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A Study on the Total End of the Church Age

by Sara Manning

March 23, 2005

The end of the church age can be shown from scripture in plain comparison of scripture without even scratching the surface of all the deeper spiritual pictures. Many in the churches reject this teaching stating spiritualizing is an incorrect method of Bible study. Using the hermeneutics that they DO accept, the doctrine is still evident and unmistakable. The following verses depict this truth without using spiritualization .
(Spiritualizing is a method sometimes called allegorizing, in which things in the Bible are shown to have a deeper, more hidden spiritual significance. For example spiritualizing would be seeing “Noah’s Ark” as a picture of judgment and salvation, or seeing the woman of Proverbs 31 as representing the Bride of Christ – all the true believers. Spiritualizing is an important aspect of scripture. Tonight, we will not be using this method for the reason stated in the first paragraph).

I repeat, many say that over-spiritualizing has incorrectly brought out the doctrine of the end of the church age/depart out. HOWEVER, it can be shown that reading the Bible literally and in its plain rendering we can still clearly see the total end of the church age. 

I. Comparing the book of Jude to 2 Peter 2

a. Notice the setting is the church

b. Notice that all along we were to expect false doctrines by those in the congregation.

c. Notice that we were always to boldly contend for the Faith. The church has hardly ever obeyed this command. What happens when you do boldly contend for the faith – what about in the church? What was the reaction from those who should have known and loved the truth?

d. Most importantly, both Jude and 2 Peter 2 tell us what will happen to the church by giving the example of Sodom. What happened to Sodom? It is noteworthy that in Sodom, the example God gives for the corporate church, a believer (Lot) departed out!!

	Jude
	Comments 
	2 Peter 2



	1 ¶ Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:

2  Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.

3 ¶ Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

4  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

5  I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.

6  And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

Jude


7  Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

8 ¶ Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.

9  Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.

10  But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.

11  Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

12  These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;

Jude


13  Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.

14  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,

15 ¶ To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

16  These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.

17  But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;

18  How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.

19  These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.

Jude


20  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,

21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

22  And of some have compassion, making a difference:

23  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

24  Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

25  To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.  
	There are many similarities in the language of these 2 sections of scripture. First notice the context. In Jude, certain men crept in unawares – where did this occur? In the church. In 2 Peter, where are the false teachers? – among YOU. Where do we find the true believers typically – in the church. So the setting here is in the church. Look at Jude 4 and 2 Peter 2:1

Now compare the language of Jude 6 with 2 Peter 2:4 – both are discussing the fate of the angels that kept not their first estate. 

HERE’S A MAIN POINT – COMPARE JUDE 7 WITH 2 PETER 2:6

SODOM is shown to be the example of the corporate church! What happened to Sodom? – Partial or total judgment? – total, as we know from Dt.29: 23 and Luke 17:29

Comments

Also compare similarities in Jude 8 and 9 compared to 2 Peter 2:10

Compare 

Jude 9 to 

2 Peter 2:11

Compare 

Jude 12 to 

2 Peter 2:13 – “spots”

and also

 2 Peter 2: 17 – without water, clouds ….

Comments

Compare 

Jude 16 to 

2 Peter 2:18 – note the similarities including “great swelling words”

Comments
	1 ¶ But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

3 ¶ And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

4  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

6  And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;

2 Peter 2

7 ¶ And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:

8  (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)

9  The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:

10 ¶ But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

11  Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.

12  But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

13  And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;

2 Peter 2

14  Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

15  Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

16  But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.

17  These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.

18  For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

19  While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

2 Peter 2

20  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

21  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

22  But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

  .  


To sum up regarding this portion of our study, Jude and 2 Peter 2 are very significant because both show there was falseness to begin with in the church. These men were crept in unawares from the beginning. The fact that Sodom is an example of the church is made clear in these two parallel portions of scripture. 

There are many similarities in the language of these 2 sections of scripture. Remember what we saw from the context: In Jude, certain men crept in unawares – where did this occur? - In the church. In 2 Peter, where are the false teachers? – “Among YOU”. Where do we find the true believers typically? – In the church. So the setting here is in the church. Look at Jude 4 and 2 Peter 2:1. 

