14 July 2006

PURA VIDA
… … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … …

25 10 Julyne 2006


Whew, it is definitely July and I have been keeping plenty busy with work, translating on weekends and being tour guide to a family from the States who has been living with my host family and me for the last week or so.  All this to say that while I’ve been keeping busy, the last 6 weeks have been so encouraging because I have witnessed such amazing answer to prayer in my own experiences as well as those around me.  

First off, the biggest answer to prayer is that Adriana, the new psychologist, is such an amazing blessing.  We get along great, and she has revived parts of the adolescent program that needed organization and more attention.  She also connects so well with the girls and has great enthusiasm.  The girls can now receive all the attention that they need: psychological, emotional, mental, spiritual and educational.  She has been a huge answer to prayer because I could not handle the entire program all on my own because it’s growing so rapidly. We really needed one person who could devote her time exclusively to the program.  This has also allowed me to help Rahab with emails and professional connections in the States.  I just finished a financial and ministry evaluation for a group from the States that has been working with us, and we’re praying that they will continue to partner with us.  

Another significant important answer to prayer occurred when I was translating for a Teen Mania presentation.  For anyone unfamiliar with Teen Mania, it is a Christian mission organization from the States that does skits that represent life issues and then presents the gospel message of Christ.  Then there is a time where small groups go out into the audience to pray for people.  My job was to translate the testimony of one of the girls in the skit.  I like to translate because it is a challenge and gives me an opportunity to help out other ministries.  Needless to say, I was intimidated as my Spanish is far from fluent, but I offered what skills I had. God was definitely working through me in this moment because I was surprised at how smoothly I spoke.  Yes, I made mistakes, but I recovered quickly and continued. God had to be speaking through me, because without His help my nervousness would have taken over, and I would have given up far before the real limitations of my ability.  I know I still have a long way to go in improving my Spanish, but I was greatly encouraged by the progress I’ve made so far.  So this experience was a great answer to pray, and at the same time, it was an opportunity to continue improving my Spanish.   

The third huge answer to prayer was the an email I received from one of the girls in my group named Katie.  She wrotee saying how she’s happy that I’m here and that she’s glad we’re friends I spoke of earlier. .  It was a simple email, but it was significant for me.  It’s easy for me to think that I’m not being very effective at work when I trip over my Spanish, or when I need to remind the girls to follow the rules (playing the ‘bad cop’) and thereby feel a bit disconnected.  However, Katie’s email was reassuring that despite those feelings, I am making a difference and this is where God wants me.  It’s important to remember that this is not MY work, but my role in HIS work, and this email confirmed that while I cannot always see tangible results, God is working here, and in the girls’ lives.  

On the first of July, we took 45 kids in our program on a canopy tour at Jaco, one of the beach towns.  A canopy tour is where you are harnessed to a cable and ride from tree to tree in the canopy level of the rainforest.  It’s like an incredible zip line.  It was a great experience for me as well as all the teens involved at Rahab (both boys and girls).  This was the first time any of the kids had done something like a canopy tour, so naturally many, if not all, were nervous and scared.  This was a great exercise for them to overcome their fear and see how good taking a positive risk can be.  It was a great experience for me because it was yet another opportunity to interact and build relationships with the girls.  Since the trip, our group dynamics have improved and many of the girls are much more talkative with me.  Social barriers are crumbling. Thanks be to God.  

On a small little note, while on our way back from the canopy tour our bus got stuck in a dry river bed.  However, there was construction going on at a house three doors down, and the bulldozer was able to pull the bus out.  God provided for us before we knew we’d even need it.  So the inconvenience was small and provided us with a great story too. 
God has also provided roommates for Cristina (friend from Wheaton living here for this past year) and Zue (her roommate and dear friend of mine from Peru). Since Cristina is leaving soon, they needed a new roommate.  They have two new girls living in their house, one from Costa Rica and another girl from the States who is here until December.  She is a great answer to prayer since she is a potential travel buddy when I need to leave the country to update my tourist visa.  

So please rejoice with me in how God has encouraged me this past month through various answers to prayer!  Thank you for your support in this as well, because I know that these have not just been my prayer requests but also yours on behalf of my time here.  

In addition to answers to prayer, there are still significant ongoing prayer requests here at Rahab.  We are still without the financial means to pay our balloon payment of $21,000 for the property we purchased last year.  However, we know that God is faithful and will not let this keep His work from being done, so we are praying and waiting for Him to supply the necessary funds.  We are also still searching for a safe and secure location for Karen, one of the women in our program, as her home situation is significantly dangerous.   In addition to these requests, please pray for the unstable family lives of various teens in our program.  They are at such a delicate stage in life, and some of them are dealing with significant challenges right now.  Lastly, we are going to have a ‘field trip’ for all the teenagers associated with Rahab this Saturday, July 1st.  That means about 40 teens are going with us to do a canopy tour through the rainforest!  It is going to be a lot of fun, but please pray for safety and that all the teens will get a long so that everyone can truly enjoy their time together.  

God has been so faithful; I am excited to see what He has in store for Rahab and the girls during the second half of my time here.  I can’t believe I have already reachedpassed the half-way point of my stay.  

Thank you again for all your support.  

Blessings, 

Jamelyn

Jamelyn.in.cr@gmail.com
www.geocities.com/jamelynincr

