Luke 1:13-14, 18-20, 24-25 

The angel said to Zechariah, 'Do not be afraid, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth is to bear you a son and you shall name him John. He will be your joy and delight and many will rejoice at his birth.'

Zechariah said to the angel, 'How can I know this? I am an old man and my wife is getting on in years.' The angel replied, 'I am Gabriel, who stand in God's presence, and I have been sent to speak to you and bring you this good news. Look! Since you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time, you will be silenced and have no power of speech until this has happened.' Some time later his wife Elizabeth conceived and for five months she kept to herself, saying, 'The Lord has done this for me, now that it has pleased him to take away the humiliation I suffered in public.'

 Fears in Life.  Fear has an effect on us only if we allow it to. We often allow "fear" to affect us when what we value in life e.g. our family, health, wealth are "threatened" with division or deterioration.  If we put what we value into God's hands, then fear would have no place in our lives.  If we trust in God, then even if we lose what we value, we would know that there is a bigger mystery that cares for everything.  So, nothing is lost!   See how Zechariah did not dare to trust God

Luke 1:26b, 28-32a, 34-35, 38 

Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a virgin name Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, you who enjoy God's favour! The Lord is with you.’ 

She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God's favour. Look! You are to conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High.’ 

Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this come about, since I have no knowledge of man?’ The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God.’ 

Mary said, ‘You see before you the Lord's servant, let it happen to me as you have said.’ And the angel left her. 

"Response to God": Have you lately experienced a special desire or request to carry out some special task for God e.g. help someone in need? How was your response? Were you afraid? If so, why? Like Mary, we should be in touched with God in our lives and be vigilant in saying "Yes" to Him.
"Trusting God": When God says, "Nothing is impossible to me," He means it literally. Mary took the angel's words seriously. Do we? Trusting may not always be easy, but not to trust and want to be in control is to be an insecure Christian.

"Dependence on God": To experience this divine gift is to feel God in a personal and intimate way. To experience this, we need to be humble. We need to know that we are not "that great" and that without God's blessing, we are nothing in this world. Be grateful and be dependent on God always..
"Mary – God’s Chosen One": Mary is so blessed to be the Mother of the Son of God who is also fully man. Mary’s totally selfless response and sinless self make her the most perfect creature of God’s whole creation. Let us ask Her to pray for our needs and for those of those who suffer.
Luke 1:26-35, 38 
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 

He went in and said to her, `Rejoice, you who enjoy God's favour! The Lord is with you.' She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, `Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God's favour. Look! You are to conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.' 

Mary said to the angel, `But how can this come about, since I have no knowledge of man?' The angel answered, `The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. 

Mary said, `You see before you the Lord's servant, let it happen to me as you have said.' And the angel left her. 

Easter-"God's Creativity." God's creativity is clearly evident in the wonders of nature, the chuckle of an infant . . . God's infinite wisdom pervades all of reality. But, do we have the "eyes to see, the ears to hear, the hearts to feel" His presence?  If we do, then this should give us hope in our world of chaos and pain.  We should also beg for His Divine Mercy and never forget that He continues to use His us His creativity to reach out to us daily.   How sensitive are we to His creativity? 
"Human Freedom": God never forces us to choose His Will. Without human freedom, we will not be able to show Him how much we love Him; we would be mechanical robots. To love is the most beautiful human way of expressing the divine within us.
"Honesty with God": If we truly love God, we must be honest and transparent with Him; we must bring all our pains, joys, dreams, doubts etc to Him. With such honesty, our relationship with Him will deepen. No better way to live Advent
Luke 1:26-33 
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. He went in and said to her, 'Rejoice, you who enjoy God's favour! The Lord is with you.' She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, 'Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God's favour. Look! You are to conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.' 

 Submission to God. Each of us have our particular ways of living ourlives. Some of our ways of thinking, saying and doing things can offend people, including the people we love. While we feel anger, frustration etc. towards them, we also often feel the need to "swallow our pride" and give in to bring more peace in our homes, office, church etc. Are these promptings God's ways of wanting us to submit to Him?  Learn from Mary to contemplate and submit to God's Will in our Gospel

"Immaculate Conception Feast": Today's Feast reminds us of how God "depends" on and desires our cooperation in His Plan of Salvation. Are we like Mary - so in tuned with and in loved with doing God's Will or are we "Sunday Catholics?"

Luke 1:39-45 
Mary set out at that time and went as quickly as she could into the hill country to a town in Judah. She went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. Now it happened that as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

She gave a loud cry and said, 
`Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? Look, the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.' 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth some three months and then went home. 

Excited about life?  Do I find my daily life to be filled with problems and pain, or do I look forward to live and face the new challenges of each day?  Generally, do I find my life to be fulfilling or routine?  Why?  What are my concerns or who are the people who give me the joys of life?  Mary and Elizabeth were very sensitive to the presence of God. The more sensitive we are to God's presence in our lives, the more challenging and fulfilling our lives would be and become.
God has blessed us abundantly. Yes, we admit that each of us have this or that problem.  However, in worrying and complaining over our problems, do we know how much God has blessed us?  Have we always to look at the

negative side of life and not the blessings of life?  Mary's trials in life were enormous, but she never once failed to see how "Blessed she was." That's the Spirit of Advent!   Look at life through Mary's eyes of faith.

"Spiritual Consolations": When John the Baptist heard Mary's greetings, he leapt for joy. Can we also not say that our deepest joys are those moments when we encounter God? Spiritual Consolations are profound moments of union with God.
"Belief and Gratitude": Mary’s heart never succumbed to any doubt that drew her away from God’s Will. She was a woman whose faith was unshakable, even though her life was threatened with death. She was totally selfless and totally grateful to God for all that she has. Are we grateful to God?
Luke 1:39-46, 56 

(The Assumption of the Virgin Mary) 

Mary set out at that time and went as quickly as she could into the hill country to a town in Judah. She went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. 

Now it happened that as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, 'Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? Look, the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.' 

And Mary said: 
'My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord … '

Mary stayed with Elizabeth some three months and then went home

"Procrastination": Mary in today’s Gospel shows us how her responses to God’s call is always so prompt. Mary’s priorities and focus of life is clearly doing God’s Will. Procrastination often “steals” us from doing and living our life for God. Our “not yet” will become “never.”

Luke 1:46-55 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; 
because he has looked upon the humiliation of his servant. 
Yes, from now onwards all generations will call me blessed, 
for the Almighty has done great things for me. Holy is his name, 
and his faithful love extends age after age to those who fear him. 
He has used the power of his arm, he has routed the arrogant of heart. 
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and raised high the lowly. 
He has filled the starving with good things, sent the rich away empty. 
He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his faithful love 
- according to the promise he made to our ancestors - of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.

Beyond fears. There are many "fears in our life." Such fears are not only those of our ordinary concerns in our life e.g. health, financial, family. They do include some of what God is challenging us to take up e.g. active in church activities, vocation to the priesthood and religious life etc.  If we feel such desires within, especially when they seem persistent, do have a serious chat with Our Lord.  Learn from Mary.

Luke 1:57-60, 62-64, 80 
The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a son; and when her neighbours and relations heard that the Lord had lavished on her his faithful love, they shared her joy. 

Now it happened that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were going to call him Zechariah after his father, but his mother spoke up. `No,' she said, `he is to be called John.' They made signs to his father to find out what he wanted him called. The father asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, `His name is John.' And they were all astonished. 

At that instant his power of speech returned and he spoke and praised God. Meanwhile the child grew up and his spirit grew strong. And he lived in the desert until the day he appeared openly to Israel

Our role in God's plan: When God created the world He wanted all of us to live in love and harmony. However, we misused our freedom, and since Adam and Eve, we the human race have continued to destroy God's creation and disfigure His love through our sin. Yet, in God's creation many too have lived saintly lives and died heroic deaths out of God's love and for the sake of the good of all peoples. Mary, Elizabeth, John the Baptist etc. were such persons.     What is our role to "restore" the brokenness of the world for God?
"Doubts are obstacles": When we have doubts about God, His divine power cannot work through us; our goodness, giftedness etc are all "suppressed" by our doubts. But, when we dare to trust Him, He will surely bless us beyond what we expect 

"Human View": We so often insist on ways of doing things because we are convinced that we are right; others wrong, including God! Human rigidity is a form of insecurity and even pride. We need to trust God more.

Luke 1:67-68, 76-79 
John's father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, for he has visited his people, he has set them free …..

And you, little child, you shall be called Prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare a way for him, to give his people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the faithful love of our God in which the rising Sun has come from on high to visit us, to give light to those who live in darkness and the shadow dark as death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

The Holy Spirit in us.  Zechariah filled with the Holy Spirit, proclaimed the truth about Jesus.  Do we realise that the Holy Spirit is within each of us?  We are the Temples of the Holy Spirit.  Do our lives proclaim the Good News of Jesus or are we too concerned with proclaiming ourselves?  Jesus' coming to us is to dispel the darkness of our lives. Do we rejoice in this truth?  What other Good News are we waiting for?

"Divine Light": The Good News of Christmas is that the Divine Light has come to shed light in our world of darkness - in chaos and with millions suffering. This Light gives us lasting Hope; a Consolation that evil powers cannot remove from us. So, rejoice!!
Luke 2:22-25a, 26-27a, 28-31 
When the day came for them to be purified in keeping with the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord - observing what is written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated to the Lord - and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is prescribed in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. 

Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout man. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple. 

He took Jesus into his arms and blessed God; and he said: 
'Now, Master, you are letting your servant go in peace as you promised; for my eyes have seen the salvation which you have made ready in the sight of the nations.' 

Consecration to God.  Jesus was consecrated to God in the Temple. This is the total offering of self to God. Today, many practice the "consecration" of families to the Heart of Christ where Jesus becomes the head of the family, protects it and cares for it specially with His love.  Have we in some ways already "consecrated" ourselves and our families to God?  Have we also renewed  this consecration through our daily love for Him?  Prophet Simeon lived for God. He was truly fulfilled.  

"Seeing God": Do we "see" God? If we have the eyes of faith, then we will be able to "see and find God" in all events, people and also within ourselves. If God does not mean much to us, then nothing can convince us. How open are we to God?
Luke 2:22, 39-40 
When the day came for them to be purified in keeping with the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. 

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 

And as the child grew to maturity, he was filled with wisdom; 
and God's favour was with him. 

"Holy Family": How is our experience of family life? Christmas season is less "holy" if we continue to experience brokenness, anger, etc. in our family, especially when truth is not acceptable and too painful to swallow; beg for God's grace of healing.
Luke 2:36-38 

There was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been married for seven years before becoming a widow.She was now eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. 

She came up just at that moment and began to praise God; 
and she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. 

"Christian vocation": How did we live this year 2002 as a Christian? Did we live a "holy" life? This "holiness" of having God as very much part of all my daily activities and decisions? Did my hectic and daily secular life concerns distance me from God?
Luke 2:41-46, 48-49, 51b 

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up for the feast as usual. 

When the days of the feast were over and they set off home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it. They assumed he was somewhere in the party, and it was only after a day's journey that they went to look for him among their relations and acquaintances. When they failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere. 

It happened that, three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them, and asking them questions. They were overcome when they saw him, and his mother said to him, `My child, why have you done this to us? See how worried your father and I have been, looking for you.' 

He replied, `Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?' His mother stored up all these things in her heart. 

Living our Christian faith:  Each of us have different ways of living our Catholic Christian faith. Many of us attend Mass and receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation frequently.  Still others, deepen these practices with our active involvement in our Parishes, Neighbourhood Groups etc. How much involvement is enough?  Listen to the Spirit of God speaking to you in your heart and through your family.  The voice of God comes to us in different ways.
 Mary tried to discern the Spirit's voice . . . as Jesus was living out His Father's Will. 
"Faith – Human side": Our Christian faith is not an abstract divine faith. We experience God and live our faith precisely in and through our human experiences. Mary’s faith was absolute trust in God’s Will, yet she “panicked” when her divine Son was lost.
Luke 2:41-47, 48-49 
Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up for the feast as usual. 

When the days of the feast were over and they set off home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it. They assumed he was somewhere in the party, and it was only after a day's journey that they went to look for him among their relations and acquaintances.When they failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere. 

It happened that, three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them, and asking them questions; and all those who heard him were astounded at his intelligence and his replies. 

His mother said to him, `My child, why have you done this to us? See how worried your father and I have been, looking for you.' He replied, `Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?' 

 Lent: "Motives."  Misunderstandings often happen because our good motives/intentions have been misunderstood.  There is no sin in such instances because there is no intention to mislead others.  Yet, we know how such "mistunderstandings" can lead to strain relationships and hurts.  So, it is important for us to learn to overlook such "misunderstandings" and not take them too seriously.  Mary and Joseph too learnt how to accept such "misunderstandings."

Luke 4:16-22a 
Jesus came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to read, and they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is written: 
The spirit of the Lord is on me, for he has anointed me to bring the good news to the afflicted. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives, sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord. 
He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, `This text is being fulfilled today even while you are listening.' And he won the approval of all, and they were astonished by the gracious words that came from his lips. 

The Good News - Bored? The Word of God tells us about God and His divine Will.  But, do we really appreciate and value His Word?  Or, are we so "prejudiced" and "bored" that we often do not even pay attention to His

Word when it is proclaimed during the Eucharist.  We tell ourselves, "I have heard that story before!"  So, while we are physically present to the Word, our minds and interests are elsewhere. How true is this of us?

