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Whenever I used to ask my dad how to spell a word, or what a word meant, he would tell me to look it up.  I knew this was to make me a more knowledgeable person but at the time, before the web, it always just seemed like a waste of time.  Now, I frequently tell my cousins, nieces and nephews the same thing only I say, Google it if your curious.  One of the teacher’s I observed did this continuously throughout her class.  It was either a dictionary or a web search.  Every time a question was presented or a word needed clarification she would either hand the student a dictionary or let them go over to the CP and search the word.  I thought this was an example of good teaching and it fulfills Principle 3 of the NYS Code of Ethics.


NYS Code of Ethics Principle 5 requires that educators collaborate parents.  In my 100 hours of field experience I have never heard a teacher mention calling a student’s parents or planning to.  I did however experience a disturbing comment by a teacher towards a particular student.  When I inquired about a student and asked what the problem was (she had her hand raised all class and the teacher never called on her once,) the teacher said to “forget her.”  He said she was a troublemaker and a loose cannon and that he’d given up on her a long time ago.  NYS Principle 1 says that; Educators nurture the intellectual, physical, emotional, social, and civic potential of each student.  I felt really bad for this student and wondered how a teacher could become so jaded.  I think this teacher was absolutely wrong in his attitude and I think he is missing the whole point on what his job is.  I want challenging students because I know that when I finally make a difference to the student it will be more rewarding than just giving up on them.


During my field experience I was afforded the opportunity to grade and comment on a bunch of student essays.  I looked for common mistakes across the board and I developed a lesson based on those to go over with the class, I also complemented each student for one or two exemplary things about their essay.  The essays were in letters to local politicians about either a student concern about his or her community or suggestions from students about local laws, civic associations or events.  This exercise and my subsequent grading and commenting align well with INTASC Dispositions Standard 2.


I observed a class in which the teacher used a song from an MP3 player she had confiscated from a student to teach a short story about a similar subject.  It was very random and last minute but I’d have to say it was the most engaging and interesting 15 minutes of High School I saw in my 100 hours of observations.  This fulfills INTASC Dispositions Standard 4.  I also want to implement a wide variety of media and instructional strategies in my classroom.        

