18 April 2006

PURA VIDA

… … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … 
Happy Easter!  I enjoyed experiencing a Latin Easter…or as it’s called in Costa Rica (and all over Latin America) La Semana Santa (Holy week).  It is truly a weeklong celebration starting with Domingo de Ramos (palm Sunday) and then most offices are closed (like ours!) for the week.  People treat it as a week of vacation that ends with church services on Domingo Santo (holy Sunday or Easter).  Vacations are nice, but I learned very quickly that when the buses take a vacation (Maundry Thursday and Good Friday), that things can get inconvienent when you’re trying to do last minute errands or finish stuff up at the office.  The reason I had so much to do these days is because Rahab is going to the Internationl Christian Conference on Prostitution in Green Lake, WI this Thursday the 20th to the 27th.  I decided to come back a little early and surprise my family at Church on Easter morning.  It was so much fun.  
I came back early due to a needing-to-be-renewed visa on the 17th of April, so I thought what better way to celebrate Easter than with my family.  I arrived at church Sunday morning before the end of first service and surprised my Dad and sister.  Then, Julia thought it would be fun to surprise my mom, who was on stage ready for choir waiting for service to begin, by switching clothes pretending that I was Julia.  Well, my mom was surprised to see me; she gave me a big hug, but after a minute of talking she asked “why are you wearing Julia’s clothes?”  I figure if the rest of the world has trouble mixing Julia and I up, well at least our mom doesn’t.  So it was a wonderful Easter, and Jeremy wasn’t at the beginning of service, so I didn’t ‘surprise’ him, but he was still really glad to see me too.  
So I am in the states for a couple of weeks because of the conference Rahab is going to.  This conference has organizations from all over the world coming to good ol’ Wisconsin.  I’m excited to learn about how God is working all over the world through the various ministries coming and how I can apply what I learn to the girls’ program I’m working with to better equip myself to connect and minister more effectively to them.  
After the conference my organization and I will be doing a number of presentations here in the Wheaton area.  If you are interested in hearing more specifically what my organization does, and hear a testimony of one of the women who went through the program at Rahab, please come and join us.  The dates and times for our presentations are listed below, but they will be essentially the same program, so you don’t need to come to both. 



Friday April 28th, 2006
Wheaton College,  
Room ::  Blanchard 339 
3:30 pm 

Sunday April 30th, 2006
First Baptist Church of Wheaton

1310 N. Main st. 
6pm

Hope to see you there, and hope you had a great Easter too. 

Jamelyn