"Are we Important to God?": We are not only important but precious to God; and precious in a very personal way to God. Yes, not only us, but the whole human race! Jesus shared the Good News unreservedly to all peoples. But, how generous have we been in sharing this divine love with others?
"Skepticism & Superstition": We sometimes question our faith unnecessarily like skeptics or we react overcautiously/fearfully in superstitious ways. Both, show the superficiality of our faith. Be more discerning; be more mature; avoid extremes.
"God’s Compassion": We often fail to see how much God’s compassion has healed us and protected us from harm because our focus is too much on our hurts and narrow self interests. Begin to be more grateful to God, and you will begin to see God’s compassion more clearly.
Luke 4:24-28 
Jesus came to Nazara and spoke to the people in the synagogue: `In truth I tell you, no prophet is ever accepted in his own country. `There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you, in Elijah's day, when heaven remained shut for three years and six months and a great famine raged throughout the land, but Elijah was not sent to any one of these: he was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a town in Sidonia. 

And in the prophet Elisha's time there were many suffering from virulent skin-diseases in Israel, but none of these was cured - only Naaman the Syrian.'When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was enraged. 

Lent - "Blindness."  Many of us blame God for not being there for us when we needed Him or for not preventing certain illness or bad things to happen to us. Often God has answered our prayers already, but in His ways (not ours).  

Often, the problem is not God but our own blindness which want God to come to us in our ways. Thus, many of us should stop complaining and stop asking for more, but instead "count our blessings."  Open your eyes wider.
"Insecurity": Many of us cannot admit that others are better than us. Our genuine praises are rare; basically we are insecure about our own giftedness. If we are able to see that all gifts and talents are from God, and that they are meant for the service of His people, insecurity will dissolve.

Luke 4:31-36 
Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath. And his teaching made a deep impression on them because his word carried authority. 

In the synagogue there was a man possessed by the spirit of an unclean devil, and he shouted at the top of his voice, 'Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy One of God.' 

But Jesus rebuked it, saying, 'Be quiet! Come out of him!' And the devil, throwing the man into the middle, went out of him without hurting him at all. 

Astonishment seized them and they were all saying to one another, 'What is it in his words? He gives orders to unclean spirits with authority and power and they come out.' 

"Deeds and Words": Jesus as Saviour was shown clearly through His miracles and Teachings. Our true self is shown not only through the way we speak, but also through our deeds (the quality of our lives.) First, we need to learn how to love, then speak about love later.
"Evil Spirits": Evil Spirits are powerful if we allow them to instill fear and falsehood into our minds and hearts. However, if our faith in Our Lord is strong, no Evil Spirits can ever cause us any harm. God’s power is infinitely greater to protect and guide us. Do we trust enough?
Luke 4:38-42a 
Leaving the synagogue Jesus went to Simon's house. Now Simon's mother in law was in the grip of a high fever and they asked him to do something for her. Standing over her he rebuked the fever and it left her. And she immediately got up and began to serve them. 

At sunset all those who had friends suffering from diseases of one kind or another brought them to him, and laying his hands on each he cured them. Devils too came out of many people, shouting, 'You are the Son of God.' But he warned them and would not allow them to speak because they knew that he was the Christ. 

When daylight came he left the house and made his way to a lonely place. 

"God's Goodness": God loves and cares for us more than we think. Yet, we treat God as though He is not in touched with what we are experiencing e.g. our illness, worries etc. No, God's miracles show how He is truly so good and caring! Open our hearts more to believe this.

"God Cares": God truly cares and cures. We can be “cured” physically, or emotionally (i.e. feel the strength to accept the illness), or spiritually (i.e. an increase in faith to let God “decide” the outcome) of my illnesses, needs etc. The greatest tragedy is to lose trust in our God who cares and cures.
Luke 5:4-9, 10b-11 
When Jesus had finished speaking he said to Simon, 'Put out into deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.' Simon replied, 'Master, we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but if you say so, I will pay out the nets.' And when they had done this they netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so they signalled to their companions in the other boat to come and help them; when these came, they filled both boats to sinking point. 

When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, 'Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful man.' For he and all his companions were completely awestruck at the catch they had made. 

But Jesus said to Simon, 'Do not be afraid; from now on it is people you will be catching.' 
Then, bringing their boats back to land they left everything and followed him. 

"Trust God": When all is well, it is "easy" to trust God, but when we experience failures, hurts etc. God seems to be "remote." Today's Gospel challenges us to go beyond our emotions and pain, and trust God like Peter who simply obeyed. Are we resisting God? How?

"Trust in God": Many find it so difficult to trust God because somehow we “feel more secure” trusting ourselves. Such “false security” and “foolishness” is like preferring to hold on to our five dollar note than to believe in our parents’ promise to provide for our needs.Trust God more!
Luke 5:12-16 
Jesus was in one of the towns when suddenly a man appeared, covered with a skin-disease. Seeing Jesus he fell on his face and implored him saying, `Sir, if you are willing you can cleanse me.' He stretched out his hand, and touched him saying, `I am willing. Be cleansed.' At once the skin-disease left him. He ordered him to tell no one, `But go and show yourself to the priest and make the offering for your cleansing just as Moses prescribed, as evidence to them.' 
But the news of him kept spreading, and large crowds would gather to hear him and to have their illnesses cured, but he would go off to some deserted place and pray.

Our Prayer Life?  Jesus always prays fervently to his Father; more so when His ministry gets very hectic and demanding. Does this ring a bell?  Does this remind us of our need also to "pray fervently?" Our tendency is to

focus on our human attitudes in relationships, but "forget" our attitudes in our prayer.  Take some time off from your "service" and ponder more deeply on how you have been praying.

"Trust & Healing": When we seek God's help for our needs, we must dare to trust totally. God's miracles can come indirectly through doctors and the spiritual renewal of our faith in Him. Have more faith and you will "see" His healing taking place.
Luke 5:17-18, 20-21, 24-25 
Jesus was teaching one day, and the Pharisees and teachers of the Law, who had come from every village in Galilee, from Judaea and from Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was there so that he should heal. And now some men appeared, bringing on a bed a paralysed man whom they were trying to bring in and lay down in front of him. Seeing their faith he said, 'My friend, your sins are forgiven you.' The scribes and the Pharisees began to think this over. 'Who is this man, talking blasphemy? Who but God alone can forgive sins?'

To prove to you that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins,' - he said to the paralysed man - 'I order you: get up, and pick up your stretcher and go home.' And immediately before their very eyes he got up, picked up what he had been lying on and went home praising God.

Miracles as Proof. Our human tendency is to want proof before we believe in something. We sometimes expect people we love e.g.a spouse, a friend etc, to prove to us that they love us.  It is not surprising that we expect this even from God.  That is why many of us "bargain" with God to heal us, solve our problems etc before we commit ourselves to Him.   Do we expect "proof" or miracles from God? If we do, then our love for Him is not deep.

Luke 5:27-32 
Jesus noticed a tax collector, Levi by name, sitting at the tax office, and said to him, `Follow me.' And leaving everything Levi got up and followed him. 

In his honour Levi held a great reception in his house, and with them at table was a large gathering of tax collectors and others. The Pharisees and their scribes complained to his disciples and said, `Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?' 

Jesus said to them in reply, `It is not those that are well who need the doctor, but the sick. I have come to call not the upright but sinners to repentance.' 

 Lent - our attitudes?!  Lent is a good time to look into our hearts to see the type of attitude we have of others.  Do we tend to be overcritical and negative about them, and even envious at their success/blessings?  Are we judgmental about them because we are not at peace with our selves or are we self-righteous in thinking that they should be as good and "holy" like us?  Be positive, be Charitable, be Christian!
"Faith & Envy": How intimate is your relationship with God? One good way to test this is to ask, "Am I envious when others are 'better' than me e.g. wealth, faith etc? If so, there is envy in my heart. I need to grow more fully in the Lord.

Luke 5:33-38 
The Pharisees and the scribes said to him, 
‘John's disciples are always fasting and saying prayers, 
and the disciples of the Pharisees, too, but yours go on eating and drinking.’ 

Jesus replied, 
‘Surely you cannot make the bridegroom's attendants fast while the bridegroom is still with them? But the time will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them; then, in those days, they will fast.’ 

He also told them a parable, 
‘No one tears a piece from a new cloak to put it on an old cloak; 
otherwise, not only will the new one be torn, 
but the piece taken from the new will not match the old.
And nobody puts new wine in old wineskins; 
otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins and run to waste, 
and the skins will be ruined. 
No, new wine must be put in fresh skins.’ 

“Newness” of Jesus: We are all challenged to live the Gospel more fully and more radically. To accept this challenge is not so easy; we need God’s strength, and we need to “die” to our “old ways” if they are stifling our love for God and others.
Luke 6:1-5 
One Sabbath Jesus happened to be taking a walk through the cornfields, and his disciples were picking ears of corn, rubbing them in their hands and eating them. Some of the Pharisees said, 'Why are you doing something that is forbidden on the Sabbath day?' 

Jesus answered them, 'So you have not read what David did when he and his followers were hungry - how he went into the house of God and took the loaves of the offering and ate them and gave them to his followers, loaves which the priests alone are allowed to eat?' 

And he said to them, 
'The Son of Man is Master of the Sabbath.' 

Rules - Relationships": All of us need rules and guidelines e.g. traffic rules, laws to keep peace, justice etc. Religious life and even homes have "rules." However, we have to see that such "rules" do not inhibit genuine growth and love for God and one another.
"Faith & Laws": Do we have difficulties obeying the “Laws of the Church?” If so, it is good to ask “Why are we upset?” Do our emotions reveal that our faith is conditional instead of being
“unconditional?” Speak to the Lord from your heart

Luke 6:6-11 
On the Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach, and a man was present, and his right hand was withered. 

The scribes and the Pharisees were watching him to see if he would cure somebody on the Sabbath, hoping to find something to charge him with. But he knew their thoughts; and he said to the man with the withered hand, 'Get up and stand out in the middle!' And he came forward and stood there. 

Then Jesus said to them, 'I put it to you: is it permitted on the Sabbath to do good, or to do evil; to save life, or to destroy it?' Then he looked round at them all and said to the man, 'Stretch out your hand.' He did so, and his hand was restored. 

But they were furious and began to discuss the best way of dealing with Jesus. 

"Good Deeds": Doing good to others is a value which Jesus upheld as essential.Thus, Jesus cured the cripple even on the "Sabbath." Do we put conditions on the good deeds we do i.e. in return we expect to benefit from our good deeds? Such deeds are "selfish" deeds; not good deeds.

Luke 6:12-13, 17-19 
Jesus went onto the mountain to pray; and he spent the whole night in prayer to God. 

When day came he summoned his disciples and picked out twelve of them; he called them ‘apostles’. 

He then came down with them and stopped at a piece of level ground where there was a large gathering of his disciples, with a great crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon who had come to hear him and to be cured of their diseases. 

People tormented by unclean spirits were also cured, and everyone in the crowd was trying to touch him because power came out of him that cured them all.

"Prayer": Jesus withdrew from His active Ministry to pray daily, more so, when important decisions had to be made e.g. choosing apostles. When we pray, we encounter God in the "silence"; the core of our being; we hear and sense why we do what we do daily.

"Jesus – “Needs us”: God strictly can do without us, but He doesn’t want that. Jesus wants us to be His mouth (speak His truth), legs (reach out to the lost), hands (serve His people), heart (be His forgiving love and compassion to those who are hurting.) Are we?
Luke 6:12-16 
Simon and Jude, Apostles 
 

Jesus went onto the mountain to pray; and he spent the whole night in prayer to God. 

When day came he summoned his disciples and picked out twelve of them; he called them ‘apostles’: Simon whom he called Peter, and his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon called the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot who became a traitor. 

"Our Sacred Space": Jesus often went off on His own to pray; He needed to renew His love for His Father. We too all need to spend time to be "alone" with God; just Him and me in our intimate and private ways and space. Do we?
“Apostles – God’s work”: Peter denied Jesus three times and Judas betrayed Him for some extra cash. Yet, they were chosen as Apostles! We should never feel that we are unworthy to do God’s work. God does not expect us to be perfect. If there is love in our hearts, we should show others how much God loves them too.

Luke 6:20-26 

Fixing his eyes on his disciples Jesus said: How blessed are you who are poor: the kingdom of God is yours. Blessed are you who are hungry now: you shall have your fill. Blessed are you who are weeping now: you shall laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son of man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, look! - your reward will be great in heaven. This was the way their ancestors treated the prophets.

But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation now. Alas for you who have plenty to eat now: you shall go hungry. Alas for you who are laughing now: you shall mourn and weep. Alas for you when everyone speaks well of you! This was the way their ancestors treated the false prophets.

God's view and God's ways.  We are all accustomed to certain ways of seeing and doing things.  For many of us, the present is a repetition of the past and the future will likely be a continuation of the present. Little has changed in our behaviour and attitude toward others and toward life.  Some of us have simply grown older, but not necessarily wiser. Some argue that such a life is more "stable and secure;" everything is predictable, so,"don't rock the boat."  How true are these?    God's views and ways want us to "grow and take up daily challenges."
"Priorities and Focus": The Beatitudes are to help us see that there is more to life than our material, financial, emotional needs. They remind us to set our mind and heart on what truly lasts for ever i.e. even after we die. Beatitudes challenges us to live the way God wants us to live.

"Do we forget God?”: It is easy to get caught up by our daily hectic and stressful life; our anxieties seem to sap all our energies. Ponder, “How does God want us to lead our lives?” If we don’t, we will loose our sense of purpose in life and also of God. This is spiritual disaster.
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Luke 6:27-28, 36-38 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'I say this to you who are listening: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat you badly.

