March 21, 2006


PURA VIDA
… … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … . … … ... … … … … … … … 


This month I have stayed mainly in San Jose, getting to know the city better and spending time with people.  This I feel has given me the opportunity to observe and learn the attitudes and habits of my family, friends and co-workers.  The aspect that has stood out the most to me this past month is the role of prayer here, especially where I work at Rahab Foundation.  


In my experiences here, I have observed, and been blessed by prayer’s role here.  We pray everyday before work as a staff, but I first observed prayer in a stronger role when we had our first staff meeting at Rahab.  We were addressing items from different areas of our organization, and whenever we talked about a need of ours, or someone related to our ministry, we stopped and prayed right then.  We prayed for our finances, the health of one of the women we minister to, the presidential elections (they are still counting votes by hand because the election was so close), and other areas as well.  It was refreshing to see how God was put in control of our staff meeting by bringing every need directly to Him first.  
The second aspect of prayer that I love here is how everyone prays at once.  When praying as a group, one person prays and the others are agreeing and praying quietly along with the person.  If I stand back and just listen to the words being offered up, I think it sounds like rain, like a downpour if the group is large enough.  I like the imagery of rain in that I think of prayer as completely drenching us.  Plus, rain is essential for a healthy, vibrant life; so prayer is the rain for our organization.  
Because of the strong image and presence of prayer here, what I’d like to call active prayer, it’s been much easier to comprehend and be able to give control over to God.  I feel it’s easy to say “God is in control”, but by first going to God in prayer, and actively participating in prayer led by others, it shows that we believe it’s His situation to control.  I have appreciated this because being here in San Jose, I personally do not have control of much that goes on around me.  I don’t have the same control of the language as I do in the States, I take the bus to work, so I don’t control my daily commute, and I don’t control many things I took for granted in the States.  This is so good because I’m learning on many different levels my own vulnerability and limitations.   It may sound trite, but my limitations give me the opportunity to see God working where I know I could do nothing, and I can give Him thanks and glory for what He accomplishes.  



My biggest limitation at this time would be communicating with the girls I minister to.  Leading the group of girls is challenging because I’m not used to their Spanish and they aren’t used to mine.   I know that a big part of this dilemma is just being patient, but this is my biggest prayer request along with continual prayer of building relationships with these girls.  I’m thankful that one of my co-workers is teaming up with me to lead this group, so she has been a great blessing.  
Lack of funds has also been a strain for the organization the past few weeks, and we are planning on attending an international Christian conference on prostitution this next month, so I would appreciate prayer for its funding and logistics.  This is an exciting opportunity to return to the States ( and more importantly to see how God is working all over the world to reach those involved and/or affected by prostitution.  I will have more details about this in my next letter.  
Again, thank you so much for your prayers and support. 

Jamelyn

Email: jamelyn.in.cr@gmail.com
Website: www.geocities.com/jamelynincr
