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The Story of Karen
By Janpha Thadphoothon
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This is a story of the little girl, Karen Brown, who lives in Canberra, the capital of Australia. She lives with her mother and father. She has one little brother, Colin. They live in a house with a beautiful garden.
The Story of Karen, written in easy English and illustrated in colour, is a story for everyone.
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1
The Two Rabbits
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Canberra has a lot of birds and trees. It is called ‘the bush capital’ because there is so much green space within the city area. Canberra is like a city in the middle of the bush. There are many kangaroos. 

Karen loves most animals. She hates crocodiles. Luckily, there aren’t any crocodiles in Canberra.
The Browns have two rabbits. The two rabbits love to nip green grass in the backyard. They are happy and are loved by everybody.

The white rabbit is called Mike. The brown rabbit is called Mick. 
Karen “Daddy, can we have another rabbit?”

Dad, “I don’t know. I have to ask your mum.”

Dad “Darling, would you like to have another rabbit?”

Mum “We already have two. We don’t need another one.”

Dad, “I’m sorry, Karen. Mum said ‘No’.”

How about you?

Do you have any pets?

What are their names?

Do your friends have any pets?

If you could have any pet in the world, what would it be?

2
Karen’s Japanese Lessons
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Last semester, Karen learned French. But she didn’t like it. She could only say a few words of French. She could say ‘Bon jour’ and ‘Merci’.
Karen, “ I’m glad it’s over.”

Dad, “ Why don’t you like French?”

Karen, “I don’t now. I guess it’s boring. The teacher is very strict. She hardly smiles at us.”
This semester, she is learning Japanese as a foreign language. Her teacher is Miss Toyoda. She can speak English and Japanese. She is kind and beautiful. She sometimes wears traditional Japanese dress. All the student like her.
Karen “I can count from one to ten.”
Dad “That’s great, Karen. Can you count it for us?”

Karen “Ok. Listen. Ichi --- Ni --- San ---Shi---Go---Roku---Nana---Hatchi---Kyuu and Juu.”

Karen is happy when she learns Japanese. Her favourite sentence is: Watachi wa Karen desu. She knows that Sakura or the cherry blossom, is Japanese national emblem. She also knows that Konnichiwa means Good day.
Karen wants to go and visit Japan when she grows up. She wants to wear a Kimono and say at a small Japanese inn in Nara.
Karen’s classmate, Rob, doesn’t study any foreign languages. He doesn’t know any Japanese or French.

Rob “Why do you study Japanese?”

Karen “I want to go to visit Japan in the future. Knowing another language is cool!”

Rob “I hate studying another language. I don’t even know what the capital city of Japan is.”

Karen “That’s simple…It’s Tokyo.”

Rob “How do you know that? I guess I have to study another language. I want to be cool!”

Karen “That’s a good idea, Rob. Learning another language is fun.”

How about you? 

Do you learn any foreign languages?

Do you enjoy studying another language?
3
Colin
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Colin is Karen’s little brother. He loves to play outside. He stays home with his mum.
Colin is learning to talk. At present, he can only say simple words.

Sometimes, he calls his mother, “Mummy”.

Sometimes, he calls his father, “Daddy”.

But he can’t say ‘Karen.’ When he plays with Karen, he calls her name, “Kaaaaraaaan”.

Everybody loves Colin. He is such a cute boy. 
Karen says Colin will grow up to be a strong and clever boy. 
Karen likes to play with Colin. However, she doesn’t like it when Colin cries or when his nappies are wet.

Colin smiles at Karen. Sometimes he pulls her long brown hair.
Karen “Mum, Colin is pulling my hair again.”

How about you?

Do you have any brothers or sisters?

What are their names?

How old are they?
4
A Picnic by Lake Ginninderra
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The Brown’s house is not far from Lake Ginninderra. The lake has a U-shape. It is not a natural lake, but a man made one. People love to relax in the parks. They have green grass and fresh air.
The lake is very big. There are trees, green grass, and reeds. There are also a lot of birds, ducks, swans, and geese. People love to feed water birds. Karen loves to feed the ducks and geese.