'Be compassionate just as your Father is compassionate. Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and there will be gifts for you: a full measure, pressed down, shaken together, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap; because the standard you use will be the standard used for you.'

God's gifts are overflowing.  Some of us complain, "Where are God's gifts and blessings?  Others have them, but where are mine?  God is unfair!" God wants to give us His blessings to the full, but He also wants us to open our hearts and hands to receive them.  To open our hearts and hands to God, we have to have a heart that knows how to love, feel compassion, and forgive even if it hurts.

"Compassion": If we say we love and believe in Jesus whose love led Him to His death and resurrection for our sake, then such beliefs and love must be shown through concrete actions. One good question is, "Do I care for people who are in need e.g poor, depressed?"
"Christ-like life”: To live the Gospel values of Christ: “love your enemies, do good to those who hate you; be compassionate etc . . .” make good sense, when we do them out of love for Christ. If you find this difficult it wasn’t easy for Jesus either! Beg for God’s for strength to be more like Him.

Luke 6:36-38 
Jesus said to his disciples: `Be compassionate just as your Father is compassionate. Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and there will be gifts for you: a full measure, pressed down, shaken together, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap; because the standard you use will be the standard used for you.'

Lent: "Make the first move."  All of us want God to be compassionate towards us instead of Him condemning us. We also want Him to forgive us and bless us abundantly. God longs to give us of all these, but He also wants us first to show such goodness of compassion, forgiveness, care and generosity toward others.  In making the "first move" our hearts would become more "prepared" to receive what God wants to give us and how He wants to love us. How often have I made the "first move"?
"Compassion and Forgiveness": These virtues stand out very strikingly in Jesus e.g. Prodigal Son, forgiving His enemies on the Cross etc. How do we fare in these virtues? Do we love God enough to want to be more like Him in being compassionate and forgiving?

Luke 6:39-42 

Jesus told a parable to his disciples, 
"Can one blind person guide another? Surely both will fall into a pit? 
Disciple is not superior to teacher; but fully trained disciple will be like teacher. ‘

Why do you observe the splinter in your brother's eye and never notice the great log in your own? How can you say to your brother, “Brother, let me take out that splinter in your eye,” when you cannot see the great log in your own? 

Hypocrite! Take the log out of your own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough to take out the splinter in your brother's eye."

"Spiritual “Blindness”?: We tend to be very critical and harsh in our judgment of others. Yet, we don’t realise what a poor image we are of the “Christ who loves, forgives and saves.” Jesus, wants us to “hold our tongue,” and look into our own hearts first before we judge.

Luke 7:2-4, 6-7, 9 
A centurion in Capernaum had a servant, a favourite of his, who was sick and near death. Having heard about Jesus he sent some Jewish elders to him to ask him to come and heal his servant. When they came to Jesus they pleaded earnestly with him saying, 'He deserves this of you.'

So Jesus went with them, and was not very far from the house when the centurion sent word to him by some friends to say to him, 'Sir, do not put yourself to any trouble because I am not worthy to have you under my roof; and that is why I did not presume to come to you myself; let my boy be cured by your giving the word. When Jesus heard these words he was astonished at him and, turning round, said to the crowd following him, 'I tell you, not even in Israel have I found faith as great as this.'

Faith and humility.  To have faith is to have a very special gift from God.  Yet, we know that faith alone is not enough; we can sometimes be "proud Christians".  But, if we have humility to go with this faith, we can be sure that our faith will be very focused and firmly rooted in the Lord.  This is because humility is recognising how dependent we are on God and how grateful we should be to Him for all the blessings He as given us.

Luke 7:11-17 
Jesus went to a town called Nain, accompanied by his disciples and a great number of people. Now when he was near the gate of the town there was a dead man being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a considerable number of the townspeople was with her.

When the Lord saw her he felt sorry for her and said to her, 'Don't cry.' Then he went up and touched the bier and the bearers stood still, and he said, 'Young man, I tell you: get up.' And the dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Everyone was filled with awe and glorified God saying, 'A great prophet has risen up among us; God has visited his people.' And this view of him spread throughout Judaea and all over the countryside.

God's Compassion. Jesus' heart "melted" when He saw a mother's only son die in Nain. So, He raised the son back to life to soothe the mother's anguish. While we are fully aware of Jesus' divine powers, we sometimes forget that He was also fully human and feels as much pain as us. Jesus will also want to soothe our pain and sorrow. Do we believe that if Jesus "has not answered our prayers," then we have not trusted Him enough. 

"Faith - compassion": If God is real to us and if we value our faith, then we must learn to be more like Christ i.e. in the compassion that we show to others through reaching out to the despised and rejects of our family, society etc. This is not easy. So, Will we? When? Who? How? 

"God's Compassion": God truly feels and even suffers with us in all our pains. Yes, we must believe this truth in our guts. If we do, then we will never despair regardless of the pains we have. Jesus proved this truth in today's Gospel.

"God’s Compassion": Many wonder why God does not seem to answer our prayers e.g. heal us, solve our problems, etc. If it is possible, God would surely want to “wipe away all our sorrows.” He only wants what is best for us. But, God’s Will and His ways are mystery; we need to trust Him.

Luke 7:31-35 
Jesus said to the people: 'What comparison, then, can I find for the people of this generation? What are they like? They are like children shouting to one another while they sit in the market place: We played the pipes for you, and you wouldn't dance; we sang dirges, and you wouldn't cry.

'For John the Baptist has come, not eating bread, not drinking wine, and you say, ''He is possessed.'' The Son of man has come, eating and drinking, and you say, ''Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.'' Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.'

Are we rejecting God? If we do not want to do something, we will find the excuses. If we do not want to be open to what God wants of us, we will interpret God's invitations and ways negatively. Sometimes, we even blame the Church and others for being hypocrites, and the like. Perhaps, it might be good to ask ourselves today, "Are we rationalising and procrastinating our decisions to respond to God's invitation to live differently and to love Him more? 

Sincerity": Are we sincere to God in the way we live our daily lives? If we are then, our Christian faith must form the basis of our decisions, and influence the way we interpret events and people e.g. justice etc. Do we justify our wrongdoings?
"Life-Superficiality”: In today’s IT world everything is progressing and changing very fast. Life is experienced as superficial and people seem distracted, helpless and confused. God seems irrelevant and detached. Don’t give up; hang on; God still cares and loves you.
Luke 7:36b-38, 44b-47 
When Jesus arrived at the Pharisee's house and took his place at table, suddenly a woman came in, who had a bad name in the town. She had heard he was dining with the Pharisee and had brought with her an alabaster jar of ointment. She waited behind him at his feet, weeping, and her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them away with her hair; then she covered his feet with kisses and anointed them with the ointment.

Then Jesus said to Simon, 'You see this woman? I came into your house, and you poured no water over my feet, but she has poured out her tears over my feet and wiped them away with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but she has been covering my feet with kisses ever since I came in. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. For this reason I tell you that her sins, many as they are, have been forgiven her, because she has shown such great love. It is someone who is forgiven little who shows little love.' 

Striving for Compunction  . . .  Are we honest in admitting our sins and determined in overcoming them each day? The woman in today's Gospel  came to Jesus in Holy sorrow for all her sins and was filled with tears to wash

and purify her soul.  Compunction will be lasting and fruitful only if we make a sincere personal effort to receive it worthily and apply it wisely. Pray for this gift of compunction and as you become more eager to make up

for your sins, you will find hard things becoming easier.

"Our Reputation": If we are over concerned about what people think of us, then it is good to ask, "Is there too much self love in me?" "Why am I so defensive?" We need to love God more than our own reputation. Focus on God, the "self" will take care of itself.

"Christian View”: As Christians who believe that Jesus has gained and given us the gift of eternal life, we must view life and people from Christ’s point of view. Sinners were not condemned, but seen as people to whom God’s compassion reaches out and wants to save.
Luke 8:1-3 
Jesus made his way through towns and villages preaching and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. 

With him went the Twelve, as well as certain women who had been cured of evil spirits and ailments: Mary surnamed the Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, Joanna the wife of Herod's steward Chuza, Susanna, and many others who provided for them out of their own resources.
"Lay Collaboration”: It is essential that the clergy and religious engage in “active-genuine” collaboration and not simply a token action. God’s Spirit is truly vibrant in lay people who are indispensable. Be more active in your local Church and allow God to use you as His instrument.
Luke 8:5a, 11-15 
Jesus told this parable: 'A sower went out to sow his seed.

'This, then, is what the parable means: the seed is the word of God. Those on the edge of the path are people who have heard it, and then the devil comes and carries away the word from their hearts in case they should believe and be saved. Those on the rock are people who, when they first hear it, welcome the word with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of trial they give up. As for the part that fell into thorns, this is people who have heard, but as they go on their way they are choked by the worries and riches and pleasures of life and never produce any crops. As for the part in the rich soil, this is people with a noble and generous heart who have heard the word and take it to themselves and yield a harvest through their perseverance.'

Do I take God seriously?  Am I easily "deceived, discouraged and disoriented by trials, choked by the worries and pleasures of the world, or do I have a generous heart who would yield a rich harvest through my commitment and single-mindedness to God in whatever He wants of me?  The choices in life are many. God continues to give us His strength, but are we serious about wanting to live for Him?

Luke 8:16-18 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'No one lights a lamp to cover it with a bowl or to put it under a bed. No, it is put on a lamp-stand so that people may see the light when they come in. For nothing is hidden but it will be made clear, nothing secret but it will be made known and brought to light. So take care how you listen; anyone who has, will be given more; anyone who has not, will be deprived even of what he thinks he has.'

Share God's love with others. What is the purpose of my life? We all have our dreams and longings in life. We are somehow "never satisfied" with what we have. If we look at these "longings and dreams" we will find that

they are actually our desire for a deeper meaning in life. Many of us experience this as our deep desire to be fulfilled by God – more specifically, fulfilled by God's love. Is this true of our experiences?

"Transparency": One of the "best" ways to lead our lives is to live in the alert awareness of God's loving presence in every thing, and that He knows our every good and bad thoughts, words and deeds. Such living promotes honesty and overcomes hypocrisy.
"Life – A Purpose”: Our life is not to be squandered on superficial, let alone on shameful/sinful ways. It is to be lived meaningfully; like Christ who is the “light” (caring) to those in “darkness” (pain), the hope and the truth (honesty) to those who live aimless lives (self-destruction).

Luke 8:19-21 
The mother and brothers of Jesus came looking for him, but they could not get to him because of the crowd. He was told, 'Your mother and brothers are standing outside and want to see you.' But he said in answer, 'My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and put it into practice.'

Whom do we love most?  Many of us would immediately say, "I love my wife/husband, children most."  There is nothing really very wrong about this.  Hopefully, more of us would say, "I love God most."  Everything is right about this.  To put God first is to know how to love the other "loves" of our lives more meaningfully. Hopefully, none of us would say, "I love myself most."  Everything is wrong in such a statement.  It is self-centeredness.

"Social Status or Spiritual Union": Which of these give us more fulfilment? If our sense of importance is because of our social status and not our spiritual union with God, then we have missed the very essence of life. Life is about deepening our intimacy with God. Ponder on this.
"Our Self”: Do we realise that our “spiritual self” i.e. our faith experiences of God is a deeper and more authentic reality of who we are than our “emotional and physical realities? So, do not allow our emotions and external appearances to dominate us; be more in touch with God within us
Luke 9:1-6 
Jesus called the Twelve together and gave them power and authority over all devils and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. He said to them, 'Take nothing for the journey: neither staff, nor haversack, nor bread, nor money; and do not have a spare tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there; and when you leave let your departure be from there.

As for those who do not welcome you, when you leave their town shake the dust from your feet as evidence against them.' So they set out and went from village to village proclaiming the good news and healing everywhere

How much do we love God?  All of us love God in different ways and in different intensities.  But, God's love for us is always constant, unconditional and always for our good in every way. Do we believe this? If we do, then we must love God in return and also as selflessly as we can.  Such "genuine" love for God must necessarily include our desire to serve Him. How much have we served God?

"Be Focused in Life": Many of us exist, but do not live our lives to the full. We drift with the currents of the secular-materialistic world and get excited and quarrel over small things. Be human; be focused; be what God wants us to be - witness to the Gospel.
"Good Deeds”: When we do good deeds because we want to love God in very concrete ways, we need not worry about what people may say e.g. seeking attention, praise etc. God sees our heart. What pleases God is more important than what pleases people.

Luke 9:7-9 
Herod the tetrarch had heard about all that was being done by Jesus; and he was puzzled, because some people were saying that John had risen from the dead, others that Elijah had reappeared, still others that one of the ancient prophets had come back to life. But Herod said, 'John? I beheaded him. So who is this I hear such reports about?' And he was anxious to see Jesus.

Peace in our hearts and minds?  We all have to make different choices and decisions daily.  Such choices and decisions will inevitably affect others -- they will either affirm or hurt others, empower or drag others down,

draw others closer or drive them further from God etc.

"Fear and Guilt": If we have fear, it is good to ask ourselves,"Is there also guilt?" We can convince others of our innocence, but if in the eyes of God, we are guilty of having cause hurts and harm, then we need forgiveness from Him.
"Fears within”: Phobias, guilt, hurts etc. are different forms of fear. God can and will certainly help us overcome our fears, if we open our hearts to Him. Let His healing hands calm us with His love and care. How often do we entrust our life to God’s goodness and care?
Luke 9:18-22 
One day when Jesus was praying alone, and his disciples came to him and he put this question to them, 'Who do the crowds say I am?' And they answered, 'Some say John the Baptist; others Elijah; others again one of the ancient prophets come back to life.' 'But you,' he said to them, 'who do you say I am?' It was Peter who spoke up. 'The Christ of God,' he said. But he gave them strict orders and charged them not to say this to anyone.