HERE’S A MAIN POINT – COMPARE JUDE 7 WITH 2 PETER 2:6. 

SODOM is shown to be the example of the corporate church! What happened to Sodom? – Partial or total judgment? – Total, as we know from Dt.29: 23 and Luke 17:29.
II. The Corporate Church as Jerusalem

Again, without spiritualizing, but just the plain literal reading of scripture, God allows us to tie together Jerusalem, the corporate church, and Mystery Babylon to discover that indeed – the corporate church is no longer used of God, nor is it a place to be in. 

The Corporate Church as Jerusalem

We certainly understand Jerusalem is the political nation of Israel as well as the heavenly city of only the true believers. But can Jerusalem also be showing the corporate external church?

The following verse shows Jerusalem as a place that kills the prophets
Matthew 23:37  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

Of course the Jerusalem of Old Testament national Israel certainly met that condition, we can see that in the book of Acts.

Acts 7:52  Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:

 But the same charge is given to another city, mystery Babylon, the harlot of Revelation 17, 18.

Rev 17:6  And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

Rev 18: 20  Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.

Rev18: 24  And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.

By seeing the charge of the killing of Gods people, we have a match between the Jerusalem of Old Testament National Israel and the mystery Babylon the harlot: they are one in the same, right? Well, no. I already mentioned that the verse above (Matt 23:37) could have fulfillment in the Jerusalem of Old Testament National Israel. But that fulfillment will not work here with this harlot that is also now identified with the name “Jerusalem” Why not? Lets look at a time clue as to when this situation of the harlot is taking place.

Rev 17:7 ¶ And the angel said unto me, wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.

Rev 17: 8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
The timing of this harlot that identifies with the name “Jerusalem” is happening, as we see in verse 8, when satan is loosed from the bottomless pit. This of course is the end of the New Testament era. So we have shown a place that exists during the time of the end and identifies with Jerusalem. This can only have its fulfillment in the corporate church.

How can I say this? Look at this verse that shows the Gospel being removed from the harlot.

Rev 18:23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.

I am sure that you agree that the phrases “of the candle” and “the Bridegroom” are symbols of the true gospel of Christ, as HE is the candle and the bridegroom. 

Let me now ask this question:  What place exists at the end of the New Testament, that is identified with the name Jerusalem, and must have had the true gospel heard in it? It can only be the corporate church that preached the Bible. This harlot could not be a representative of the world’s false religions, or an apostate church that called itself Christian. No, this verse shows that it had the truth in it! It is a church where you would normally expect to have found a believer. 

  Let us look at another location that has an identity that can be tied to the name “Jerusalem” but not the Jerusalem of Old Testament national Israel.

Rev 11:7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.  

 Rev 11:8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.

These verses speak of the two witnesses (the believers proclaiming the gospel) that  are killed in a city. This city is identified as where Christ was crucified. That of course is Jerusalem. Again we know this is not the Jerusalem of Old Testament national Israel, they of course ceased to exist about 2000 years ago. A time clue is given in verse 7, the time in view is at the end of the New Testament era. That clue was satan being released from the bottomless pit.  Let me now ask this question:  What place exists at the end of the New Testament, that is identified with the name Jerusalem, and must have had the true gospel preached in it by God’s own witnesses bringing their testimony. The only place is the corporate church that preaches from the Bible, where you would normally expect to find a true believer. 

Let me display one more example that matches up with the Jerusalem identified with the harlot and the place of the two witnesses.

2 Thessalonians 2: 3 ¶ Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

There is no doubt that this verse shows that it takes place shortly before the return of Christ, that by it being the “temple” it identifies as being in Jerusalem where the temple existed. And it being the temple of God it contains the Word of God. Let me now ask this question:  What place exists at the end of the New Testament, that is identified with the name Jerusalem, and must have had the true gospel preached in it?  The only place is the corporate church that preaches from the Bible, where you would normally expect to find a true believer


SO---- “Jerusalem” is identified with political Israel, AND ALSO the corporate Bible preaching church where you would normally find a true believer. This was done by just taking the plain rendering of the text and comparing where we see the same phrases being used, applying the Biblical principal of comparing spiritual with spiritual. We used no “spiritualizing” or “Allegorizing” This is barely scratching the surface to show this conclusion. Why is this important? Please look at Lk 21:20
20 ¶ And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.