On the weekend, the Browns sometimes go picnicking at the lake. Karen and Colin love to play with other children in the playgrounds. The children love to play with the slippery dips, monkey bars, and the swings.
Dad “How many geese are there in the lake?”
Karen “let me count, there are nine of them.”
Dad “Well done. Be careful! Don’t get too close to them. ”

Karen, “Don’t worry. I’ll be very careful.

Karen, “Daddy, can we have geese as our pets?”

Dad, “I don’t think so, Honey. They are happy to be here.”

How about you?

Do you like picnicking?
Where does your family go picnicking?

What do you like to do when you go for a picnic?

5
The Shop

[image: image6.wmf]
Karen’s house is not far from the shop. Her dad loves to go down the road to buy bread and juice in the morning.
Karen likes to go with her dad to the shop. There are many things in the shop. In the evening, there are many people doing their shopping. 

The shop assistant is a university student. Her name is Jill. She has long blond hair.

Karen “What are you doing this weekend?”

Jill “My boyfriend and I plan to go down the coast.”

Karen “Are you going to swim in the sea?”

Jill “I’m afraid not. It’s too cold.”

How about you?

Do you live near a grocer?

What do you usually buy at the shop?

6
Uncle Robin
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Uncle Robin is kind old man. He is a tall man. He sometimes buys her chocolate and lollies. 
Uncle Robin and Aunty Kay live in Young. It is a small town. Uncle Robin has a new car. He drives slowly.

Karen likes Uncle Robin very much.

Uncle Robin “What would you like for your birthday?”

Karen “Can I have a car?”

Uncle Robin “No, it’s too expensive. But you can have a toy car.”

Karen “No, I don’t want a toy. Can I have a bike?”

How about you?
Do you have any uncles or aunts?

What are their names?

Where do they live?

7
The School
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Karen usually wakes up at seven thirty in the morning. She has breakfast at eight o’clock. Her school is not far from her house.
Dad drops her off on the way to his office.

She goes to school from Monday to Friday. 
Her homeroom teacher is Mrs Wilson. Maths and English are Karen’s favourite subjects. She loves to sit at the front and answer the question. She has a lot of friends.

In the evening, Karen usually does her homework after watching TV. 
She usually watches her favourite shows alone. Sometimes she watches TV with her parents. 
When she does her homework, she is happy. When she does not understand a question, she asks her mum or dad to explain it to her. Before she goes to bed, her mum usually reads her a story.

What about you?

Do you like your school?

What are your favourite subjects?

How do get to your school?

Who is your homeroom teacher?

8
The Shopping Mall
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Karen loves to go shopping with her mother at the mall on Saturaday afternoon. There are many shops and many people.

She helps her mother carry the shopping bags.

Karen “What are you going to buy for Dad’s birthday?”

Mum “I’m not sure. I’d like to buy him something special.”

Karen is happy when her mum buys her new shoes or new clothes. Last Friday, Karen was so happy because Mum bought her a new necklace.

Karen “Mum, shall we buy some flowers?”

Mum, “That’s a good idea. Do you like tulips or roses?”

Karen “I like both. Can we have both of them?”

Mum “Okay, we can have both. The roses are for Dad’s birthday. The tulips are for our living room.”
What about you?

Do you like shopping?

Is your house near the shopping mall?

What do you see in the mall?

9
William and Stephen
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William and Stephen are identical twins. They are good boys. They are in year four.
Dad “Do you know why William and Stephen look like each other?”
Karen “Because they are twins!”
William and Stephen’s father is a carpenter. Their father is very tall. Their mother is a school teacher. She teaches English to international students.
William “Dad said he used to play rugby when he was a young man.”

