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I have had a great month since last writing, the highlight of which was my family coming down to visit me the first 12 days of August for vacation!  We had a great time, but one of the best parts of our trip was when they were able to come and see Rahab.  My family came with me to meet the staff and the girls I work with, and it was a great meshing of my two worlds.

My family was able to spend time and share with the girls and vice versa (Julia and Jeremy talked to the girls in Spanish, and I translated for my parents).  Some of the girls performed a choreographed dance to a praise chorus that they did all on their own initiative.  We also brought a little gift bag for each girl.  At the end of our time, my mom shared that my family had felt like they had known the girls for a long time because I had been sharing about them.  I also added that my family was like their American family, and that there are many more “family” members in my home church and other friends and family who are keeping them in prayer.  


So please consider yourselves a part of the family; details on the reunion are yet to come …  

Family is a basic, but fluid concept.  Bottom line is that it is a place where you belong and are supported.  You come home to people who unconditionally love you, or in some cases, they come to Costa Rica to see you.  

But when said family members are not in Costa Rica, I have found another family here made up of many members.  First off, God has blessed me with such a great Costa Rican family to live with.  Plus Shelley, who is the other missionary here through LAM, has invited me over for dinner and welcomed me into her family.  It is also neat that she could meet mine when we were in the States for a conference back in April.  I also have a number of great friends here, both Costa Rican and North American (and Honduran and Peruvian).  Most weekends I spend the night at one of their houses right by the church I go to.  I’m considered the 5th roommate.  There is also another missionary family living here working with the Christian Broadcast Network that has become my second family.  I love going over to Rhoda and Stan’s house after church for lunch, or dinner, as some of us would call it being the big meal of the day.  Anyways, I love sharing with them and seeing our patchwork family.  Usually we are between five and eight for dinner.  My “sisters” and I took Rhoda out for Mother’s Day, which is August 15th here.  

In as much as I have lots of people down here as a new family, my family has grown even larger because I have been blessed by having such a great spiritual family supporting me in prayer.  Thank you! These two words are not enough, but I can feel your support and thank God for such a wonderful family.  

However, as great as family is, I know that the girls in my program have a much different view of what is a family.  None of them comes from the typical nuclear family.  Most of them come from single parent or broken homes.  In addition, most of the girls have experienced some form of abuse or neglect in the place where they should be unconditionally loved and supported.  Sadly, this is one of the most painful betrayals anyone can face.  So when my family from back home came to visit these girls and show them love and support without even first meeting them, it was a powerful demonstration for them.   

The greatest family of all is the heavenly family we share as adopted children of Christ.  My family coming to meet the girls at Rahab was a tangible example of how we are a part of one great family.  The girls could understand the love my family showed them only because the same example of being “adopted” into a family comes from Christ’s death for all of us.  There is no one greater or less than the next; we are all the same and all in need of redemption.  These girls didn’t have to prove themselves to be accepted by my family, just as we don’t have to prove ourselves to God.  All we have to do is accept the gift set before us.  

All of our programs at Rahab are taught with a Christian focus, and the girls being accepted by my family from the states (and by all of my spiritual family as well) helped solidify the redemptive grace of Christ in such a tangible way. 

Thank you for being a part of it.

Please also continue to pray for the girls in our program and their families.  There is a lot of pain in these girls’ lives.  Although this is not their only struggle, please pray that there would be restoration where there is pain.  Also, pray that Rahab would receive the necessary funds to increase our property in order to be able to continue and expand our programs. In this way, we would be able to reach out to even more.  If you would be interested in donating, we are tax deductible through Latin American Missions (LAM), and I would be happy to send you more information.  

Again, thank you for your continual support.  I am so grateful to be a part of such a great family.  

In His service, 
Jamelyn
