Transcription of Letter by Debbie Scott—There was no punctuation in the original letter. Periods have been inserted to make it easier to read. The spelling is how it appeared in the original letter. Lennis Ethridge was the oldest son of Tillman Esbon Ethridge, Sr.

Dated—February 6, 1962

From—Florence Ethridge Kenley


611 Lantrin St


Kilgore, Texas

To—Lennis Reginald Ethridge

Dear Lennis and family

Got your letter of last week. So glad all of you are fine.

Verda and I are doing ok. We are so thankful that we are. We went to see Floyd Sunday. He is still in the hospital. He has been there 5 weeks last Thursday and it looks like he will be there 3 or 4 more weeks. He were feeling better. He can set up a little at a time. He cant talk much and cant stand to hear any one to talk to long at a time. He looked a lot better.

He has a long way to go yet before he is well. I am sure you under stand it all (Lennis had survived a heart attack). I am sending you his address. Write him if you can and encourage him a bout what he will hafto do and what he wont. He is so nervous.

C/o Cotton Belt Hospital

Texarkana, Ark

He is a far way from home. It makes it hard on Clarrie Mae and Floyd to. Pat there oldest daughter were there to see him. She lives in Newport, Ky.

Lennis you spoak of our grandfather John G. Ethridge dying in Locust Bayou. That were our grandfather your dad and all of us for that is where they lived. I can remember Aunt Matt talking a bout the place that where we all wrote Burtt and Joe when they went up there and Eula Bowers were our grand mother (This is incorrect, Nancy Castelberry was their grandmother.) I saw her in 1900 first time in life. Sister Ida toled me that our grand mother were named Bowers. Uncle Wiles daughter Nora E. Luebben wrote me that our grand mother name were Nancy Castleberry. Brother Jesse toled us last Oct when he were hear grand father had been married twice (I think he must have been talking about their father who was married twice). I guess this Castelberry was his first wife for she were not our grandmother for she died in Ark somewhere. I don’t know where our father were burried. I think he died in 1940. I guess he were burried in Magnet Cove Ark between Malvern and Hot Springs. I were borned a Ethridge and I am glad that I were but I don’t know much about them. (Excuse all mistakes. I am not old but I am 77 12 of Jan)

My mother Martha Louise Taunton were borned 1851 died March 27 nineteen hundred one. She died in Union Parish La. I do not know where she were borned in Alabama I guess That’s where they came from.

I were glad to hear from Jeanette. Hope her and family are doing fine. How is your mother. We are looking forward to go to see her some time this year. Jesse and Carrie stay well and Verda and I stay well they will come by and get us and go to see her.

It is cold hear this a m but the sun is shining. Hope you get ever thing you can about the Ethridges and I will get to see it. Uncle Wiles younger sons wife has been writing Verda a bout the Ethridge and our mother all of us children. I would like to see it. Nora brother John which is dead now said Ga were full of Ethridges.

I’ll go. Hope I have helped you. Write and come when you can.

Your Aunt Florence