Karen “My dad loves to watch a football match on TV.”
Their house is next to Karen’s house. They often climb over the fence to play cricket with Karen and her dad. Sometimes, Karen plays tennis with them in front of their garage. They are good friends.
How about you?

Who are your best friends? Why?

Are there any children in your neighbourhood?
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Autumn
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Canberra has four seasons: spring, summer, autumn, and winter.

Autumn is Karen’s favourite season. 
Karen “I hate winter. My mum hates it too. It’s too cold.”

William “What’s your favourite season?”

Karen “I’d like you to guess. It is not too hot. It is not too cold. It is a perfect time of the year.”

William “Is it summer?”

Karen “No.”

William “I give up.” 
Karen “It’s autumn.”

On an autumn day, Karen loves to look up the sky.

One fine morning, Karen was lying on the green grass in her backyard. It was a quiet morning. 

Karen “Look at the sky. It’s blue.”
Mum “It’s is indeed blue. The sky is so clear. It is so fresh.”

Karen “Why is the sky blue?”

Mum “Good question. You have to try to answer this question for yourself.”

Karen also loves to look at autumn trees. The leaves change colour. Karen and her parents walk along the road in the evening.
Karen “Do you know why the leaves change their colours?”

Dad “Because they are cold?”

Mum “It’s getting dark. It’s getting cold. Let’s walk back.”
Karen loves to ask her parents many interesting and difficult questions. Sometimes, they can’t answer her questions.
How about you?

What is your favourite season? Why do you like it?

What do you usually do in summertime?
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The Baby Sitter
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Lynn is the Browns’ baby sitter. She is kind and friendly. She likes children. She looks after Karen and Colin when John and Mary are tired and busy.

Lynn loves to tell stories to children. She tells Karen about her cats. (Lynn has three Persian cats).

Karen “We do not have any cats. But we have two rabbits.”

Lynn “Do you want to have a cat as a pet?”

Karen “I’d love to have a kitten. But I have to ask mum and dad first.”

Lynn has a daughter. Her name is Liz. She is the same age as Karen. They love to play together in the backyard.

Liz and Karen study in the same school. They are good friends. They always help each other. Both are in year two.

How about you?

Do you have a baby sitter? What’s her name?

Do you like your baby sitter?
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Ducks
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Lake Ginninderra has many ducks and geese. There are also many water birds in the lake. Along the shore of the lake, there are many kinds of trees. They look lovely on sunny days.
One afternoon, as Karen was walking along the bank of the lake, she found a nest of ducklings. They were so cute.

Karen “Look! A nest full of ducklings!”

Dad “How many ducklings are there in the nest?”

Karen “Seven.”

Dad “What are their colours?”

Karen “White and brown.”

Karen loves animals. She loves birds and dogs. She loves cats and rabbits.

When she goes to the lake with her family, she loves to feed ducks and geese.
“Be careful Karen,” her mother tells her when she is too close to the ducks and geese.

Karen “Don’t worry Mum.”

Mum “How many geese are there?” 

Karen starts counting: One, Two, Three, four, five, six, seven, eight, and nine. 

“There are nine of them.”

There are nine geese in the lake. 
What are their colours? They are white. The ducks are afraid of the geese. The geese are bigger than the ducks.
There are a lot of water birds and ware hens in the lake. They can dive into the water to look for food. Ducks can fly into the sky. They are lovely creatures. Karen likes all of them.

How about you?

Is your house close to a river or a lake?

Are there any animals in the river or lake? What are they?

13
The Museum
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Last weekend, the Browns went downtown to visit the museum. The museum is big and there are many things to see.
Inside the museum, there are many old and valuable things. There are old cars, rocks and stones. There is a souvenir shop. There is also a nice coffee shop inside. 
In front of the museum is a bus stop. The museum is very close to the water.  Many people love to visit the museum. It is free of charge.
When Karen saw her dad putting some money into the box, she asked him why.

Karen “Why did you put the money in that box?”
Dad “I just donated some money to help the museum.”

Karen “Do we have to do that?”

