Tutorial on using the restore statement along with the Data statement.

This is a separate command but is only used with the Data statement; it’s good for two things.  If you’ve ever used the command DATA and then looped it and tried to make the computer read the same piece of data twice you’d have found that it does not allow it because it’s out of data and has already read that particular piece of data, to slve this you can use the restore command, this along with a line number or statement allows the data to become ‘fresh’ and ready to be read again, but it also has a more useful purpose, it tells the computer which data string to read from next.

You may have noticed that the Read statement is a little brief with just one variable, well that is because the restore statement allows a choice of data to be read from, so if we have five different data types, if they were all labelled 1 to 5 and you typed in:

RESTORE 5 

the data set 5 will be the only one read and you get that information only from that data set and non of the others, and as mentioned earlier, if you loop the program, this statement is essential for re-reading the data set from scratch, here is a quick example of how to use it to read from one out of 5 data sets and to allow re-reading of the data:

SCREEN 12

START: CLS

RANDOMIZE TIMER

LET J% = INT(RND * 7) + 1

1 : DATA JAMIE, MARTIN, FRANK, BOB, FRED, BARNEY, WILMA, BETTY

2 : DATA 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

3 : DATA ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, FIVE

4 : DATA COFFEE, TEA, HOT CHOC, ORANGE, WATER

5 : DATA BED, CHAIR, TABLE, FLOOR, WALL

RESTORE 4

FOR I% = 1 TO J%

READ J$

NEXT

PRINT J$

INPUT "AGAIN"; AGAIN$

IF AGAIN$ = "Y" THEN GOSUB START

END

 This is only an example, and could be modified by putting, inputting a category and then letting that influence the restore and then seeing what comes up.  By now you should really be aware of the potential of the DATA and RESTORE statements.
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