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September 19, 2002

Dear Parents,

Welcome to Curriculum Night!!  The purpose of this letter is not only to initiate communication between home and school but also to introduce myself and inform you about our course goals.

My name is Jameela Jafri and I am a new science teacher at The Masters School.  I also happen to be a proud graduate of the school (class of 1993).  I received my undergraduate and graduate degrees from Columbia University and have previously taught middle school, high school, and college level science.  I love science and I love sharing my passion for science with others.  Through teaching, I hope to show the students how exciting and relevant science is to our everyday lives.

There are a number of goals we will aim to achieve this year in science.  These goals reflect the importance of science skills in each of our daily lives.  While not all of us will go on to be a doctor, a nurse, or a laboratory researcher, we all need to think about the world we live in and how we interact with each other, other organisms, and the environment.  In light of this fact, I have outlined some goals for our science class this year.

1) Develop critical thinking skills.  Science empowers us to examine problems critically and to intellectually come up with a solution.  Through the process of critical thinking, we are forced to examine our own viewpoints, our biases, and weigh evidence to develop a solution.

2) Build interpersonal and communication skills.  Science is a field based in communicating ideas and hypotheses to other members of the scientific community.  Thus, we will have many occasions to work in groups, present to our fellow classmates and question each other’s ideas.  This requires that we respect each other and establish a classroom environment in which everyone feels comfortable in presenting their ideas to the rest of the class.

3) Increase appreciation of the natural world.  Through science, we gain an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of the natural world.  We also learn how the principles of biology, chemistry, and physics apply to our daily lives. Appreciating the world we live in also forces us to examine the responsibilities and problems we face together on this planet: unchecked population growth in many parts of the world, acid rain, the shrinking of tropical rain forests and other great sources of species diversity, the pollution of the environment, disease, social strife, the extreme inequities in the distribution of the earth's wealth, and so on.

4) Gain responsibility for self-evaluation.  Through provided assignment sheets, students will monitor their own progress throughout the year.  To encourage and guide students in their self-monitoring, these assignment sheets will be signed by the parent/guardian for every ten assignments.  I will also ask students to evaluate themselves for certain assignments using developed rubrics.  In my experience, students are more successful when they judge and examine their own work critically.

5) Become a life-long learner.  Science is an expanding field with new developments and discoveries made every day.  Through our class, we will learn how the world we live in is a changing one.  Thus, success cannot depend on memorizing facts.  We will learn how to research information, evaluate resources and use the Internet to obtain the most current and reliable information.  

To keep you aware of what is going on in the classroom, I have established a website.  This website allows you to examine the curriculum, our weekly objectives, homework, and resources that will be helpful in student learning. 

This letter is only my initial step in reaching out to you.  I want to work as a team to ensure that our students become lifelong independent learners.  It’s also very important to me that every student has an enjoyable and meaningful experience in my class.  I invite you, the parent/guardian, to come visit the class, call me, or email me should you have any concerns or questions.  

Thank you, and I look forward to a great year of science!

Sincerely,

Jameela Jafri