He said, 'The Son of man is destined to suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes and to be put to death, and to be raised up on the third day.'

Is God a Personal Friend?  Who is God to us?  Jesus is asking us this question today.  "Is God someone who is distant and abstract?"  God wants to be involved and is truly interested in our lives.  But, do we allow Him

to "enter and make a real difference to all our concerns, needs and joys? Or, have we forgotten Him and pushed Him aside, and get on with our lives in our own ways?  

"Personal Jesus”: Jesus is God Himself. He became fully human to be amongst us in flesh and blood, to preach God’s Truth of Salvation, to teach us to forgive, to love, to be just etc. Today Jesus is present within our hearts as the Holy Spirit. How often do we speak and relate to Him personally?
Luke 9:22-25 
Jesus said to his disciples, `The Son of man is destined to suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes and to be put to death, and to be raised up on the third day.' 

Then, speaking to all, he said, `If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross every day and follow me. Anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake, will save it. What benefit is it to anyone to win the whole world and forfeit or lose his very self?

Suffering God!  Lent is a time when we need to look more into our hearts to see the type of life we are leading. Today's Gospel tells us how Jesus, the Son of God, willingly suffered out of love for us. We have all experienced our parents' love.  We have seen how much they have sacrificed and even "suffered" for us to bring us up, and to give us the best. Today, Jesus wants us to "love" as He has loved.  This is to take up our "crosses" in life.  "Carrying our crosses" are ways in which we learn to love like Our Lord.  
Our Crosses": Why must we carry our crosses? Why not?! Our Lord and Saviour carried His, to the point of death, for our sake. But, we say, "We are too weak? True, but then we are never meant to carry our crosses alone; only with God's strength in us; we are Christ's followers.
"Taking up our crosses?!": None of us want pain if we can help it. Yet, as a follower of Jesus, we are called to carry our crosses. How willing are we to endure pain and sacrifices for the purpose of witnessing to God's love, shows how much we truly love God or not.
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"God Suffering": God is almighty and divine, so how can He suffer? He can and freely chose to suffer because He loves each of us so infinitely and unconditionally. A good mother too suffers when she loves her child. "How much have we 'suffered' for God?"
"Win the whole world?”: Millions are intoxicated with empty promises and illusions that the world of pleasure, power and prestige is painting. Such secular ways often destroy us, our families and our faith. How are we affected by such false ways of the world?

Luke 9:43b-45 
At a time when everyone was full of admiration for all he did, 
Jesus said to his disciples :

'For your part, you must have these words constantly in mind: 
The Son of man is going to be delivered into the power of men.' 

But they did not understand what he said; it was hidden from them so that they should not see the meaning of it, and they were afraid to ask him about it.

"Discipleship": How serious are we in wanting to be Jesus' disciple? If we are, then "How willing are we to bear the trials that come with such a commitment?" If we are willing, then our crosses become challenges in discipleship.
Luke 9:57-62 
As Jesus and his disciples travelled along they met a man on the road who said to him, 'I will follow you wherever you go.' Jesus answered, 'Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head.'

Another to whom he said, 'Follow me,' replied, 'Let me go and bury my father first.' But he answered, 'Leave the dead to bury their dead; your duty is to go and spread the news of the kingdom of God.'

Another said, 'I will follow you, sir, but first let me go and say good-bye to my people at home.' Jesus said to him, 'Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.'

Do we give God "left overs?"  Do we find ourselves saying, "Yes Lord, I will do what You want of me, but not yet. . . let me retire first, let me earn my million first etc."  Do we love God only after we have fulfilled all our other needs?  When we make such choices, we are showing clearly that we love ourselves more than God.  How true is this for us? Pray on how Jesus makes His radical demands for us to "give all"

"Radical living”: Jesus in today’s Gospel seems to be preaching in a very harsh and inhumane tone. But, we all know that its real meaning is to remind us to put God as our ultimate love; no other loves in this world should “replace” our love for Him. How am I living like Christ?
Luke 10:1-7, 9 

The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out ahead of him in pairs, to all the towns and places he himself would be visiting. 

And he said to them, `The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to do his harvesting. Start off now, but look, I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Take no purse with you, no haversack, no sandals. Salute no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, let your first words be, ``Peace to this house!'' And if a man of peace lives there, your peace will go and rest on him; if not, it will come back to you. Stay in the same house, taking what food and drink they have to offer, for the labourer deserves his wages; do not move from house to house. Cure those in it who are sick, and say, ``The kingdom of God is very near to you.''

Preach the Good News!  Our Lord appointed 72 disciples to preach the Good News.  All of us believers who have experienced God as offering us the Salvation of Eternal Life are also called to proclaim the Good News. We are challenged to take this "mission" from God seriously in everything we do in our daily lives. God will be "proclaimed" effectively if we become more Christlike i.e. if we are more loving, forgiving and just.   Words are less effective than good deeds in making Christ known.  
“Faith – Misconception”:Few people want to “labour” in God’s vineyard because many have the misconception that it’s tough, lonely and painful. On the contrary, to labour for God is one of the most beautiful, fulfilling and challenging ways to live our lives. It is indeed a privilege to be called to serve Our Lord.
Luke 10:1-9 
The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out ahead of him in pairs, to all the towns and places he himself would be visiting. And he said to them, 
`The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to do his harvesting. Start off now, but look, I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Take no purse with you, no haversack, no sandals. Salute no one on the road. 

Whatever house you enter, let your first words be, ``Peace to this house!'' And if a man of peace lives there, your peace will go and rest on him; if not, it will come back to you. Stay in the same house, taking what food and drink they have to offer, for the labourer deserves his wages; do not move from house to house. 

Whenever you go into a town where they make you welcome, eat what is put before you. Cure those in it who are sick, and say, ``The kingdom of God is very near to you.''

Trust in God: When we want to do what we believe is God's work, we need to take risk and be willing to make sacrifices that are needed for the tasks that is to be done.  Such "tasks" could be to speak about faith to someone whom we know e.g. spouse, friend, boss etc. or to live the Gospel values at our work, during our social meetings with friends or even to invite someone who is ill or depressed to pray for God's healing peace etc.   In doing all these, we trust that God who sees everything and cares for everyone will know what to do next.
"Instruments of God": Do we realise how God wants each and everyone of us to make Him known, so that all will be saved? Do we take this mission seriously or are we satisfied with merely fulfilling our Sunday obligations? Are we persons who bring peace to people's lives?

Luke 10:1-11 
The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out ahead of him in pairs, to all the towns and places he himself would be visiting. 

And he said to them, 
'The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to do his harvesting. Start off now, but look, I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 

Take no purse with you, no haversack, no sandals. Salute no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, let your first words be, ''Peace to this house!" And if a man of peace lives there, your peace will go and rest on him; if not, it will come back to you. 

Stay in the same house, taking what food and drink they have to offer, for the labourer deserves his wages; do not move from house to house. 

Whenever you go into a town where they make you welcome, eat what is put before you. Cure those in it who are sick, and say, ''The kingdom of God is very near to you.’’ 

But whenever you enter a town and they do not make you welcome, go out into its streets and say, ''We wipe off the very dust of your town that clings to our feet, and leave it with you. Yet be sure of this: the kingdom of God is very near.’’ 
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"God's Calling": We are all called to serve God whether we are lay persons, priests or religious. This responsibility is 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! If we truly love God, then we should make His presence known and felt through our lives of Christian witness. How can I do this daily?

Luke 10:13-16 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. And still, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the Judgement than for you. And as for you, Capernaum, did you want to be raised high as heaven? You shall be flung down to hell.

'Anyone who listens to you listens to me; anyone who rejects you rejects me, and those who reject me reject the one who sent me.'

Pride instead of Gratitude.  Many of us are used by God to draw others closer to Him though different gifts. Some of these are the gift of "healing, preaching, singing, writing, intellect, compassion, leadership" etc that we use effectively to help people know and love God more.  Note that such "gifts" come from God. They are not "power that we possess," where we claim credit and feel" proud about. Instead we should show gratitude to God for His gifts.    

"God Cares!”: God would willingly rescue us from our suffering, free us from our sinful ways, inspire us to live in His ways. However, in God’s caring ways, He respects our freedom to ignore Him, take Him for granted, misuse His graces. Are we doing this? Why?

Luke 10:17-22 

The seventy-two came back rejoicing. 'Lord,' they said, 'even the devils submit to us when we use your name.' 

He said to them, 'I watched Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Look, I have given you power to tread down serpents and scorpions and the whole strength of the enemy; nothing shall ever hurt you. Yet do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you; rejoice instead that your names are written in heaven.' 

Just at this time, filled with joy by the Holy Spirit, He said, 
'I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding these things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to little children. 
Yes, Father, for that is what it has pleased you to do. Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.' 

"Empowered by God": A lot of our successes and good things that happen to us is because of God's Spirit working in and through us. Do we give God the credit or do we become proud and haughty? Thank God in all things - habitually.
Luke 10:29-34,36-37 
A Lawyer was anxious to justify himself and said to Jesus, 'And who is my neighbour?' In answer Jesus said, 'A man was once on his way down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of bandits; they stripped him, beat him and then made off, leaving him half dead. Now a priest happened to be travelling down the same road, but when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. In the same way a Levite who came to the place saw him, and passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan traveller who came on him was moved with compassion when he saw him. He went up to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. He then lifted him onto his own mount and took him to an inn and looked after him. Which of these three, do you think, proved himself a neighbour to the man who fell into the bandits' hands?' He replied, 'The one who showed pity towards him.' Jesus said to him, 'Go, and do the same yourself.'

Who is my neighbour?  It seems "easier" to live our faith the way we want to live it.  For many of us this means not having to reconcile broken or strained relationships.  For others, it is ignoring people who have hurts and pains, or looking down on people who are not so gifted, intelligent or qualified than us.Undoubtedly, there are those many of us who are true "Samaritans" who bring God's compassion to those in need.

"Neighbour”: The way we live our lives shows whether we love God or not. The “basic question” is, “Am I selfless or selfish?” A good way to know is to ask, “How do I spend my money? Time?” Doing good alone is not enough; the motive of our deeds must be our love for God.
"Sensing God”: How often do we “sense” that God wants us to do this or that for Him? Some of us doubt and do not act on these inspirations. Others get “over excited” and make a lot of exaggerated claims. All of us need to discern carefully, through a sober, humble, balanced and mature sensing of God.

Luke 10:38-42 
A Lawyer was anxious to justify himself and said to Jesus, 'And who is my Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. She had a sister called Mary, who sat down at the Lord's feet and listened to him speaking. Now Martha, who was distracted with all the serving, came to him and said, 'Lord, do you not care that my sister is leaving me to do the serving all by myself? Please tell her to help me.' But the Lord answered, 'Martha, Martha,' he said, 'you worry and fret about so many things, and yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part, and it is not to be taken from her.'

Worry?  Most of us live a hectic life -- there seems to be endless needs (family, career) and "attractions" (social, holidays, possessions) of life that compete for our attention.  Many of us try to "get as much out of life as we can.  We have a small flat, but within a year we look for a bigger apartment; we have a big house and a big car, but we want something even bigger . . . Our "wants" are not wrong, but are they all needed? Jesus reminds Martha not to fret over so many things.

"Worries": Many of us have worries. When Jesus praised Mary for choosing to listen to Him instead of worrying about other things, Jesus wants us to choose the essentials of life: we cannot do and have everything. What should I give up worrying about?

"Faith - Silence”: Hard work alone is not enough; we need to work hard with the right motives i.e. for the good of others (e.g. family, poor)and for God. Silent contemplation to sense God within our hearts allows us to purify our motives and deepen our love for God.
Luke 11:1-4 
Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he had finished, one of his disciples said, 'Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.'

He said to them, 'When you pray, this is what to say: Father, may your name be held holy, your kingdom come; give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us. And do not put us to the test.'

Prayer Life - How is it?  We all long to have a deep faith in God and live a wholesome Christian life.  We also know that one of the most important ways of developing and deepening our relationship for Our Lord is through having a meaningful prayer life.  However, most of us find the discipline needed for such a prayer life to be virtually impossible to maintain.  Why?  Can we identify some key reasons?  How can the quality of our prayer life improve?   Take this opportunity to ponder on how Jesus teaches us to pray through the "Our Father"

"Prayer": When we pray, although we can ask God to take care of all of our concerns, we should not forget the essentials of our life, viz. our faith, hope and love in God. Without these, life would be meaningless and miserable. True?
"Prayer”: Our prayers are often over focused on our personal needs e.g. our hurts, illness etc. It is good to see that we need to praise and thank God in our prayers too. Try to express your deep gratitude to God for everything. Without God life we will be in total darkness.
Luke 11:5-10 
Jesus said to his disciples, 'Suppose one of you has a friend and goes to him in the middle of the night to say, ''My friend, lend me three loaves, because a friend of mine on his travels has just arrived at my house and I have nothing to offer him;'' and the man answers from inside the house, ''Do not bother me. The door is bolted now, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up to give it to you.'' I tell you, if the man does not get up and give it to him for friendship's sake, persistence will make him get up and give his friend all he wants.

'So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; everyone who searches finds; everyone who knocks will have the door opened.'

Prayer - Perseverance.  We need to pray fervently and meaningfully daily if we want to grow in our faith.  However, most of us tell ourselves, "God does not seem to be listening to our prayers."  We then give up praying. When we are impatient with God we are actually, telling God -- "Lord, my will be done; not Your Will be done."  Today, we are asked to be patient with God.  Persevere and God's answer to our prayers will be forthcoming. Trust in Him.

