 

Learning the English Language On-line

 IT’S INTERESTING!    IT’S INNOVATIVE!    IT’S UP-TO-DATE!

 BE AMONG ONE OF THE FIRST TO BE INVOLVED IN E-LEARNING BY SIGNING UP FOR 

EITHER

 
MASTERING ENGLISH THROUGH E-LEARNING
         (for learners above 13 years)    

OR


 ENGLISH FOR COMMUNICATION PURPOSES
(for school leavers and adults)
Frequently Asked Questions

 Here are answers to some frequently asked questions.
What are the courses being offered and who are they for?

Both courses aim to help the learner improve his writing skills.
1. Mastering English through E-Learning is for learners above 13 years of age. This course is for those who want to improve their basic English language communication skills in their everyday lives. 

2.  English for Communication Purposes is for school leavers and adults who are involved in Business Communication, having to write letters, memos and reports in their course of work. 

Who is conducting these courses?

These e-learning courses are being conducted by Jennifer Duarte of JD Language Services in Ipoh. To know more about what she does and JD Language Services, visit her website at http://www.geocities.com/jaydee711.

How does one learn the English language on-line?

The duration of each course is six months. It relies on “learning by doing” with an active hands-on component. This means that you need to work at your computer most of the time and sometimes you need to be connected to the Internet, too.

What am I expected to do if I take up this course?

There are two sessions for these courses, one beginning in January and the other in July. There are 20 lessons for each course. When the course commences, a lesson will be sent to you every Monday for 20 weeks by e-mail. Learners are expected to spend at least 2 hours a week doing the activities prescribed in the lesson. Each learner can work at his own pace but a time frame is given during which he must finish certain set tasks. All tasks should be completed within 24 weeks of the start of the course. 

What do the tasks or activities involve?

The main task or activity is sending in your assignments through e-mail, so you must have an e-mail account. Some activities include contributing to a discussion and responding to questions. There may also be pair work and group activity. Browsing the web is another interesting activity, so you need to have an Internet connection.

How will I benefit?

Here are 14 reasons how you can benefit from the course you choose.

1. You will be reading more authentic English materials.

2. With time, you will comprehend more of what you read.

3. You will find new ways of expressing yourself better with your new word-power.

4. You will become more aware of grammatical errors and thus not make them.

5. Your writing will become more effective and accurate.

6. Your web skills will be the envy of your friends.

7. Your circle of friends will grow.

8. The course is flexible so you can work at it at your own time and pace.

9. Throughout the course, you will have the guidance of a personal tutor.

10. You will become an independent learner, being able to search for yourself web links that can help you improve your competency in the language even after the course is over.

11. There are no exams! Instead you will be assessed according to the on-going tasks that you perform.

12. You do not need any formal qualification to enrol for this course.

13. The course will give you greater confidence in using the language.

14. You save time travelling for classes.

What skills do I need to have?

Do you know how to retrieve your mail? Can you follow simple instructions in English easily? Do you know how to type on your keyboard? Do you know how to send out mail? Can you get on to the Net and surf the World Wide Web? If your answer to all these questions is “yes”, then you should have no problems. If you are unable to do any of these things, do not worry. We will guide you at every step of the way. You could also get help from your friends for these basic skills.

How can I join?

If you are interested in learning English on-line, send an e-mail message to Jennifer Duarte at duarte@time.net.my. (Just left click on this e-mail address and a message box will appear. Write a short message expressing your interest in taking up e-learning on-line.) An Enrolment Form will be sent to you. You will need to fill it up and return it to duarte@time.net.my. If everything is in order, a lesson will be sent to you every Monday after the course begins for the next 20 weeks (provided your fees have been paid).

What happens when the 20 weeks are up?

You are actually given 24 weeks to complete the 20-week course. At the end of the 24-week period, a certificate will be awarded for above average work.

Is there an exam?

