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	The Art of Disney: Friendship stamps feature several world-famous friends: Goofy, Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck; Bambi and Thumper; Simba and his father, Mufasa; and Jiminy Cricket and Pinocchio. The Postal Service will issue the 37-cent, self-adhesive stamps next summer. 
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OMING SOON to an envelope near
Cyou: Mickey Mouse. Disney is
teaming up with the U.S. Postal
Service to create a set of commemorative
first-class postage stamps featuring Mickey
and some of his famous buddies.
Mickey’s isn’t the first Disney face to
appear in the post office. Walt made his
debut on a stamp in 1968, followed by
Snow White 30 years later. But the current
project, says Disney senior manager Melanie
Swartz, one of the folks charged with putting

Spring 2004

Mickey in the mail, is Disney’s most ambi-
tious postal event.

Twelve first-class stamps will be issued
over the next three years. The theme for
2004 is “Friendship” and will feature a
quartet of stamps, each depicting one of
Disney’s enduring partnerships: Mickey,
Donald, and Goofy; Bambi and Thumper;
Simba and Mufasa; and Pinocchio and

Jiminy Cricket (above). The themes for

2005 and 2006 are not yet set, but each
will include one Mickey stamp plus three
with other Disney characters. “Every year
we’ll have Mickey,” says Swartz. “He’ll be
the cornerstone.”

The stamps are scheduled to arrive in
post offices this summer. Swartz says the
Postal Service will release nearly 200 mil-
lion of each stamp (about 1.5 billion in the
whole collection). —Lisa Oppenbeimer
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