Our Lord in today's Gospel assures us that all our prayer will be answered!

"Love & Service”: Genuine love is shown through selflessness, forgiveness, service etc. To love only when it suits our convenience is a shallow love that will easily fade and dissipate when we are faced with trials. Remember, Jesus loves us unconditionally!

Luke 11:9-13 
Jesus said to his disciples, 
'So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; everyone who searches finds; everyone who knocks will have the door opened. 

What father among you, if his son asked for a fish, would hand him a snake? Or if he asked for an egg, hand him a scorpion? If you then, evil as you are, know how to give your children what is good, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!' 

"God's Generosity": God is infinitely generous. How much we are able to receive from Him depends on how generous we ourselves are. If we are selfish, we shut Him out; if we are selfless, we welcome Him in.
Luke 11:14-18a, 20,23 
Jesus was driving out a devil and it was dumb; and it happened that when the devil had gone out the dumb man spoke, and the people were amazed. 

But some of them said, `It is through Beelzebul, the prince of devils, that he drives devils out.' Others asked him, as a test, for a sign from heaven; but, knowing what they were thinking, he said to them: ‘Any kingdom which is divided against itself is heading for ruin, and house collapses against house. So, too, with Satan: if he is divided against himself, how can his kingdom last? But if it is through the finger of God that I drive devils out, then the kingdom of God has indeed caught you unawares. Anyone who is not with me is against me; and anyone who does not gather in with me throws away.’ 

Lent: Evil in us, around us?  There is a lot of talk and fear about the "Evil One."  Millions of people "protect" themselves from being harmed by them by wearing charms, consulting Geomancers etc.  Others speak of "spiritual warfare," the devil winning the "battle," etc.  We as Christians should not live in fear, but in faith.  Our Lord conquered Evil through His death and resurrection.  Thus, we must focus our attention on loving God instead of fearing Evil.

"Views of Life": Some of us choose to look at life "negatively" and see how everyone and everything is against us; we are never happy and never satisfied. However, some are "positive" about life and see life as filled with God's blessings. Which view do I usually take? Why?

Luke 11:15-18, 20 
When Jesus had cast out a devil, some of them said, 'It is through Beelzebul, the prince of devils, that he drives devils out.' Others asked him, as a test, for a sign from heaven; but, knowing what they were thinking, he said to them, 'Any kingdom which is divided against itself is heading for ruin, and house collapses against house. So, too, with Satan: if he is divided against himself, how can his kingdom last? - since you claim that it is through Beelzebul that I drive devils out. 

But if it is through the finger of God that I drive devils out, then the kingdom of God has indeed caught you unawares.

Here is the message again with the link to our Website; sorry for any inconvenience caused.  Is our love for God strong and stable or superficial and shaky? The difference between these two types of love for God often determines whether we will survive a crisis in our faith or not. If we are those who "call on God only when we are desperate" and "forgets Him when we are well," then we may be those who will easily give up and abandon God when our faith and life is tested. But, if we daily bring God, find Him and relate with Him in our daily living, then nothing can break us or the bond of love we have for Our Lord. 

"Skepticism": Skeptics doubt the power and goodness of God regardless of the many miracles God has done. Sadly, such skeptics are blind even to the abundant "proofs" that are even in their own lives. They are skeptics because their hearts are closed to God's goodness. True?

Luke 11:27-28 
As Jesus was speaking, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said, 
`Blessed the womb that bore you and the breasts that fed you!' 

But he replied, 
'More blessed still are those who hear the word of God and keep it!'

"Word of God": The Bible, have truths that offer us ways of gaining eternal life. They not only reveal the infinite love and compassion God has for us. Yet, many of us prefer to read glossy secular magazines than God's truth! Illogical, but true?
"Truest Self”: There are “different levels” of “authenticity” within us. Our physical (thirst) and emotional (affirmation) needs are all good, but they are not as deep and fulfilling as our truest needs (faith, love and hope for God.) How often do we allow our emotions (e.g. hurts) to hinder our love for God?
Luke 11:29-32 
The crowds got even bigger and Jesus addressed them, 'This is an evil generation; it is asking for a sign. The only sign it will be given is the sign of Jonah. For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of man be a sign to this generation. On Judgement Day the Queen of the South will stand up against the people of this generation and be their condemnation, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, look, there is something greater than Solomon here. On Judgement Day the men of Nineveh will appear against this generation and be its condemnation, because when Jonah preached they repented; and, look, there is something greater than Jonah here.

Faith - Doubts. Many of us tell ourselves that we are strong believers, yet when we are tested, our "belief" in God turns "shaky." We seek frantically for signs from God to determine whether He is with us and will answer our needs or not. Some of us are unwilling to "wait." We get impatient easily. Others dare to trust God fully and believe that He is on our side and will only give us what is best for us. Where do we stand personally? 

Lent - Doubts in faith? "Doubts" in our faith are getting more common as we soak in materialism, consumerism and secularism around us.  As we absorb all these worldly values and ways, sometimes consciously, but often unconsciously, many become "sceptical" about what God can do or want to do for us.  We feel this way towards God because our "expectations" of God has been distorted and diluted by such worldly influences.  How true are all these?  Lent is a good time to take stock of our faith.  
"Proofs from God?": If we have a deep faith and if we love God dearly, then our hearts will be able to sense God's presence in our daily lives. To have such an intimate union with God is to have the most precious gift in life, where there is no need for "proofs".
"Faith & Signs": We come to know a person through seeing and relating with him/her over time; we accumulate knowledge through our experiences of the person. If our relationship with God is deep, then we should not be asking for signs as though God has to prove His love for us.

"Faith & Proof”: Being human, we want “proof” from a person and even from God before we believe in their love for us. The problem is not because God has not loved us enough; but it is our lack of love for God that blinds us from His unfailing, unconditional and abundant love. Do we believe this? 
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Luke 11:37-41 

Jesus had just finished speaking when a Pharisee invited him to dine at his house. He went in and sat down at table. The Pharisee saw this and was surprised that he had not first washed before the meal.

But the Lord said to him, 'You Pharisees! You clean the outside of cup and plate, while inside yourselves you are filled with extortion and wickedness. Fools! Did not he who made the outside make the inside too? Instead, give alms from what you have and, look, everything will be clean for you.'

The externals are not the essentials.  We all know this to be true. Yet, it is very fascinating to find how our "external appearances" e.g.looks, social status, fashion etc. can be given so much attention while our "internal spiritual" reality that relates to everlasting life e.g. our faith, honesty, prayer life, etc., can be seen as such a burden and a

bore.  If we truly value and want to live a fulfilling life, then there is no way, but to refocus our life on the essentials and not on the externals."         Pray about this truth more and see how Jesus reprimanded the Pharisees
"Faith – Authenticity”: When we try to pray, kneel in Church, receive Holy Communion etc with a sincere heart, we should not worry about what others may think of us. All of us have some faults, failures or sins. Try to love God as much as we can. To try to be perfect is not the same as being a hypocrite.
Luke 11:42-46 

The Lord said to the Pharisees: 
‘Alas for you Pharisees, because you pay your tithe of mint and rue and all sorts of garden herbs and neglect justice and the love of God! These you should have practised, without neglecting the others. 

Alas for you Pharisees, because you like to take the seats of honour in the synagogues and to be greeted respectfully in the market squares! Alas for you, because you are like the unmarked tombs that people walk on without knowing it!’ 

A lawyer then spoke up. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘when you speak like this you insult us too.’ But he said, ‘Alas for you lawyers as well, because you load on people burdens that are unendurable, burdens that you yourselves do not touch with your fingertips. 

"Loving God": God accepts us and loves us as we are, including our weakness and sinfulness. If we want to love God, then our love must also be wholesome; we must love everyone; we cannot look down on anyone; all are God's children.
Luke 11:47-51 

Jesus said: 
‘Alas for you because you build tombs for the prophets, 
the people your ancestors killed! 
In this way you both witness to what your ancestors did and approve it; 
they did the killing, you do the building. ‘

And that is why the Wisdom of God said, 
“I will send them prophets and apostles; some they will slaughter and persecute, 
so that this generation will have to answer for every prophet's blood that has been shed since the foundation of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the Temple.” 

Yes, I tell you, this generation will have to answer for it all.’ 

"Faith – Responsibility": Through God’s gift of faith, we know how to live our Christian faith daily. However, our habitual ways of living can cause pain to others (i.e. gossips etc.) We need to renew our love for God daily by our sincere efforts to love Him in every way. Habitual sins, still hurt God and others.

Luke 12:8-12 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
'I tell you, if anyone openly declares himself for me in the presence of human beings, the Son of man will declare himself for him in the presence of God's angels. But anyone who disowns me in the presence of human beings will be disowned in the presence of God's angels. 

Everyone who says a word against the Son of man will be forgiven, but no one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will be forgiven. 

When they take you before synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how to defend yourselves or what to say, because when the time comes, the Holy Spirit will teach you what you should say.' 

"Love for God?": Jesus in today's Gospel questions us whether we would disown Him and would declare Him openly. The answer depends on how much He truly means to us and how much we love Him. So, do I give Jesus my fullest attention and love?
Luke 12:15-21 
Jesus said to the crowd, 
'Watch, and be on your guard against avarice of any kind, for life does not consist in possessions, even when someone has more than he needs.' 

Then he told them a parable,
'There was once a rich man who, having had a good harvest from his land, thought to himself, ''What am I to do? I have not enough room to store my crops.'' 

Then he said, ''This is what I will do: I will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and store all my grain and my goods in them, and I will say to my soul: My soul, you have plenty of good things laid by for many years to come; take things easy, eat, drink, have a good time.'' 

But God said to him, ''Fool! This very night the demand will be made for your soul; and this hoard of yours, whose will it be then?'' 

So it is when someone stores up treasure for himself instead of becoming rich in the sight of God.' 

"Life - How long?": If we have faith in God and live in His ways, then our life is eternal. But if we don't have faith in God and do not live in His ways of loving our neighbour, then life is like a candle flame which can be blown out any time, through cancer, accident etc?

“Shortness of life”: Almost every day we hear of people – young and old, dying of cancer, accident etc? Then why are we so over concerned about our many materialistic wants e.g. car, reputation etc? Is not living a life that God wants (i.e. the Gospel values of love, compassion etc.) more essential and fulfilling?
Luke 12:22-23, 25-29, 30b-31 
Jesus said to his disciples, 
'That is why I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are to eat, nor about your body and how you are to clothe it. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Can any of you, however much you worry, add a single cubit to your span of life? If a very small thing is beyond your powers, why worry about the rest?

Think how the flowers grow; they never have to spin or weave; yet, I assure you, not even Solomon in all his royal robes was clothed like one of them. Now if that is how God clothes a flower which is growing wild today and is thrown into the furnace tomorrow, how much more will he look after you, who have so little faith! 

But you must not set your hearts on things to eat and things to drink; nor must you worry. Your Father well knows you need them. No, set your hearts on his kingdom, and these other things will be given you as well.' 

"Two perspectives of life":We can either be positive and enthusiastic about life or be negative and bitter/angry about life. Today's Gospel challenges us to see that life is more than body, food and clothing. Life is believing that God is constantly caring and loving us; we should try to love Him in return. If we are negative about life, we are shutting God out!
"Concerns”: It is human to have concerns, but often these concerns turn into worries which can cripple our growth and even destroy our relationships with our family. Ask yourself whether such "concerns" are truly necessary? Preoccupations are often signs that we do not trust our Lord enough
Luke 12:35-38 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
'See that you have your belts done up and your lamps lit. Be like people waiting for their master to return from the wedding feast, ready to open the door as soon as he comes and knocks. 

Blessed those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. In truth I tell you, he will do up his belt, sit them down at table and wait on them. 

It may be in the second watch that he comes, or in the third, but blessed are those servants if he finds them ready.'

"Faith - vigilance": Do we take our faith for granted? Signs of these are when we stop receiving the Church's Sacraments, stop praying, stop loving. If we value our faith, we would want to nurture and keep it alive. How vigilant are we?

“Faith – Superficial?”: A person of deep faith constantly seeks to love and serve the needs of others selflessly. But, a person with superficial faith seeks “short-cuts” and “easier” ways to get around the practise of faith e.g. finding excuses not to pray, attend Mass etc. How often do we try to “fool ourselves” and even God?
Luke 12:39-44 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘You may be quite sure of this, that if the householder had known at what time the burglar would come, he would not have let anyone break through the wall of his house. You too must stand ready, because the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’ 

Peter said, ‘Lord, do you mean this parable for us, or for everyone?’ 

The Lord replied: 
‘Who, then, is the wise and trustworthy steward whom the master will place over his household to give them at the proper time their allowance of food? Blessed that servant if his master's arrival finds him doing exactly that. I tell you truly, he will put him in charge of everything that he owns.’ 

"Faith ": Be wise: If we are wise, then we would want to focus our lives on God. Only in this manner will we find fulfilment in all that we do. To try to "outsmart" God is to fool ourselves;  sinful and selfish ways can never bring happiness.
Luke 12:40, 43, 47-48 
Jesus said to his disciples, 'You must stand ready, because the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect. Blessed that servant if his master's arrival finds him doing exactly that.

'The servant who knows what his master wants, but has got nothing ready and done nothing in accord with those wishes, will be given a great many strokes of the lash. The one who did not know, but has acted in such a way that he deserves a beating, will be given fewer strokes. When someone is given a great deal, a great deal will be demanded of that person; when someone is entrusted with a great deal, of that person even more will be expected.'

