as a project.


Communication:  Please, feel free to offer suggestions, make comments, ask questions, etc. whenever the need arises.  I’ve been doing this for a long time, but life is all about change.  I value your thoughts!


