Chemistry -- Mr. Joseph Zumpano





Voice Mail: 610-938-6166; email: zumpajos@ssd.k12.pa.us


Textbook: Chemistry (Addison-Wesley)


“ANY FOOL CAN KNOW; THE POINT IS TO UNDERSTAND” - A. Einstein





Major Areas of Study





1.) Matter and energy


2.) Atomic structure, chemical bonding


3.) Stoichiometry


4.) Chemical reactions


5.) Solutions, gases, acids & bases


6.) Organic chemistry





Basic Requirements





Success in this course requires consistent work, both in and out of class.  This includes studying classroom notes and the textbook, working on sample and practice problems/questions, completing assigned homework questions and problems, preparing for laboratory experiments, analyzing the results of experiments, preparation of lab reports.  Each of these falls under the general heading of “homework,” and as a result, most students will need to be involved in one or more of these types of activities on a daily basis, whether or not a traditional written homework assignment has been given. 





Assessment





Tests: Three major tests each marking period.





“Pop” Quizzes: Approximately 4 – 6 each marking period.  The lowest of these is dropped. 





Lab Quizzes: Lab quizzes will be given periodically, the objective of which is to determine if an


understanding of the laboratory activity has been achieved.  These will be taken individually.





Lab Reports: These consist of the lab prep (title, objective, materials, safety considerations,


procedure outline), and the post-lab write-up (data and results, discussion of results, and error analysis).  These can be submitted individually or as a group.





Homework: Students will quickly discover that doing homework on a regular basis is necessary for


them to do well in this course.  Homework may be collected at any time.  This is in addition to the regularly assigned chemistry related news article summaries, which are due each Monday.


  


Project: Each marking period, students will have the option of completing one enrichment project, of


their own choosing, either individually or with a group. The intent of this assignment is to give students an opportunity to expand their experience with chemistry-related topics in both traditional and nontraditional ways.  If a student opts to complete a project, it will be given the same weight as one of the three major tests.  A written proposal must be submitted and approved at least one week before the last day of the marking period.





Pluses: There are several ways for students to get pluses, each one of which adds 0.2 points to the


marking period grade (on a 100 point scale).  These include answering difficult questions, asking high level questions, winning classroom competitions (individual and group), and correcting mistakes made by me or found in the textbook.





