Tribute by Tenacious D Words and Music transcribed by JohnnyWu2®©



notes: This is by far one of the most difficult of all the d's songs.  But if you can play stairway then you can play this as well, it follows similar patterns and what not.  Just listen to the song (tribute) and play it. That sounds easier than it actually is.  This is not the album version, it is the orginal episode version.  Scroll down for lyrics and chords.



Section I:  This is the intro part, the exact notes are not as important as the chords themselves.  You can strum the chord any way you want,  I throw in the hammer ons whenever i "feel" they should be there.

     Am

e-------------------------------------------------------

b--------------------1--1--1--1h3p1--0h1--1---1--

g--------0h2------2---2--2-------------------2---2--

d--0h2-----------2----2--2-------------------2---2--

a----------------0------0--0-----------------0----0---

e---------------------------------------------------------



Section II:  "Play the best song in the world..."   This part is similar to section I but it starts out differently, then adds a two chords to the progression. For the first part, play the open "A string" in the Am chord but mute the strings with your strumming hand, it deadens the sound but still creates a tone.  The "m" is for mute.

   Am 

e----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

b-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

g-----------------------------------------------------------------------------   goto section I at "soul" 

d-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

a--0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m0m-(repeat as necessary)-

e------------------------------------------------------------------------------



then... at "ok"

   Am         G                  F

e--0-0-0----3--3--3------1---1--1--1--1--

b--1-1-1----0--0--0------1---1--1--1--1--

g--2-2-2----0--0--0------2---2--2--2--2--

d--2-2-2----0--0--0------3---3--3--3--3--

a--0-0-0----2--2--2------3---3--3--3--3--

e------------3--3--3-------1--1---1--1--1--



Section III: "It saved our butts...": This section is just like a certain "stairway" song that i heard once, hm?  I will tab it the way I hear it on the actual episode.  The chords probably arent exact as far as the names (when i say Cmaj7add5 you kick it!), but oh well, the tab is right. the "\" means slide

  Am     C7add5  C         Bmin7      Fmaj7              G   Am       

e-----5---7-----7--8----8---2-----2----0------0---------3---0--0---------------

b----5------5--------5---------3--------0h1-----1-------0---1--1---------------

g---5---------5--------5---------2------2----2-----2-----0---2--2---------------

d--7-----6---------5--------4-----------3-------------3---0---2--2---------------

a------------------------------------------------------------2---0--0--0\2\8--7---

e------------------------------------------------------------3-----------------------





Section IV: Satan's surprise.... This part is pretty difficult but practice at it to get fast enough to keep up with JB.

  Am  Am7  Em   D         Am Am7  Em D  C  D  D

e--0--3--3--0--7--5--5--5---0--3-3--0--7--5--3--5--5---------------

b--1--1--1--1--8--7--7--7---1--1-1--1--8--7--5--7--7---------------

g--2--2--2--2--9--7--7--7---2--2-2--2--9--7--5--7--7---------------

d--2--2--2--2-----------------2--2-2--2---------------------------------

a--0--0--0--0-----------------0--0--0-0---------------------------------

e---------------------------------------------------------------------------



  Am  Am7  Em   D         Am Am7  Em D  C  D  D

e--0--3--3--0--7--5--5--5---0--3-3--0--7--5--3--5--5---------------

b--1--1--1--1--8--7--7--7---1--1-1--1--8--7--5--7--7---------------

g--2--2--2--2--9--7--7--7---2--2-2--2--9--7--5--7--7---------------

d--2--2--2--2-----------------2--2-2--2---------------------------------

a--0--0--0--0-----------------0--0--0-0---------------------------------

e---------------------------------------------------------------------------



"And you're rocking..."

   Am        G           F

e-0--0--0--3--3--3--1--------------------

b-1--1--1--0--0--0--1---------------------

g-2--2--1--0--0--0--2---------------------

d-2--2--2--0--0--0--3---------------------

a-0--0--0--2--2--2--3---------------------

e------------3--3--3--1-----------------

back to Section I until "we are but men....rock!!" then this is played once

"Haaaaaaaaaaauuuwwuaaaaaa. Haaauuuww ah wau auw oh oh whoa oh ohh."

    D       Fmaj7   C        G        Fmaj7

e-2-2-2--0-0-0--0-0-0--3-3-3--0------------

b-3-3-3--1-1-1--1-1-1--0-0-0--1------------

g-2-2-2--2-2-2--0-0-0--0-0-0--2------------

d-0-0-0--3-3-3--2-2-0--0-0-0--3------------

a------------------3-3-3--2-2-2----------------

e---------------------------3-3-3----------------



Section V: "This is not..." This section is kind of tricky because the chord changes come pretty randomly, it is easier to listen to the words and change with them so i have put the words in where the changes go.  I'm not going to tab out the chords here because they are just the basic Am and G chords, strumed normally.  Throw some hammer ons with the Am to spice it up like KG does.

Am              G                                        Am		      G          Am

This is not the greatest song in the world, no, this is just a tribute

Am		  G			 Am                                        G          Am

couldn't remember the greatest song in the world, no ah oh NO! This is a tribute 





Section VI: "Auuwww to the greatest song...."  This is one of the hardest parts of the song.  Plan on keeping fingers open to use with the hammer ons, I will put the fingering as best i can below the tab.  I obviously dont feel the exact chord names are important, use the chord names as symbols to trigger a visual picture of the chord that i have tabbed.  Watch the original episode and you can kind of see KG do it correctly.