Fidelity in our Faith. God's gift of life to us is a precious gift that is not to be squandered by living aimlessly, superficially and worse still superstitiously.  God wants us to live a meaningful life; a life in which we care and love one another; a life in which we use our time, talents and wealth that brings joy, harmony and happiness to people's lives. Today's Gospel reminds us that when give us more blessings, more will be demanded of us. We should ponder on such truth in the light of how (as Jesus says) death can spring a surprise on us.

Luke 12:45 -48 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘If the servant says to himself, “My master is taking his time coming,” and sets about beating the menservants and the servant-girls, and eating and drinking and getting drunk, his master will come on a day he does not expect and at an hour he does not know. The master will cut him off and send him to the same fate as the unfaithful. ‘

The servant who knows what his master wants, but has got nothing ready and done nothing in accord with those wishes, will be given a great many strokes of the lash. The one who did not know, but has acted in such a way that he deserves a beating, will be given fewer strokes. When someone is given a great deal, a great deal will be demanded of that person; when someone is entrusted with a great deal, of that person even more will be expected.” 

“Faith – Sincerity”: If our faith in God is sincere, we should not have any fear when God will call us to give an account of how we have led our lives on earth. If we do not feel “ready” to meet God, then this is good to ask, “Is there any thing in my faith or life that needs to be challenged to grow in God’s ways?”
Luke 12:49-53 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were blazing already! There is a baptism I must still receive, and what constraint I am under until it is completed!

'Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For from now on, a household of five will be divided: three against two and two against three; father opposed to son, son to father, mother to daughter, daughter to mother, mother in law to daughter in law, daughter in law to mother in law.'

Inner struggles of following Christ!  To live as Christ wants us to live is not "easy."  This is particularly difficult, when we are "torn between" wanting to live our faith as fully as we want to, but our loved ones are "resisting" our efforts to get them to know Christ better e.g. prayer, Mass etc. Do we continue to feel frustrated and even fume at such "rejection?"  Perhaps, give them more "space" and allow God to make "all things beautiful" in His time?

"Christian faith - not easy": To be totally committed to Christ is never easy. The pain and sacrifices are immense e.g. giving up family for religious life etc. Yet, to be single-minded and selfless for Christ, is to be sure of abundant blessings.

“Soft Christianity?”: Many believe that “God’s compassion” will “let them enter heaven” and overlook all their faults and sins. Others think that, attending Mass, going for Confessions, etc. are not necessary because they have not committed any “mortal sins”. If we truly love Christ we will not love Him in such a “minimalist” way.
Luke 12:54-59 
Jesus said to the crowds, 'When you see a cloud looming up in the west you say at once that rain is coming, and so it does. And when the wind is from the south you say it's going to be hot, and it is. Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the face of the earth and the sky. How is it you do not know how to interpret these times?

'Why not judge for yourselves what is upright? For example: when you are going to court with your opponent, make an effort to settle with him on the way, or he may drag you before the judge and the judge hand you over to the officer and the officer have you thrown into prison. I tell you, you will not get out till you have paid the very last penny.'

Are we hypocrites?  Jesus in today's Gospel challenges us to look more deeply/genuinely into our lives to see whether we are truly trying to live our Christian faith fully or "finding excuses" for living a "laid back" Christian life.  Be assured that to live a Christian life fully is by no means easy. . . the temptations to give in to pleasures, the pressure to compromise our values etc are never straightforward and easy.  Do no despair.  Our Lord will give us the strength we need at all times to live as God wants us to live.

"Chaos and Hope": In our present world of chaos and uncertainties, all is not lost. We have to play our part to bring hope a midst such gloom; perhaps, begin with a smile, then a good deed, then a bigger resolution to be more Christlike.

“Faith & Intelligence”: Daily we can choose either to give witness to God’s love, peace, etc. or not to do so. Making the “right choices” that God wants seems difficult. However, making the right choices is not so much about how intelligent we are, but how much love we have for Our Lord and want to live in His ways.
Luke 13:1-3, 6-9 

It was just about this time that some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. 

At this he said to them, ‘Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than any others, that this should have happened to them? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did.’ 

He told this parable, 'A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it but found none. He said to his vinedresser, ''For three years now I have been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it be taking up the ground?'' 

''Sir,'' the man replied, ''leave it one more year and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it down.'' ' 

"We hurt God": We have been so blessed; God loves us unconditionally, and never judges us harshly for our faults and sinful ways. Yet, if we value our relationship with Him, then we should look at how much we hurt Him and so often.

Luke 13:1-5 
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this he said to them, 'Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than any others, that this should have happened to them? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the tower at Siloam fell, killing them all? Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all the other people living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did.'

Repentance. We all need to say "sorry" to one another because none of us are perfect. At one time or another, we may have knowingly or unknowingly offended or hurt another person. Believe it or not, even our good deeds

with good intentions can cause such hurts. We can be misunderstood so easily.  "Repentance" is saying "sorry" to God because we too have "hurt God."  To repent is to be "reconciled and to be more fully united and loved by God.

Luke 13:10-15a, 16 

One Sabbath day Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and there before him was a woman who for eighteen years had been possessed by a spirit that crippled her; she was bent double and quite unable to stand upright. When Jesus saw her he called her over and said, 'Woman, you are freed from your disability,' and he laid his hands on her. And at once she straightened up, and she glorified God.

But the president of the synagogue . . . addressed all those present saying, 'There are six days when work is to be done. Come and be healed on one of those days and not on the Sabbath.' But the Lord answered him and said, 'Hypocrites! … This woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan has held bound these eighteen years - was it not right to untie this bond on the Sabbath day?'

Rules and Love of God.  We all need rules to practice our Christian faith as all institutions, clubs and countries too need rules. Without rules there will be chaos.  The ultimate purpose of these "rules" is to help us love God and others more sincerely and more deeply. To love God and others in such a manner is to live our faith more fully.  There are two extremes to watch: those of us who are "anti-rules in the Church" and those who "follow rules to its minutest detail."

“Faith – Sunday”: Our former Christian custom was to keep Sunday special “for God.” We used to dress in our “Sunday best,” took great pride in going for Mass as a family etc. Today, we seem to have lost all these “sentiments” for the “Lord’s Day.” Have we lost something precious? When and where do we sense “sacredness”?
Luke 13:18-21 
Jesus said, 'What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it with? It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his garden: it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air sheltered in its branches.'

Again he said, 'What shall I compare the kingdom of God with? It is like the yeast a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour till it was leavened all through.'

 Our potentials as Christians.  If we are unhappy, we tend to think that God loves others more. This is simply not true. God loves each of us as much as He loves others.  In fact, if our "faith is that of the size of a mustard seed," Our Lord can transform it into a gigantic oak tree.  Each of us are meant to do "great things" for God, but most of us "restrict our potentials" by viewing ourselves negatively, withdrawing into our shell of pains, and finding excuses for not reaching out to others.

"Faith: Response and Effects": God's love for us is immense and He is always waiting eagerly for us to love Him in return. When we do love Him, He blesses our efforts abundantly. Try to sense His love during the day through your experiences.

Luke 13:22-25a, 28-30 
Through towns and villages Jesus went teaching, making his way to Jerusalem. Someone said to him, 'Sir, will there be only a few saved?' He said to them, 'Try your hardest to enter by the narrow door, because, I tell you, many will try to enter and will not succeed.

'Once the master of the house has got up and locked the door, you may find yourself standing outside knocking on the door. Then there will be weeping and grinding of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrown out. And people from east and west, from north and south, will come and sit down at the feast in the kingdom of God. Look, there are those now last who will be first, and those now first who will be last.'

Procrastination.  We all love God and we all value our faith. However, many of us don't seem to find the "energy" or the "will" to do what we know we ought to do, to deepen our faith. E.g. many of us know that "to pray regularly" is essential if we want to live a more meaningful and fuller life as a Christian. Yet, we constantly "procrastinate" our

decision to pray. Such "procrastination" is a way of taking our faith for granted. Today's Gospel text strongly challenges us to look at the way we live our faith.

"Vigilance": Today's Gospel urges us to be vigilant in the way we live our Christian faith. Do not wait for a crisis to hit us before we realise how important God is in our lives. Be more focused; value our faith more and live more for God.

"Saints:": Saints are ordinary people like us, but their view of life is very different. Their attitudes and priorities are closer to Christ than ours. Thus, they are more forgiving, more loving and more giving . . . all out of love for God.
God – “Last & First”: The way God sees and values us is totally different from the secular world. God looks at how much humility, love and desires we have to serve others, i.e. to put others “first”. However, the materialistic world puts and values the “self” as most important; others especially the poor don’t matter.
Luke 13:31-35 
Some Pharisees came up to Jesus. 'Go away,' they said. 'Leave this place, because Herod means to kill you.' 

He replied, 'You may go and give that fox this message: Look! Today and tomorrow I drive out devils and heal, and on the third day I attain my end. But for today and tomorrow and the next day I must go on, since it would not be right for a prophet to die outside Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you that kill the prophets and stone those who are sent to you! How often have I longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you refused! Look! Your house will be left to you. 

Yes, I promise you, you shall not see me till the time comes when you are saying: Blessed is he who is coming in the name of the Lord!' 

"Receptivity": A blind person will not be able to appreciate an artist's masterpiece; a deeply hurt person cannot see the love around him; a self-centered person cannot see the importance of God in his life. We need to ask for God's healing grace.
Luke 14:16-18a, 21-24 
Jesus said to those gathered round the table, 
‘There was a man who gave a great banquet, and he invited a large number of people. When the time for the banquet came, he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, “Come along: everything is ready now.”

But all alike started to make excuses. 

‘The servant returned and reported this to his master. Then the householder, in a rage, said to his servant, “Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in here the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.” “Sir,” said the servant, “your orders have been carried out and there is still room.” 

Then the master said to his servant, 
“Go to the open roads and the hedgerows and press people to come in, to make sure my house is full; because, I tell you, not one of those who were invited shall have a taste of my banquet.” ’ 

"Do we love God?": We all claim to love God and value our faith. But, when God challenges us to give up our "attachments" in life (e.g.comforts) and put Him first (e.g.service of others), do we still love God as much?

Luke 14:25-29, 33 

(Ignatius of Loyola, priest)
Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and spoke to them. "Anyone who comes to me without hating father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, cannot be my disciple. No one who does not carry his cross and come after me can be my disciple.

And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found himself unable to finish the work, anyone who saw it would start making fun of him and saying, 'Here is someone who started to build and was unable to finish.' 

So in the same way, none of you can be my disciple without giving up all that he owns."

"Unconditional Love for God": Jesus' love for His Father was total and unconditional. He wants us to love His Father as unconditional as He did. Are we willing? Will we have the strength to overcome temptations and trials? The answer is "Yes," if we allow God to give us the strength. How? Daily, we have to learn to love Him more and take our faith and vocation more seriously.    Can we?
Luke 14:25-28, 31, 33 
Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and spoke to them. 'Anyone who comes to me without hating father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, cannot be my disciple. No one who does not carry his cross and come after me can be my disciple.

'And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he had enough to complete it? Or again, what king marching to war against another king would not first sit down and consider whether with ten thousand men he could stand up to the other who was advancing against him with twenty thousand? So in the same way, none of you can be my disciple without giving up all that he owns.'

Single-mindedness.  All of us have different desires and interests in our lives.  However, not all of us have clear directions and destinations in our lives.  We have too many choices and all of them seem good.  We find it difficult to drop any of them.  In short, there is a tendency for us to want to remain where we are in life, even though what we are doing is routine and superficial.  Do these statements describe my life? How true are they about me?  Today, Jesus challenges us to focus our lives on Him more fully.

"God and Self": Which comes first? If we put our self before God, then how sure can we be that we truly love God? But, if we try to put God first, the centre and the motives of my decisions, then life will be clearer and more fulfilling.
"Faith – human lives”: To face the challenges of today’s secular world that does not value human lives e.g. pornography, exploitation, killing etc. is very distressing. Yet, each of us must faithfully mirror the truth and love of God through the way we live, respect life and God’s creation .
Luke 15:1-7 
The tax collectors and sinners, however, were all crowding round to listen to Jesus, and the Pharisees and scribes complained saying, 'This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.' So he told them this parable:

'Which one of you with a hundred sheep, if he lost one, would fail to leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the missing one till he found it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, when he got home, call together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, ''Rejoice with me, I have found my sheep that was lost.''

In the same way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner repenting than over ninety-nine upright people who have no need of repentance.'

Jesus' Compassion.  When we sin or feel lost, Jesus is not only waiting anxiously to forgive us if we allow Him to.  He tries very hard to reach out to us to console us and assure us that He still loves us as deeply as ever, inspite of our failure to love Him.  If we refuse His compassionate love, He will still continue to wait patiently.  But, If we accept His love He will be overjoyed.  The greatest human love compared to Jesus' compassionate love is like comparing a drop of water with the ocean. Be touched by Jesus through praying more deeply on His compassion

"God's Care": God cares for us infinitely more than we think. While God gives us full freedom, He is constantly watching to see that we are well, safe and saved eternally. Our pains can blind us from seeing God's care

Luke 15:1-6, 10 
The tax collectors and sinners, however, were all crowding round to listen to Jesus, and the Pharisees and scribes complained saying, 'This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.' So he told them this parable: 
'Which one of you with a hundred sheep, if he lost one, would fail to leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the missing one till he found it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, when he got home, call together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, ''Rejoice with me, I have found my sheep that was lost.'' 
In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one repentant sinner.'