Dad “No, Honey. I did that because I would like to help make the museum a wonderful place for everybody.”

How about you?

Is there a museum in your town?

Have you ever been to a museum?

What do you see in the museum?
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Karen’s Birthday Party
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On her 7th birthday anniversary, Karen had a birthday party at home. She invited a lot of friends.
Karen got many presents. She had seven candles on her chocolate cake. 
Uncle Robin and Aunty Kay gave her a new bike. Karen likes it very much. Her father gave her a new book. Her mother gave her a new T-shirt.
She was very happy because she got a lot of presents. 
Karen “Thank you very much, everybody.”

How about you?

When is your birthday?

What will you do on your birthday?

Have you ever had a birthday party?
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The New Bike
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Uncle Robin and Aunty Kay gave Karen a new bicycle on her 7th birthday. They bought it from a supermarket. It cost 99 dollars. Karen was very happy.

She rode it along the road. William and Stephen also have bicycles.
William and Stephen taught her to ride the bicycle. It took Karen a month to learn how to ride her new bike.

They usually ride along the road to the shop. Sometimes, they ride to the park.

Karen “Let’s ride around the world.”

William “How long will it take?”

Stephen “Are you serious?”

Karen “ It might be a week. It might be a year. It might be many years.”
William “It might be forever!”

How about you?

Do you have a bicycle?

Why should more people ride bicycles?
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Swooping Magpies
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There are many kinds of birds in Canberra. It is known as the Bush Capital. You can see galas, crows, cockatoos, parrots, and magpies.
Magpies are black and white. They love to come and sing songs on an old gum tree near Karen’s house. During springtime, magpies attack people.

Karen “Why do they swoop people?”

Dad “They want to protect their babies. Don’t go near their nests.”

How about you?

Do you like birds?

What is your favourite bird?

Name three different types of birds in your town.
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The Coast
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Karen loves the sea. In summer, her family loves to go to the sea. There is a seaside town not far from Canberra. It is called Bateman’s Bay. It is only a two-hour drive from Canberra.
Most people love to go there for the weekend. The sea is calm and clean. The food is great and the local people are friendly.
In the winter, however, they don’t go want to go to Bateman’s Bay. It’s too cold to swim in the sea.

They are afraid of the sharks and jellyfish. On the beach, people love sunbathing. Karen loves to build sand castles with her dad.
Karen “Do sharks eat people?”

Dad “Yes, they do.”

Karen does not like sharks and crocodiles. She loves to feed the seagulls.  There are two Fish and Chip shops near at the waterfront.
How about you?

Do you like the sea?

What do people do when they go the beach?

Do you like water sports?
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Mum’s Veggie Patch
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Karen likes to help mum water the vegetables or veggies.
The Browns grow many kinds of vegetables. In their veggie patch, there are tomatoes, pumpkins, carrots, tomatoes, potatoes, onions, cabbages, leeks, and other green veggies. They also grow herbs for cooking. There is basil and mint in the back yard.

Mum is happy when she is in her veggie patch.
The two rabbits also love Mum’s veggies. Mum is not happy when the rabbits eat her veggies.
Karen “Mum, why do rabbits eat cabbages?”

Mum “ I don’t know. Go and ask your Dad.”

Karen “Mum, do rabbits eat meat?

Mum “No, they don’t.”

Karem “Can we have another rabbit?”

Mum “Absolutely not.”

How about you?

Do you have a veggie patch?
What are your favourite vegetables? Why?

What vegetables do you hate? Why not?

19
Karen’s Diary
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Karen has kept her secret diary for almost a year. She writes down her ideas and feelings. She records her stories and some interesting events in her life. She writes in English her activities of the day. She does not want anyone to read it. She has kept it a secret. 
Karen knows that Tracy also has a secret diary. Karen enjoys writing her diary. 

