2-Day Unit Plan:

Class:  
Commack High School 12th Grade English

Objectives:

-Student’s will understand and appreciated how “point of view” determines the language and the voice of their writing  

-Writing to encourage conflict resolution and compromise through the examination of student’s concerns.  

-Writing to understand opposing viewpoints.  

-Writing to facilitate group dynamics.  

-Writing in a real rhetorical situation.

-Writing with the intent to consider two sides of an argument as a third party arbitrator.

Standards met:

*All four N.Y.S Learning Standards are incorporated in this Unit Plan:

-Standard 1 – relationships, collect data, facts, and ideas, discover, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

-Standard 2 -As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language for self-expression and artistic creation.

-Standard 3 -analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will present, in oral and written language and from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues.

-Standard 4 -use oral and written language for effective social communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and listeners, they will use the social communications of others to enrich their understanding of people and their views.
Time:  -Eighty Minutes

Writing Activities Incorporated:  

*Three essays from three different points of view that all address the same issue.

-Writing a letter to a parent or a school administrator arguing a rule that affects them and offering a change.

· Students must offer a least three contested points of that rule.

· Student’s must counter each point with a new point that benefits them and tell why.

· Students must write persuasively with a clear intent using persuasive tools and arguments to validate their points effectively.

-Writing a response to a peer generated letter written to a Parent or School Administrator.

· Students must write from the perspective of the Parent or School Administrator.

· Students must write counter responses addressing the three or more points that the letter brings up with their own points written from the Parent or School Administrators point of view.

· Students must write persuasively with a clear intent using persuasive tools and arguments to validate their points effectively.

-Writing a compromise that is fair and equally beneficial to both parties.

· Students must address all of the points brought up in both letters.

· Students must write from the perspective of independent arbitrators that favor neither party.

· Students must write intently and precise to communicate a clear and complete solution.

Class Discussion:

-Persuasive Writing

· What makes writing persuasive?

· What writing tools do writers use to argue?

-Compromise and Arbitration

· What is compromise and why is it effective?

· What is an Arbitrator?

· When is compromise needed and why?

· Why do we sometimes need third parties to enact compromise?

-Point of view and voice

· What is the point of view of a piece of writing?

· How does a piece of writings point of view affect the voice of the writing?

· What rhetorical tools shape the point of view of a piece of writing?

· Why is it useful to write from different point of views?

Class Activities:

-Students must choose a Parental rule or a school rule they want to change.

-Students must write a letter to the appropriate party.

-Students must switch papers with their peers.

-Students must read and respond to their peer’s letter, writing their responses from the     point of view of whoever their peer generated letter addresses. 

-Students return their letters to each other with their responses.

-Students read the responses to their letters.

-Students must write a compromise based on the letters they wrote and the responses they got from the point of view of a third party arbitrator. 

-Students return a copy of their responses to each other so that they have a portfolio of four pieces of writing:

· Their original letters. 

· There responses to a different letter. 

· Their written compromises.

· The response they got from another student to their own letters.

-Students must hand in all four pieces of writing to the teacher for a grade.

Teacher Assessment:

Students will receive four grades:

· One grade for their letters.

· The student will be judged on their letters persuasive effectiveness.

· The student will be judged on the requirements they have met for the letter.

· The students will be judged on the their ideas and the three or more main points they include.

· The student will be judged on whether or not the new proposal is clear, communicated to the reader, and backed up with persuasive rhetorical tools that try to validate the student’s main points.

· One grade for their responses.

· The student will be judged on how well they adopt the point of view of the school administrator or parent.

· The student will be judged on how well they counter the letters points with their own adopted counter points.

· The student will be judged on their responses persuasive effectiveness.

· The students will be judged on the requirements they have met for their responses.

· One grade for their compromises.

· The student will be judged on how well they adopt a third party point of view.

· The student will be judged on the “fairness” of their compromises and how well they try to facilitate both parties’ wishes.

· The students will be judged on their ability to separate them selves from their arguments in their writing.

· The students will be judged on how well they assess all of the points brought up in both, their letters and the responses they have received.

· One grade for their overall portfolio presentation that is the average of the three other grades.

· The student will be judged on how well they were able to change their point of view and adopt different point of views and different voices in their writing.

· The student will be judged on their ability to switch from one voice to another while still writing with power and effectiveness.

· The student will be judged on whether or not they show that they understand that language is the sole determiner of rhetorical argument and presentation in spite of personal preference or opinion.

Actual Time of lesson and Class activities:

-Ten Minutes

Class discussion on persuasive tools used in writing.

-Five Minutes, 
Students choose their issues.

-Twenty Minutes, 
Students write their first letter.

-Five Minutes,

Class discussion on point of view and voice.

-Five Minutes, 
Students trade their letters with a neighbor.

-Twenty Minutes, 
Students write their responses.

-Five Minutes,

Students get back their letters and a peer generated response to their letter.

-Ten Minutes,

Class discussion on Compromise and Arbitration.

*Over Night Homework

-Students write their compromises.

*Students Turn In one portfolio the next day with four pieces of writing.

Unit Plan Follow up:

Future lesson Plans and class assignments that can branch from this unit plan.

· The Students will be encouraged to show their portfolios to their parents or a school administrator with the real intent of changing a rule.

· The student will bring in a newspaper article that shows a conflict that needs a resolution.  They will be asked to write a resolution to the conflict.
· Students will be asked to write a personal narrative about a time they used compromise to solve either their own problem or someone else’s problem.
· Students can respond to a literary conflict in a book they are reading, by offering a compromise to the protagonist and antagonist in the story.
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