Are we lost?  In different degrees and in different ways we are "lost" if God is not the centre of and the end to which we live our lives.  If we have distractions and deviations (e.g. materialism, self-centredness, pride etc.), then these "gods" are leading us away from our the true Shepherd. Our Good Shepherd feels our pain, forgives us and searches for us so that we can once again live in the fullness of His love and care.

Luke 15:1-3, 11-14, 18-19, 20b 

The tax collectors and sinners, however, were all crowding round to listen to Jesus, and the Pharisees and scribes complained saying, `This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.' 

So he told them this parable: Then he said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ``Father, let me have the share of the estate that will come to me.'' So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch. I will leave this place and go to my father and say: “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired men.” While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him.’ 

Lent: "Confession."  Like the Prodigal Son all of us have sinned against God and hurt people we love.  Like the Prodigal Son we are challenged today to accept God's compassionate love for us. A divine love who is most willing to "start afresh" and accept us back fully.  To accept God's forgiveness, we must be humble enough to admit that we have sinned and that we are in need of forgiveness from Him and from our loved ones.   The Sacrament of Reconciliation ("Confession") is God's beautiful way of pouring His forgiveness into our hearts

"Forgiveness": How often have our loved ones forgiven us in spite of how we have hurt them? Have we forgotten how often we have wronged others? Lent is a time to remember that we too need to forgive others; God always forgives.
Luke 16:1-4, 8 
Jesus said to his disciples, 
‘There was a rich man and he had a steward who was denounced to him for being wasteful with his property. He called for the man and said, “What is this I hear about you? Draw me up an account of your stewardship because you are not to be my steward any longer.” 

Then the steward said to himself, “Now that my master is taking the stewardship from me, what am I to do? Dig? I am not strong enough. Go begging? I should be too ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to make sure that when I am dismissed from office there will be some to welcome me into their homes.” 

The master praised the dishonest steward for his astuteness. For the children of this world are more astute in dealing with their own kind than are the children of light.’ 

"Choices": All of us make choices daily. Some are common sense choices, others are clever, cunning, caring etc. But, if our choices are from how Our Lord would have cared, loved and challenged others, then we are sure to sow unity and peace.
Luke 16:9-11, 13, 15b 
Jesus said to his disciples, 'I tell you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win you friends, and thus make sure that when it fails you, they will welcome you into eternal dwellings. Anyone who is trustworthy in little things is trustworthy in great; anyone who is dishonest in little things is dishonest in great. If then you are not trustworthy with money that tainted thing, who will trust you with genuine riches?

'No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first and love the second, or be attached to the first and despise the second. You cannot be the slave both of God and of money. For what is highly esteemed in human eyes is loathsome in the sight of God.'

Is money important?  Certainly!  We all need money to pay our bills, buy a house, educate our children etc. Yet, money is only a means and never an end in itself. Is this easier said than done in this economic downturn?  I

agree. Yet, we are each challenged to see that our faith in God and the way we live our daily lives are finally what are going to give us a fulfilled life or a life that is "chasing" after money that cannot give such fulfillment.

Ponder on these points more seriously. Take up Jesus' challenge today

Luke 16:19-21a, 22-25 
Jesus said to the Pharisees: 'There was a rich man who used to dress in purple and fine linen and feast magnificently every day. And at his gate there used to lie a poor man called Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to fill himself with what fell from the rich man's table. Now it happened that the poor man died and was carried away by the angels into Abraham's embrace. The rich man also died and was buried.

'In his torment in Hades he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off with Lazarus in his embrace. So he cried out, "Father Abraham, pity me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames." Abraham said, "My son, remember that during your life you had your fill of good things, just as Lazarus his fill of bad. Now he is being comforted here while you are in agony"

Compassion.  Many of us live our lives as though other people's needs and pain have nothing to do with us.  Some of us tell ourselves, "I mind my own business; what matters is I continue to have my good job, health and home."  Such attitudes are precisely what Jesus challenges us to overcome in today's Gospel.  Are we conscious of the needs and pains of people with whom we live, work and know?  Do we reach out to them with compassion?

Luke 16:19-21a, 22-26 
Jesus said to the Pharisees, 
`There was a rich man who used to dress in purple and fine linen and feast magnificently every day. And at his gate there used to lie a poor man called Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to fill himself with what fell from the rich man's table. Now it happened that the poor man died and was carried away by the angels into Abraham's embrace. The rich man also died and was buried. 

In his torment in Hades he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off with Lazarus in his embrace. So he cried out, ``Father Abraham, pity me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.'' 

Abraham said, ``My son, remember that during your life you had your fill of good things, just as Lazarus his fill of bad. Now he is being comforted here while you are in agony. But that is not all: between us and you a great gulf has been fixed, to prevent those who want to cross from our side to yours or from your side to ours.'' 

Lent: Awareness of others.  We cannot live a meaningful life unless we have people we love and can love in our lives.  Can you imagine a life without a family to love or a life where we live totally for ourselves and our own needs?  How  lonely and how empty life would be?!  Most importantly, can you imagine living a life without God??!  How totally meaningless, materialistic and tragic life would be!!    Today's Gospel challenges us to be aware of others around us.  

"In Good times": When we are alive and have: a good family, health, faith, financial security, peace, etc.don't envy others. Live Lent with a grateful heart. Show this through the peace and care you bring others. In trying times, God will ensure that you still find peace in your heart.
Luke 17:1-6 
Jesus said to his disciples, 
‘Causes of falling are sure to come, but alas for the one through whom they occur! It would be better for such a person to be thrown into the sea with a millstone round the neck than to be the downfall of a single one of these little ones. Keep watch on yourselves! 

If your brother does something wrong, rebuke him and, if he is sorry, forgive him. And if he wrongs you seven times a day and seven times comes back to you and says, “I am sorry,”' you must forgive him.’ 

The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’ 

The Lord replied, ‘If you had faith like a mustard seed you could say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.’ 

"Christianity": Condemn sin; always forgive; the power of faith; these are some of Christ's teachings. These alone will bring true and lasting peace to our troubled hearts and world if we can only keep to them. Will we? How? When?
Luke 17:11-18 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was travelling in the borderlands of Samaria and Galilee. As he entered one of the villages, ten men suffering from a virulent skin-disease came to meet him. They stood some way off and called to him, 'Jesus! Master! Take pity on us.' When he saw them he said, 'Go and show yourselves to the priests.' Now as they were going away they were cleansed.

Finding himself cured, one of them turned back praising God at the top of his voice and threw himself prostrate at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. The man was a Samaritan. This led Jesus to say, 'Were not all ten made clean? The other nine, where are they? It seems that no one has come back to give praise to God, except this foreigner.' 

Ingratitude to God. It is almost second nature for us to go to God for all our needs. We pose Him petitions after petitions of all kinds daily -- for someone sick, a delinquent child, a marriage breaking up, in financial difficulties, for world peace etc. God hears all our prayers, answers them and even willingly forgives us for all our wrongs. Yet, many of us so easily "forget" all these good things that God has done for us. We even push Him to the background of our lives soon after our petitions are answered. 

"Gratitude": If we don't have gratitude, we are likely to take the goodness and blessings of God and others (e.g. family, friends,) for granted; worse still, even use them for our needs. Gratitude, builds sincerity, which deepens love.
Luke 17:20-25 
Asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was to come, Jesus gave them this answer, 'The coming of the kingdom of God does not admit of observation and there will be no one to say, ''Look, it is here! Look, it is there!'' For look, the kingdom of God is among you.'

He said to the disciples, 'A time will come when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of man and will not see it. They will say to you, ''Look, it is there!'' or, ''Look, it is here!'' Make no move; do not set off in pursuit; for as the lightning flashing from one part of heaven lights up the other, so will be the Son of man when his Day comes. But first he is destined to suffer grievously and be rejected by this generation.

God is there for us!  While God's presence in our lives is always unfailing, we are not always able to recognise Him.  We look everywhere for Him e.g. Church's activities etc, except where He is most easily found.  He is within each of us. How much of our lives are affected by this reality that God is truly present within us?  Do we live as though His

presence within us does not make any difference? Reflect on this this further about the coming of God's Kingdom

Kingdom of God": The Kingdom of God is already with us; it's fullness is in heaven. Concretely, Christ's victory through His resurrection, has defeated the forces of Evil, whatever they are. So, we must live in faith and never in the fear of the Evil around us.

Luke 17:26-27, 30-31, 33 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘As it was in Noah's day, so will it also be in the days of the Son of man. People were eating and drinking, marrying wives and husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and the Flood came and destroyed them all. It will be the same when the day comes for the Son of man to be revealed. 

When that Day comes, no one on the housetop, with his possessions in the house, must come down to collect them, nor must anyone in the fields turn back. 

Anyone who tries to preserve his life will lose it; and anyone who loses it will keep it safe.’ 

"Lukewarm faith": Some "believers" try remain as Christians and yet, do not practice the faith. Prayer becomes functional and does not touch their hearts; love does not go beyond what can only benefit the self. Is God real to him/her?

Luke 18:1-5, 7-8 
Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray continually and never lose heart. 

‘There was a judge in a certain town,’ he said, ‘who had neither fear of God nor respect for anyone. In the same town there was also a widow who kept on coming to him and saying, “I want justice from you against my enemy!” 

For a long time he refused, but at last he said to himself, “Even though I have neither fear of God nor respect for any human person, I must give this widow her just rights since she keeps pestering me, or she will come and slap me in the face." 

Now, will not God see justice done to his elect if they keep calling to him day and night even though he still delays to help them? I promise you, he will see justice done to them, and done speedily.

But when the Son of man comes, will he find any faith on earth?’ 

"Pray with Hope": We read of 30 million Africans going to die of starvation. Is there hope? Is prayer enough to save them? No. But, without God, there is no hope; with God the light will not go out. Keep praying.
Luke 18:9-14 
Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who prided themselves on being upright and despised everyone else, 

`Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to himself, ``I thank you, God, that I am not grasping, unjust, adulterous like everyone else, and particularly that I am not like this tax collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all I get.'' The tax collector stood some distance away, not daring even to raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat his breast and said, ``God, be merciful to me, a sinner.'' 

This man, I tell you, went home again justified; the other did not. For everyone who raises himself up will be humbled, but anyone who humbles himself will be raised up.'

 Lent: Self-righteousness.  To have the Christian faith is truly God's precious gift of salvation to us. Instead of feeling "self-righteous" as though we are "holier than others" who do not yet have the faith, we should on the contrary be humble.  We have done nothing to deserve the gift; we have received it purely out of God's graciousness to us.  Thus, we should not only be immensely grateful to God, but also be zealous in sharing this gift of salvation with others.      Never be judgmental about others; everyone is precious in God's eyes.
Luke 18:9-14 
Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who prided themselves on being upright and despised everyone else, 'Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to himself, ''I thank you, God, that I am not grasping, unjust, adulterous like everyone else, and particularly that I am not like this tax collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all I get.'' 
The tax collector stood some distance away, not daring even to raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat his breast and said, ''God, be merciful to me, a sinner.'' This man, I tell you, went home again justified; the other did not. For everyone who raises himself up will be humbled, but anyone who humbles himself will be raised up.'

Self Righteous?  Many of us are blessed with a Christian faith that we value and practice with much devotion and attention.  However, whenever we meet someone who does not seem to care much about God and religion, "How

do we generally react and relate to them?"  Do we "look down" on them and/or judge them harshly?  Or, do we feel "obliged" to reach out to them in kindness and try to encourage them to love God more?

"Judgementalism": We all need to make judgements about people and situations before we make our choices and decisions. Thus, judgements are needed in our daily living. However, to be judgemental is to accuse others unjustly. Thus, We need to be more positive, like Christ.
Luke 18:35-43 
As Jesus drew near to Jericho there was a blind man sitting at the side of the road begging. When he heard the crowd going past he asked what it was all about, and they told him that Jesus the Nazarene was passing by. So he called out, 'Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me.' The people in front scolded him and told him to keep quiet, but he only shouted all the louder, 'Son of David, have pity on me.'

Jesus stopped and ordered them to bring the man to him, and when he came up, asked him, 'What do you want me to do for you?' 'Sir,' he replied, 'let me see again.' Jesus said to him, 'Receive your sight. Your faith has saved you.' And instantly his sight returned and he followed him praising God, and all the people who saw it gave praise to God.

Compassion. We are all challenged to reach out to others who are in need.  Never take any person for granted for they may be desperate. We will only come to know of such "needs" of people, if we take an interest in their lives and truly want to care for them.   Many are lost in today's world and are helpless.  They may have lost their job, they may even be dying of some illness, or nursing a hurt.   Our Lord reached out to those in need. What about us?

"Blindness": There are weaknesses and sinfulness e.g. pride that we are "blind" to about ourselves. If we are not open to feedbacks or criticisms, at least be open to God to reveal such blindness to us. Be challenged!

Luke 19:1-5, 7, 9-10 
Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town and suddenly a man whose name was Zacchaeus made his appearance; he was one of the senior tax collectors and a wealthy man. He kept trying to see who Jesus was, but he was too short and could not see him for the crowd; so he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to catch a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that way.

When Jesus reached the spot he looked up and spoke to him, 'Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because I am to stay at your house today.' They all complained when they saw what was happening. 'He has gone to stay at a sinner's house,' they said. And Jesus said to him, 'Today salvation has come to this house, because this man too is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man has come to seek out and save what was lost.'