Here are some of her stories:

Date: 21 April 2004
Dear Diary,

We all went to the park today. Colin was crying. He was very noisy. Mum bought me a new pair of shoes. In the evening, went for a bicycle ride with William, but Stephen was sick.
Date: 22 April 2004

Dear Diary,

We went to lake. I fed the ducks and geese. I played with Colin at the playground. I liked fizzy drink. Mum said I could not have too much.

Karen enjoys writing. She does not write everyday. When she feels lazy, she does not write. When she is busy and tired, she does not write either. 
How about you?

Do you have a diary?

How often do you write?

Why do you keep a diary?

When do you write your diary?

20
Amy’s Story
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Last weekend, Amy, Karen’s cousin, came to visit the Browns. She was very happy because she just won the writing competition. She wrote a story and sent it for the competition. 

Amy wrote a very short and simple story. It was about a man called Jo. So, she called it ‘A Story of Jo.’

Here is her story.

“Once there was a young man. He was short, but very clever. Everybody called him Jo. He was kind, but he was poor. He studied at the university. He had to work part-time to support his study.

Jo loved to drink coffee in the morning. His favourite place was a coffee shop called the Iguana. His favourite coffee was a long back.

“One glorious morning, while Jeremy was having his coffee, a beautiful young woman walked into the café. She is medium-height. Jo looked at her (by the way, her name is Nicky). She looked back. They smiled at each other.”

“He fell in love with her. It was love at first sight. (Was it puppy love?). Nicky also loved to drink long black. At least, they had something in common.

“Jo and Nicky became good friends. Jo was studying business. Nicky was in year two. She was a law student.”

“They loved each other. When they graduated, they got married.

“They had three children…and two dogs.”

Amy’s story won the competition. She was very happy about it. She got a box of chocolates as a present. 

Karen “I wish I could write a story like you.”

Amy “Writing is fun. It’s better to start from an easy and simple story.” 

How about you?

Have you ever written a story?

Why do you like it?

Tell your favourite story.
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New Zealand Holiday
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The Browns went for their summer holiday in Queenstown, a town in the south of New Zealand. It was Karen’s first trip to New Zealand.

Queenstown is a lovely place. There are many beautiful lakes and mountain nearby. Tourists from all over the world love to visit this wonderful town. It has one of the most beautiful ski fields in the world. The local people are very friendly too. 
From Queenstown, the Browns went to Otago in the middle of February. They visited Mum’s friend, Melissa who lived at a small town just out of the city of Otago. Melissa was a widow and two dags. She only had a small farm, so she had plenty of time. She took the Browns for a ride around the south island for about 7 days.

From Otago, the Browns flew to Auckland and stayed there in a hotel for a couple of days. They rented a car and drove down south to Tauranga and Rotorua. They spent a few days there before they drove to Wellington. They then flew to Canberra. 
It was a rainy morning when they left New Zealand. On the way to the airport, Dad and Karen were singing their favourite song:
“You are my sunshine,

My only sunshine.

You make me happy

When skies are grey. 

You'll never know, dear,

How much I love you.

Please don't take my sunshine away.”

Auckland is a big city in the North Island. The capital city of New Zealand, also in the North Island, is Wellington.

It was a wonderful holiday. Karen was very happy. Everybody had a great time.
Karen “Dad, can we do it again next year?”

Dad “I’ll think about it. Maybe we should go somewhere far away and a bit more exotic…I’m thinking of a two-week summer holiday in Thailand.”

Karen “Thailand…what a great idea! I love you Dad. Shall we go to Thailand next year Mum?”
Mum “Your father is not an ATM machine. We can go anywhere if we have enough money. We can even go to Mars”

Dad “If we don’t have enough money, we may have to go to Cooma or Young for a summer holiday.”

Karen looked puzzled. She asked, “Dad, are you serious?”

Dad was laughing. Mum was smiling. Karen was also smiling.

Karen “I love you so much Mum and Dad.”

How about you?

Have you ever been to a foreign country for a holiday? Where?
Did you have a good time?
