    A5	     G?            F#?                   F

e--0--0--0----0--0--0----0--0--0--0--0----1--1--1--------------------------------------------

b--0--0--0----0--0--0----3--3--1--0--1----1--1--1--------------------------------------------

g--2--2--2----2--2--2----0--0--0--0--0----2--2--2--------------------------------------------

d--2--2--2----2--2--2----0--0--0--0--0----3--3--3--------------------------------------------

a--0--0--0-----0--0--0----0--0--0--0--0----3--3--3-------------------------------------------

e--0--0--0-----3--3--3----2--2--2--2--2----1--1--1-------------------------------------------



For the "A5" use your middle and ring finger to hold the chord then add your pinky for the next ("G?").

For the "F#?" use your middle finger on the F# (deepest E (2)), B-string hammerons = your ring for the "3" and your index finger for the "1"  (confusing but go slow and you'll see how this helps)

You may also want to use your thumb for the "F" root note ala Jimi Hendrix style because its faster. 



Section VII: Conclusion.  A series of Emajor to Fmajor changes strummed as fast as you can ala Pete Townshend (see also Pete Townshend - "Drowned").  There are some hammer ons and pull offs but they happen so fast its hard to tab them because they come from nowhere and i cant count how many strums are before and after here are the two chords tabbed out.

      E               F

e---0-----------1--------------------------------------------------------------

b---0-----------1--------------------------------------------------------------

g---1-----------2--------------------------------------------------------------

d---2-----------3--------------------------------------------------------------

a---2------------3------------------------------------------------------------

e---0------------1------------------------------------------------------------

Use your last three fingers (not your index finger at all) for the E so that you can just slide into the F.



Lyrics with Chord names:

Am

A long time ago, me and my brother Kyle here

Am

we were hitch hikin' down a long and lonesome road

Am

all of a sudden, there shined a shimmery daemon

Am

in the middle of the road, and he said......



Am

"play the best song in the world, or i'll eat your soul" (kyle): soul....

Am

well me and Kyle, we looked at each other, and we each said.... (together): "ok"

Am		  G			 F

and we played the first thing that came to our heads, just so happened to be...

Am		    G		         F		             Am                  G               F

the best song in the world, it was the best song in the world, oooooohhhh yeahhhh, aaaauuuwwww...



and it saved our butts.....



Am     C7add5  C         Bmin7      			Fmaj7              G   Am 

			because the daemon woulda killed us, aauuww

Am                               C7add5          C                            Bmin7      Fmaj7              

but he was forced to set us free by the honor code that daemons

             G   Am 

have to live by, 

Am                      Am7                 Em   D         Am           Am7             Em             D   C    D   D

cuz its satan's surprise and it's magic, and it's a mystical desguise.....rucka goo ah oooooh

Am          Am7                Em   D      Am      Am7       Em  D   C  D  D                                     Am  G  F

the devil's song and it's tragic, you are the mystical eyed virgin and you're rocking.



Am

well needless to say, the beast was stunned, whip crack! went ya swampy tail

Am

and the beast was done, he asked us (snort) "be you angels?" and we said "nay!,

Am

we are but men" ROCK!! 

                  D       Fmaj7   C        G        Fmaj7

(together) Haaaaaaaaaaauuuwwuaaaaaa. Haaauuuww ah wau auw oh oh whoa oh ohh.

Am	          G			  Am		    G            Am

This is not the greatest song in the world, no, this is just a tribute

Am		        G          	             Am			  G		A5

couldn't remember the greatest song in the world, no ah oh NO! This is a tribute ooohhh

    A5	     G?            F#?                   F               A5	     G?            F#?                   F

to the greatest song in the world, aaalright to the greatest song in the world, aaalright

    A5	   G?                                          F#?                           F

it is the best motherfuckin' song the greatest song in the world auw...



(JB:) reuw euw oiw blan chigga fuogy boun flan chigga fladda blabba fladda blablah ehbeauw



         euwla flanch chigga fra fa fa fa freh flagga babbah feggah reggah mama Lucifer....

    A5	     G?            F#?                   F

    A5	                 G?                             F#?                        F                                   A5

And the peculiar thing is this my friends, the song we played on that fateful night,

G?                 F#?                                       F                 

didn't actually sound anything like this song! this is just a tribute (together)

                           G?            F#?                   F                         A5	 G?         F#?                   F

(together) you gotta believe me, and i wish you were there, just a matter of opinion ooohaaaaaaah FUCK!!

    A5	     G?                    F#?                               F

Good God and God lovin' ya so surprised to find ya can't stop him

 A5                        G?                     F#?                                      F

aup fuh and a roowy ount fauw, RRRich mothafucka' can fuck a aaauuwww 

      E               F     (x 3)

The End: This is a hard song so take it on in sections, this tab is for the original episode version and not the album version.  If you have questions about how to play any of the parts then email me... 

JohnnyWu2@hotmail.com you can also email me with corrections, requests, and/or suggestions.  You can watch KG hit some of the chords on the original episode, thats how i learn some of the songs and chords.  Rock on.