If you take this as being fulfilled in political Jerusalem of AD 70, then there is much information in this chapter and the corresponding gospels as well as the book of Revelations that will have you utterly confused because it does not harmonize! A solution can be gained in seeing the way that scripture identifies the corporate church as Jerusalem.

(The boxed info below was not included in the on-line Bible study but is offered here)

As an aside: In scripture God will sometimes reference Judea when the origin can be shown to be Jerusalem. Judea was a region where Jerusalem was located. These 2 verses show that association. Notice in Acts 1:8 the word “both” puts Jerusalem and Judea together. Acts 28:21 shows the Jews of Rome heard nothing about Paul from the Jewish headquarters of Jerusalem even though they mention Judea. Check also Acts 11:1-2 and Acts 15:1-2, 24. 

Acts 1:8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Acts 28:21  And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren  that came shewed or spake any harm of thee.   

Even if you could find a church that was totally perfect and preached pure Bible doctrine, no one will be saved. Look at “no man” in Revelation 18:11. We know this is singular – there is only one man who bought merchandise from the church. It was Christ purchasing individuals into salvation. We know this from the parable of Matthew 13:46 where Christ is shown as the man who sold all that he had to buy the pearl. But he buys no more from the goods of the corporate church:

Rev 18:11 And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more:  

Christ is gone from the church, the voice of the bridegroom is not there, and he no longer buys their merchandise, there is no salvation there. 

Now we can see clearly that Mystery Babylon is the corporate church. Let us now look at the comparison of Ezekiel 26 to 28 with Revelation 17 and 18. 

III. Tyrus compared to Mystery Babylon: comparison of Ezekiel 26 to 28 with Revelation 17 and 18

Here we see the parallels between The King of Tyrus and the whore of Mystery Babylon. It makes it very clear that they are the same. The King of Tyrus is Satan as he rules in the corporate church. 

Merchandise of Mystery Babylon.

Rev 18:12 The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble,

13 And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men.
Merchandise of Tyrus
Ezekiel 27: 12 Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of all kind of riches; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy fairs.

13 Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they were thy merchants: they traded the persons of men and vessels of brass in thy market.

*Notice that they both include “men” as their merchandise. This merchandise includes the same things that Solomon had in the temple.  

Kings of the earth in Mystery Babylon.

Revelation 18:9 ¶ And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning,

Kings of the earth in Tyrus

Ezekiel 27:33 When thy wares went forth out of the seas, thou filledst many people; thou didst enrich the kings of the earth with the multitude of thy riches and of thy merchandise.

Merchants/mariners lamenting over Mystery Babylon

 Revelations 18: 15 The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing,

16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!

17 For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off,

18 And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city!

19 And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.

Merchants/mariners lamenting over Tyrus

Ezekiel 27: 30 And shall cause their voice to be heard against thee, and shall cry bitterly, and shall cast up dust upon their heads, they shall wallow themselves in the ashes:

31 And they shall make themselves utterly bald for thee, and gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weep for thee with bitterness of heart and bitter wailing.

32 And in their wailing they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and lament over thee, saying, What city is like Tyrus, like the destroyed in the midst of the sea?

King of Tyrus wants to be worshipped as God

Ezekiel 28:2 Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:

Man of sin wants to be worshipped as God

 2 Thessalonians 2:3 ¶ Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

Mystery Babylon burned with fire

Revelations 17:16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.  

Tyrus burned with fire

Ezekiel 28:18  Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.

These scriptures are so parallel that it is unmistakable, without any spiritualizing but just looking at the literal, similar language, that the King o Tyrus and the whore of Mystery Babylon are the same entity, namely satan as he rules in the corporate church.  Notice the total destruction God brings on Tyrus, ie the church, in Ezekiel 28:19

Let us give thanks to God who preserves us in this great tribulation.

Jude:24  Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

25  To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.  Amen.

