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Jesus said to Nicodemus: "Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life." For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred darkness to light, because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.
Two years ago, I watched a movie called “Pay It Forward.” In the beginning of the movie, Professor Simonet asked his students in Social Studies to think of an idea on how to change the world and put it into action. Trevor, one of the students, called his project “Pay It Forward.” Anyway, what does “Pay It Forward” mean?

I am going to help or do big favors to 3 people. So, I do it forward. And then, these 3 people are also going to help or do big favors to 3 other people. After sometime, our world will be greatly renewed. 

The gospel I had read tells us to do two things that can be very hard to hold together: to be realistic about the world is going, and at the same time, not to lose hope in the future. During the Lenten season, just like today’s Gospel, we hear the story of God who so loved the world that who sent his only son to be human just like us. Yes! God loves us, but we are killing each other! It must be all very frustrating to God. I can almost hear Him say: "What more should I say, what more should I do to make you realize that you are loved and loveable, and that you should love one another? Tell me. I gave you my only Son to bring my message of love, and you killed Him, and you continue to live as if nothing happened. And you continue to kill each other. So what are we going to do in the face of this great giving from the part of God? It can start with a human love. Or, it can start with an experience of Divine love, which can suddenly transform all other relationships. The greatest block in our relationships with others is often the feeling of not loved or not lovable. This insecurity makes us self-centered in our relationships with others. But once we know that we are loved, we can let go of all the insecurities, and be free to love ourselves, and others. Thus, as often as we go out of our way to reach out in love, the Incarnation, the Word becoming man, happens again and again.
The idea of Trevor about “Pay It Forward” received many comments from his fellow students. And then, Professor Simonet said: “Pay It Forward” is indeed very hard… but possible. It is interesting to know that we call this season Lent, to remind us that we are living on borrowed time lent to us by God! So just as we have been loved freely by God, we have to pay it forward to others. 
