Philosophy

William Shakespeare wrote, “This above all- to thine own self be true, and it must follow, as the night the day, thou canst not be false to any man.”  I believe this, and I think that in order for a teacher to be true to ones self, one must put them selves in the best position to teach effectively.  In order to provide this position, a teacher must always be ready to engage and challenge his students.  Class should be an active and energetic exchange of ideas with only the highest expectations placed upon students. Through integrity and hard work, I believe the highest expectations can be surpassed. 

The English classroom is a special place for student and teacher because it contains the study of the single most profound element of human culture, the book.  Through books, an English teacher has the ability to navigate his students through the pitfalls and curiosities of life.  Because of this special benefit of the English classroom, I believe an English teacher has a special responsibility to his students, to present themes in literature honestly and carefully, with only the most sensitivity towards student needs and concerns. 

A teacher should be breaking down walls and reaching new heights in his classroom.  Everyday should be an improvement on the next, every lesson must challenge and motivate students to reach the next level.  Teaching should empower students to learn how to learn, as well as communicating knowledge to them.  

A student has the right to reach for the stars but they can only do that if the environment they are learning in allows it.  A classroom built on truth can only produce students who practice it. I want to provide this type of learning experience, in order to make our world a better place.  