Is Jesus your Friend?  Many of us are blessed with the gift of faith and we know Our Lord, as a truly intimate friend. If that is how we experience our God, then we can be sure that our faith will bring us much joy. The joy of having a very reliable, forgiving and loving friend who will never leave us on our own.  We too will experience the strength of God in our trials, as we know that "with His strength, nothing can overpower us."     Allow this truth to penetrate your hearts by praying about this

"Judgemental": We all need to make judgement about people and situations. Yet, as Christians we are not to be judgemental, which is to be negative and worse still, to condemn others. Even God who judges, will be just and compassionate.
Luke 19:11a, 12-13, 15-17, 20-21, 23-24, 26 
While the people were listening Jesus went on to tell a parable. He said,

‘A man of noble birth went to a distant country to be appointed king and then return. He summoned ten of his servants and gave them ten pounds, telling them, “Trade with these, until I get back.” ‘Now it happened that on his return, having received his appointment as king, he sent for those servants to whom he had given the money, to find out what profit each had made by trading. 

The first came in, “Sir,” he said, “your one pound has brought in ten.” He replied, “Well done, my good servant! Since you have proved yourself trustworthy in a very small thing, you shall have the government of ten cities.” 

Next came the other, “Sir,” he said, “here is your pound. I put it away safely wrapped up in a cloth because I was afraid of you; for you are an exacting man: you gather in what you have not laid out and reap what you have not sown.” ‘Then why did you not put my money in the bank? On my return I could have drawn it out with interest.’ 

And he said to those standing by, ‘Take the pound from him and give it to the man who has ten pounds. I tell you, to everyone who has will be given more; but anyone who has not will be deprived even of what he has.’ 

"God's Gifts-Our Generosity": The more we "give" the more we receive. The more we horde, the more we "harm" ourselves and others. Christ gave Himself selflessly; even accepting death. How Christlike have we been?

Luke 19:41-44 
As Jesus drew near Jerusalem and came in sight of the city he shed tears over it and said, 'If you too had only recognised on this day the way to peace! But in fact it is hidden from your eyes! Yes, a time is coming when your enemies will raise fortifications all round you, when they will encircle you and hem you in on every side; they will dash you and the children inside your walls to the ground; they will leave not one stone standing on another within you, because you did not recognise the moment of your visitation.'

Do we recognise Jesus?  Jesus, has Risen from the dead.  He is present to us in many ways. Do we hear a "voice" within us urging us to be good and to love more fully?  That's Jesus' Spirit within us. Have we looked into

the eyes of a man who lost his job and has six young children to feed or a mother whose child in her arms is dying?  Are't these not faces of Jesus!     Do we recognise Him?  Don't stop here. Ponder on the Gospel.

Luke 19:45-48 
Jesus went into the Temple and began driving out those who were busy trading, saying to them, 'According to scripture, my house shall be a house of prayer but you have turned it into a bandits' den.'

He taught in the Temple every day. The chief priests and the scribes, in company with the leading citizens, tried to do away with him, but they could not find a way to carry this out because the whole people hung on his words.

Spiritual Sluggishness.  All of us believe in God.  However, as we are engaged in different activities in our daily lives, it is so easy for us to "lose sight of the real purpose of life."  We get carried away by mundane things and even quarrel over minor preferences e.g. whether to eat cabbage or cauliflower for lunch. As a result, how God wants us to lead our lives is no longer important; material concerns take over.  Feeling uneasy? Why not pray about this more seriously?

"Anger": Anger on its own is not necessarily wrong or sinful. Anger out of pride is totally different from anger that comes from an injustice or an evil that is imposed on us e.g. exploitation. Be "God centered" in all we do.

Luke 20:27, 34-38 
Some Sadducees - those who argue that there is no resurrection - approached Jesus and they put this question to him,

Jesus replied, 'The children of this world take wives and husbands, but those who are judged worthy of a place in the other world and in the resurrection from the dead do not marry because they can no longer die, for they are the same as the angels, and being children of the resurrection they are children of God. And Moses himself implies that the dead rise again, in the passage about the bush where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is God, not of the dead, but of the living; for to him everyone is alive.'

Is money important?  Certainly!  We all need money to pay our bills, buy a house, educate our children etc. Yet, money is only a means and never an end in itself. Is this easier said than done in this economic downturn?  I

agree. Yet, we are each challenged to see that our faith in God and the way we live our daily lives are finally what are going to give us a fulfilled life or a life that is "chasing" after money that cannot give such fulfillment. Ponder on these points more seriously. Take up Jesus' challenge today

The Mystery of God. God is divine while we are human.  God is infinite while we are finite. When we speak of God as "mystery," many of us think that He is unknown, unreachable, unknownable.  This is not true.  We have each experienced God in many profound ways e.g.curing us, protect us, loving us, forgiving us. God is with us and within us even though we may not always understand His ways of loving us. Penetrate this mystery more deeply in today's Gospel 

"God's Ways": Regardless of how intelligent or logical we may be, we will never possess the "full picture" of what reality truly is. Human limitations must also mean human dependence on God's providence; the surer way to happiness.
Luke 21:1-4 
As Jesus looked up, he saw rich people putting their offerings into the treasury; and he noticed a poverty-stricken widow putting in two small coins, and he said, 'I tell you truly, this poor widow has put in more than any of them; for these have all put in money they could spare, but she in her poverty has put in all she had to live on.'

Give till it hurts?  Does Love always mean giving everything people ask of us?  No, not always.  In whatever we do, it is good to look at our hearts and ask ourselves, "Do we give, share and care out of love?"  The widow in today's Gospel had little money, but she gave till it hurt. Why?  Her heart truly cared for those in need. Thus, her own needs became less important than the needs of others. We have much to learn from her.  Allow this challenge to sink deeper into our hearts.

Life/Death: Which do we focus on?  Many of us live in fear of "the end of the world."  Many too live the joys, pleasures of this secular world as though our faith and God does not matter.  Either extremes are wrong. We

are called to live in the reality that while we can die any time, we should not live in fear, but in the joy and desire of wanting to live in the way that God wants us to live.

"Love of God": How much have we loved? How am I loving? How much ought I love? Love of God has to be expressed in deeds if it is to be real and sincere. Deep love is always selfless.
Luke 21:5-9 
When some were talking about the Temple, remarking how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive offerings, Jesus said,

‘All these things you are staring at now - the time will come when not a single stone will be left on another; everything will be destroyed.’ 

And they put to him this question, ‘Master,’ they said, ‘when will this happen, then, and what sign will there be that it is about to take place?’

But he said, 
‘Take care not to be deceived, because many will come using my name and saying, “I am the one” and “The time is near at hand.” Refuse to join them. And when you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be terrified, for this is something that must happen first, but the end will not come at once.’ 

"Nothing lasts except faith": We are all concerned about so many things in life; yet, we cannot bring them with us when we die. Also, we can never be sure of how long we are going to live on earth. What really lasts forever is God; do we live for Him?
Luke 21:12-19 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘Men will seize you and persecute you; they will hand you over to the synagogues and to imprisonment, and brought before kings and governors for the sake of my name - and that will be your opportunity to bear witness. 

Make up your minds not to prepare your defence, because I myself shall give you an eloquence and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to resist or contradict. 

You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relations and friends; and some of you will be put to death. You will be hated universally on account of my name, but not a hair of your head will be lost. Your perseverance will win you your lives.’ 

"In pain - witness": When our life's pain and problems challenge us, we are called to live in hope; never despair for God is there with us; such beliefs keep us sane and gives us strength to continue to show how God is real.
Luke 21:24-28 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'Great misery will descend on the land and retribution on this people. They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive to every gentile country; Jerusalem will be trampled down by the gentiles until their time is complete.

'There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; on earth nations in agony, bewildered by the turmoil of the ocean and its waves; men fainting away with terror and fear at what menaces the world, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand erect, hold your heads high, because your liberation is near at hand.'

Suffering in the world. What effects did the tragedy of the terrorist attack on the World Trade Centre have on us?  

Did the lost of lives affect us?  What about its negative effects on the world economy where millions have lost their jobs, the poor are getting even poorer?  Are we only concerned about our own well being?  As Christians, do we bring hope to people through the way we live?   The hope we bring through kindness will help people persevere.  This hope shows us that Christ is our Saviour.

"Signs from God?": We all need "signs" to discern where our lives or our faith is heading. "Signs" are not necessarily all from God. Thus, we need to discern and be in tune with how God daily tries to give us "signs" that reflect His Will - ponder and listen . . .

Luke 21:29-33 

Jesus told his disciples a parable, 
‘Look at the fig tree and indeed every tree. As soon as you see them bud, you can see for yourselves that summer is now near. So with you when you see these things happening: know that the kingdom of God is near. 

In truth I tell you, before this generation has passed away all will have taken place. Sky and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.’ 

Discernment - essential": We all have the Holy Spirit to be our guide. However, many neither want to "listen" nor discern to what and how God would want us to lead our lives. God's patience is immense, but we are meant to be sincere - discerning disciples.
Luke 21:34-36 

Jesus said to his disciples: aWatch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened by debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day will come upon you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come down on all those living on the face of the earth. Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to survive all that is going to happen, and to hold your ground before the Son of man.'

Love God wholeheartedly.  Some of us know that we ought to love God, but don't really love God. Others, purposely live their lives as though there is no God. These are those who abuse the weak, destroy what is precious in others e.g. gossips. Most of us try to love God as best as we can e.g. show kindness, pray, go to Church etc. Good.  Our Lord is today reminding us that we can die anytime.  So, He wants us to love Him more wholeheartedly in every person, every situation and at all times

Luke 23:35-40a, 42-43 
The people stayed there watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him with the words, 'He saved others, let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.' The soldiers mocked him too, coming up to him, offering him vinegar, and saying, 'If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.' Above him there was an inscription: 'This is the King of the Jews'.

One of the criminals hanging there abused him: 'Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us as well.' But the other spoke up and rebuked him. 'Have you no fear of God at all?' Then he said, 'Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.' He answered him, 'In truth I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.'

Angry with God?  Some of us are "angry" with God because we think He has caused the "present problems" of our lives - our marriages are breaking up, we can't get along with our bosses etc.  If we feel this way, we are like the Jews who were angry with Jesus and jeered at Him. The problem is not God; the problem is within us.  We need to see how we have contributed to the present problems of our lives.  Don't blame God too quickly. Own up!  Be like the good thief on the cross.  

Values of kingdom of God are Truth, Holiness, Justice, Love and Peace – Homily of Fr Larry

Luke 24:13-17, 19b, 25-27 
Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking together about all that had happened. And it happened that as they were talking together and discussing it, Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; but their eyes were prevented from recognising him. 

He said to them, `What are all these things that you are discussing as you walk along?' They stopped, their faces downcast. They answered, ‘All about Jesus of Nazareth.’ 

Then Jesus said to them, `You foolish men! So slow to believe all that the prophets have said! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer before entering into his glory?' 

Then, starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, he explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures that were about himself. 

Easter - "God knows us better."  Many of us seem to expect God literally to "perform" miracles each time we call upon Him to answer our needs.  God truly cares and loves us deeply. That is why God "cannot" give us "exactly" what we ask from Him. Do wise parents give every thing their children asks? We do not know ourselves enough.God knows us more than we know ourselves.  God considers our Salvation to be of utmost importance.  Do we?  
Luke 24:13-17, 19b, 25-27, 30-31 
Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking together about all that had happened. And it happened that as they were talking together and discussing it, Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; but their eyes were prevented from recognising him. 

He said to them, `What are all these things that you are discussing as you walk along?' They stopped, their faces downcast. They answered, 'All about Jesus of Nazareth .' 

Then he said to them, `You foolish men! So slow to believe all that the prophets have said! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer before entering into his glory?' Then, starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, he explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures that were about himself. 

Now while he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognised him; but he had vanished from their sight. 

Easter - Emotions.  When Jesus appeared to the disciples on the way to Emmaus, they did not recognised Him as they were too deeply disappointed after His death.  When we too are overtaken by our emotions, we tend to overlook the blessings that God continues to give us daily.  Such "disappointments" of life dulls our hopes and blurs our vision of how God is still in our midst.     Can I recognise Him present in me and is with me now? 

"Depth of our Faith": The strength of our faith depends very much on the quality of our faith in our daily living i.e. how sincere and committed we are to God. If we are, then we will surely survive crises because we will allow God to give us the strength we need.
Luke 24:36-41a, 45-48 
The disciples were still talking about all this when Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, `Peace be with you!' In a state of alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost. 

But he said, `Why are you so agitated, and why are these doubts stirring in your hearts? See by my hands and my feet that it is I myself. Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as you can see I have.' 

And as he said this he showed them his hands and his feet. Their joy was so great that they still could not believe it, as they were dumbfounded. 

He then opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 'So it is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.' 

 Easter - "A transformation."  The Risen Christ's appearance, transformed the "agitation and doubt" of the disciples into a "great joy."   This "great joy" is the "Peace" of the Risen Christ permeating the core of their hearts.  How did the transformation take place?  It was a gift from the Risen Lord.  Our Lord too wants to give us that same "Peace" of Himself to us today. Do we believe this?  If we do, are we willing to "open our hearts" wider?      Then, be determined to be totally committed to living only for Christ and to love His people.  

"Faith & Fear": When fear is intense, it cripples us and we can no longer behave normally. Faith is the opposite; it affirms us, it gives meaning and deep fulfilment to our lives. Like the disciples, our joy too can be great if we allow the Risen Christ to transform us.

"Truth about God": Many of us have “fixed and rigid” views about God; we tend to limit God’s goodness to our limited human experiences of goodness. Be open to God’s ways; be surprised by His Goodness; be touched by His forgiving Spirit within us. . . so, spend time listening to Him.
