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Good Morning, my name is Justin Mattes.

 I am a victim of medical malpractice. I am a victim of medical malpractice. I I am a victim of medical malpractice. I have cerebral palsy because my mother's obstetrician

committedcommitted malpractice in the way he handled my mother's labor whencommitted malpractice in the way he handled my mother's labor when I was born.committed malpractice in the way he handled my mother's labor when I was born. All the physical

problems that you canproblems that you can see I have todayproblems that you can see I have today are because of that obstetrician's terrible error. My parents

did not want to bring a malpractice suit against the doctor who delivered me.

Filing a malpractice suit was one of theFiling a malpractice suit was one of the biggestFiling a malpractice suit was one of the biggest steps I have ever made in my life.  The way

II looked at it, if I got any monies from the lawsuit it would be forI looked at it, if I got any monies from the lawsuit it would be for things I neededI looked at it, if I got any monies from the lawsuit it would be for things I needed to live a somewhat

independentindependent life so that I would not have to be a burden on my parents oindependent life so that I would not have to be a burden on my parents or the Stindependent life so that I would not have to be a burden on my parents or the State. These things

include: 

 " A computer so I could seek gainful employment 

 " A desk so I have the proper space so I can do my work

 " Motorized scooters and walkers to assist me in traveling long distances 

Mr. Rodriguez's firm tookMr. Rodriguez's firm took my case.  The defendantMr. Rodriguez's firm took my case. The defendant doctor only had a $500,000 malpractice

insuranceinsurance policy atinsurance policy at the time when I was born. The doctor agreed that  theinsurance policy at the time when I was born. The doctor agreed that the case should be settled for

thethe policy limits. This settlement tookthe policy limits. This settlement took away some of the financial burdens Ithe policy limits. This settlement took away some of the financial burdens I will face throughout  the

rest of my life! 

WhenWhen most people hear about pain and sufferingWhen most people hear about pain and suffering they assume the person is just feeling sorry

forfor themselves.  The suffering component of  these settlements often equals or exceeds the physical

element.element. I always hadelement. I always had trouble expressing the emotional difficulties I faced on a dailyelement. I always had trouble expressing the emotional difficulties I faced on a daily basis.  Meeting



newnew people is awkward for anyone, however  because of mynew people is awkward for anyone, however  because of my Cerebral Palsy, it can be a realnew people is awkward for anyone, however  because of my Cerebral Palsy, it can be a real struggle.

InIn case you haven �t noticed by now, my speech isn � t exact lyIn case you haven � t noticed by now, my speech isn � t exact ly what you wouldIn case you haven �t noticed by now, my speech isn �t exactly what you would call  � easy listening � .

ImagineImagine me trying to carry on a conversation withImagine me trying to carry on a conversation with a stranger who thinks I am mentally retardedImagine me trying to carry on a conversation with a stranger who thinks I am mentally retarded just

by the sound of my voice.

    When people    When people without physical disabilities first meet , it is almost always    When people without physical disabilities first meet, it is almost  always assumed they have

aa decent amount of intelligence.  When people first meet me, they assume thata decent amount of intelligence.  When people first meet me, they assume that Ia decent amount of intelligence.  When people first meet me, they assume that I am mentally retarded.

SinceSince my speech is greatly affected it takes me a bit longerSince my speech is greatly affected it takes me a bit longer to get the point across thatSince my speech is greatly affected it takes me a bit  longer to get the point across that I do have some

kindkind of intelligence! kind of intelligence!  Children come up to me and askkind of intelligence!  Children come up to me and ask what  happened to me. I have had to explain

CPCP to them and sometimes even their parents.CP to them and sometimes even their parents.  Talking over the phone  to someone whoCP to them and sometimes even their parents.  Talking over the phone  to someone who isn �t familiar

with my speech is nearly impossible. I always enjoy telling people about the timewith my speech is nearly impossible. I always enjoy telling people about the time my scooter broke

downdown and when I tried to call the police for assistance, the dispatch thought I was a prank caller.

ThatThat only would frustrate anybody, I deal these kinds of situations on a daThat only would frustrate anybody, I deal these kinds of sit uat ions on a daily basisThat only would frustrate anybody, I deal these kinds of situations on a daily basis!

EvenEven though I have a lotEven though I have a lot of freedom, there are simple tasksEven though I have a lot of freedom, there are simple tasks I will never be able to do

myself.myself.  For everything I can do, there is a listmyself.  For everything I can do, there is a list of things I can � t accomplish on my own.myself.  For everything I can do, there is a list of things I can � t accomplish on my own.  Dressing is

easy when I can just throw on a tee shirt and aeasy when I can just throw on a tee shirt and a pair of jeans, as you caneasy when I can just throw on a tee shirt and a pair of jeans, as you can see, I �m not wearing jeans.

Whenever I haveWhenever I have to wear a suit or even a coat and tie,Whenever I have to wear a suit or even a coat and tie, someone has to  help me. One time when my

parentsparents were at work I hadparents were at work I had to ask a friend who works inparents were at work I had to ask a friend who works in town to help me.  Eating can be even more

frustrating, especially any food that has to be cut up or eaten with a spoon is a hassle!  

A $250,000.00 cap on noneconomic damages would take away theA $250,000.00 cap on noneconomic damages would take away the onlyA $250,000.00 cap on noneconomic damages would take away the only opportunity that a

personperson like me, who hasperson like me, who has suffered permanent disability because ofperson like me, who has suffered permanent disability because of a doctor's malpractice, has to live

aa life with some amount of indea life with some amount of independence and ta life with some amount of independence and to enjoy some of the normal dignities of life.  A

$250,000 cap on pain and suffering$250,000 cap on pain and suffering damages if applied to my case would not$250,000 cap on pain and suffering damages if applied to my case would not begin to compensate



meme for the daily pain and suffering I have already experienced in my lime for the daily pain and suffering I have already experienced in my lifme for the daily pain and suffering I have already experienced in my life, much less what I will

continue to experience into the future.  

EveryoneEveryone without aEveryone without a disability assumes a birthright; I was not as fortunate. I couldEveryone without a disability assumes a birthright; I was not as fortunate. I could not have

foreseenforeseen theforeseen the problems I have faced nor have any ideaforeseen the problems I have faced nor have any idea what the future will bring.  At the right time I,

notnot my parents, madenot my parents, made the decision that I wanted to sue the doctor. Every penny that I received from

mymy lawsuit will go for my care and support overmy lawsuit will go for my care and support over my life time. I appreciated that fact thatmy lawsuit will go for my care and support over my life time. I appreciated that fact that I had the

opportunityopportunity to make my own decision andopportunity to make my own decision and feel that every child should haveopportunity to make my own decision and feel that every child should have that same right when they

becomebecome adults.  I appreciated that factbecome adults.  I appreciated that fact that I had the opportunity to make my ownbecome adults.  I appreciated that fact that I had the opportunity to make my own decision and hope

thatthat children in similar positions as Ithat children in similar positions as I was in, will havethat children in similar positions as I was in, will have the ability to exercise their constitutional rights.

II came here today so that everyone of you would know what malpracticeI came here today so that everyone of you would know what malpractice can do to a person andI came here today so that everyone of you would know what malpractice can do to a person and that

thethe damage is permanent. I came here today to askthe damage is permanent. I came here today to ask you not take turn children who were injuredthe damage is permanent. I came here today to ask you not take turn children who were injured like

me into second-class citizens by taking away the right to sue. Their rights rest in your hands

Dated: February 11, 2003 By:_______________________________

JUSTIN MATTES


