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John Kerry: Not for President

What does America look for when they choose their president? Many people believe that a president should be more of a follower than a leader. They see the president as someone who examines what the majority thinks, and makes decisions based on that. In a sense, it makes it like having a vote on nearly every issue. The president can examine the latest public opinion polls, and go whichever direction they point. However, this kind of leadership can be very dangerous for two reasons. First, this eliminates any usefulness of the minority. Some of the biggest historical changes came from minorities. If past leaders relied on the public consensus, would they have abolished slavery and segregation? 

The second problem with this leadership is if the President relied on the public opinion, America would be making many bad decisions simply because the public does not know enough to make good ones. The role of the President is to make important decisions based on the information that is not always known to the public. A military strike, for example, would include intelligence information, military abilities, foreign policy, and support levels from other countries. A public opinion poll would not reflect these factors. Unfortunately, Presidential Candidate John Kerry bases many of his views on public opinion polls. He has not really established his own political image; he simply tries to imitate whatever he thinks the majority wants him to be. This is not the type of presidential leadership that America needs. America needs a president that will represent them and listen to them, but they also need a president who will make important decisions based on his or her own expertise. 

John Kerry is not a good choice for president for several reasons. First, he would not make a good Commander in Chief to the military, because he has promoted disobedience among soldiers. Second, he is inconsistent on many issues, taking both sides to nearly every important issue. Finally, his campaign is being run on two faulty premises, his military past, and his opposition for President Bush. Given these three supports, it is very difficult to make a case that John Kerry is a better leader than George Bush. Voters should reject John Kerry based on his inability to properly lead this country.

The first reason that voters should not vote for John Kerry is that he lacks the ability to lead the military. The president’s role as Commander in Chief is vital to our national security, because he can order any military strike at any time. John Kerry would not be able to effectively do that. Most voters are aware of John Kerry’s military past. He served in Vietnam, then came back and protested his fellow soldiers and commanding officers. While they came home in shame, he used Vietnam as a political boost. An article in May 3rd issue of U.S. News & World Report quotes John Kerry in his book, The New Soldier, as saying, “I still want to serve my country…Now, however, I will not go blindly because my government says that I must go.” John Kerry would only go to war if he had proof of a threat. When given orders, within certain legal limits, soldiers are expected to follow them. John Kerry would not be able to get that obedience from the military because he set such a poor example when he was a soldier. This would severely weaken our country’s defense system.

The second reason that John Kerry should not be president is that he has shown inconsistency on many issues. In an article appearing in the Statesman Journal, the Associated Press writes about Lynne Cheney’s opposition to Kerry. Lynne Cheney was quoted as saying, “Certainly it’s hard to come up with a satisfying explanation for his change of heart about No Child Left Behind,  Maybe it’s simply this: When you run for president against an incumbent, it’s really hard to say, ‘Good Job, Mr. President.’” John Kerry has had a “change of heart” on many other very important issues. He says that he is against the Patriot act, but he voted for it. He says that he is against the war in Iraq, but he voted for it. He says he is against gay marriage, but voted for it. 

John Kerry’s inconsistency on many important issues would become a weak spot for our country. For example, what if we drew a line in the sand for North Korea, telling them not to produce more illegal weapons. Within a few days, North Korea crosses the line, so we move it back. We continue moving back the line until we back off altogether. What we tell them in the future would carry no weight, because we would be likely to change our minds if they defied us. John Kerry would also create similar problems here at home. Imagine not knowing whether or not you would be getting a tax cut, health care, drug discounts for your grandparents, or even if a relative would be going to war. Our nation could suffer tremendously from this type of presidential inconsistency.

The final reason that Americans should not vote for John Kerry is the way he is running his campaign. His ads basically give him two benefits, his past military record and his opposition to President Bush. According to an article in the Christian Science Monitor, John Kerry is using his military past as a headline to his ads. I believe that this method is misleading, because Vietnam was too long ago. An article in Time Magazine quotes Kerry as saying, “Measure me by my life.” I agree that voters should measure John Kerry by his life, but I think we should measure more than just the few years that he served as a soldier. What has John Kerry done since then to win my vote? He has been a Senator for quite a while, is there nothing worth mentioning during that time? John Kerry’s Vietnam service does not qualify him to be our next president.

His other strategy, attacking the current President, seems to be essential to winning an election against the incumbent. However, many of is negatives about President Bush are unfounded or confront a problem that he could not improve. In an article appearing in the May 13 edition of The Christian Science Monitor, Linda Feldmann discusses why John Kerry is not advancing in the polls despite Bush’s approval ratings falling. I believe that while Americans do not always like how President Bush is doing, many realize that John Kerry can not do much better.

The first prime example of this is his claim that he will lower gas prices. According to the John Kerry for President web site, John Kerry has three major strategies to lower gas prices, none of which I believe would be effective. First, his management of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve would be a short-term fix that would deplete America’s emergency oil supply. Second, standing up to OPEC is more of a slogan than a strategy. Third, John Kerry has no credibility when it comes to reducing dependency on foreign oil. He voted against President Bush’s energy bill that would have done that. His only vote as Senator to reduce foreign dependency was simply a call for the president to. As a president, John Kerry would need to reduce dependency on foreign oil, not ask someone else to.

John Kerry uses jobs as an attack on President Bush. John Kerry, in a speech archive on his web site, said that, “President Bush has no real economic plan… I do.” He went on to attack the presidents thinking that, “one month when unemployment actually increased can make up for three years of massive job losses.” This claim, that jobs are not really growing, is faulty. President Bush has succeeded in creating a large job recovery. An article in U.S. News & World Report gives many statistics regarding job growth. An estimated 288,000 new jobs were added in April and the unemployment rate dropped. The article later says, “Times are good, and the partying is likely to continue.” Clearly, John Kerry’s idea that President Bush is not creating jobs is false.

Another point in John Kerry’s speech is that the average wage rate is falling. He said, “George Bush talks about a recovery, but doesn't seem to realize that today we have a wage recession in America… while Americans are becoming more and more productive, they are increasingly working at lower wage jobs.” This statement is just not true. According to the article from the U.S. News, “Average hourly wages rose 5 cents, to $15.59, the biggest one month gain since last July.” This is another instance where John Kerry is arguing that he should be president using faulty support.

His final economic claim is that America should not be exporting jobs oversees. This claim is very misleading. If we stopped exporting jobs oversees, then we could expect to stop importing them also. According to the Organization for International Investment (OFII), we would greatly suffer from such a plan. Over the last 15 years, insourced jobs grew by 82%, while outsourced jobs grew by only 23%. This very effectively ends John Kerry’s claim that the President Bush is losing jobs oversees. We receive far more foreign jobs than we lose. John Kerry’s proposal to end that would cause many insourced jobs to disappear. That kind of presidential leadership would be very hazardous to our economy.

John Kerry is not a good leader for this country. He would not make a good Commander in Chief, his value system continues to change, and he has very few benefits to electing him over the current president. Why would American’s want to elect him as their next president? American voters should examine issues like these to find out who is really the best leader for this country. When they do, I am confident that most of them will find that John Kerry is not a good choice for president. Voters should reject Senator John Kerry before they ever let him in the Oval Office. 