There is no final exam. However, learners will be assessed according to the tasks that they have been assigned. The assessment of your capabilities is based on:

1. tutor observation

2. verbal and written comments between tutor and student

3. the student’s online activity for each lesson.

Feedback will be given on your performance at least three times throughout the course. If you are below 18 years of age, a progress report will be sent to your parents (on request).

How do I pay?

Payment can be credited into the account of Jennifer Duarte at the branches of either RHB Bank or Bank Simpanan Nasional. Payment of fees can be made in one lump sum within the first month of registration or in two equal instalments to be paid on the first month and before the fourth month of the course. This means that the first four lessons are FREE and your fees are for 6 months of study.

How much do I need to pay for the course?

The schedule of fees is as follows:

	
	FULL FEES
	INSTALMENT TERMS

	1. MASTERING ENGLISH THROUGH 

E-LEARNING


	RM600
	2 payments of RM320 each to be paid on the first and third month after commencing Lesson 1.

	2. ENGLISH FOR COMMUNICATION

PURPOSES


	RM760


	2 payments of RM400 each to be paid on the first and third month after commencing Lesson 1.


What other benefits are there?

1. You do not need to attend formal classes.

2. You can study at your convenience in comfort.

3. Your thinking will be stimulated through various discussion topics.

4. It will teach you to be a more independent learner.

5. You will learn to express yourself better in the written word.

6. You can consult your tutor on anything concerning the use of the English language.

7. Your web skills will improve and, of course,

8. The first four lessons are FREE!

What do others say about these courses?
Learner 1: I saved a lot of time. I did not have to travel for classes.

Learner 2: Choice of study times was up to me and I had my own personal tutor. I did the lessons when I was free …. sometimes before I left for work in the morning …. a good time to surf the web. 
Learner 3: I never missed any lessons cos all the lessons were sent to me on time – either on Monday morning or before that. The weekly lessons in my In-box helped me to be more disciplined and to plan my study time.

Learner 4: I had so many queries about the use of the language which I had come across. My tutor always gave a simple explanation that helped me understand better. Take my advice and ask questions. You’ll learn faster.

Learner 5: The tutor corrected all the assignments that I did. There were also tips on how I could make my work more presentable. Presentation is so very important because it influences the reader.

Learner 6: If you like surfing the Net, the course will take you places. Try out the first four lessons for FREE. You won’t regret it.

Learner 7: The lessons are easy to download especially since there are seldom any attachments. 

Learner 8: The language in the lessons is easy to understand. If we want to improve our English, we must do the lessons ourselves. If we do not do the work ourselves, we will never learn.

Learner 9: Tests don’t make you better at English. You have to listen and read, speak and write. If you want to be good at English, get someone to comment on what you say and how you say it. Then you’ll improve. Here, the tutor will help you along, being your critic and advisor.

Learner 10: I feel I can express myself better now, not only in writing but also in speaking. But I still have a lot to learn.


ENHANCE YOUR COMMUNICATION


OUR GUARANTEE

1. The first four lessons are free to help you gauge whether the course suits your needs and your learning style. We will welcome any comments or suggestions from you.

2. Throughout the course of 6 months, you will have a personal tutor whom you can consult for technical guidance and educational advice.

3. Your assignment tasks will be corrected and returned to you on a regular basis.

4. If your English is not good enough to understand the course, we will tell you and advise you of ways in which you can bring yourself up to the level required.

5. If we are satisfied with your performance throughout the course, we will award you a Certificate of Participation.


YOUR GUARANTEE
1. You must do the tasks yourself for maximum results. Do not get others to do them for you. 

2. You should work conscientiously and attempt to successfully complete all the tasks while keeping to the time schedule.

3. You must keep in constant touch (at least once a week) with your tutor so that your progress can be monitored.

So what do I need to do now?

If you have any queries, send an e-mail message to duarte@time.net.my requesting further information. 

To register for a course, request for an Enrolment Form and return the completed form as soon as possible to duarte@time.net.my. 

Jennifer Duarte

JD Language Services

