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... `Welcome!' the Elf then said again in the
Common Language, speaking slowly. 'We seldom
use any tongue but our own; for we dwell now in

the heart of the forest, and do not willingly
have dealings with any other folk. Even our own
kindred in the North are sundered from us. But

there are some of us still who go abroad for the
gathering of news and the watching of our

enemies, and they speak the languages of other
lands. I am one. Haldir is my name. My brothers,
Rúmil and Orophin, speak little of your tongue...
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 ... `A dwarf! ' said Haldir. `That
is not well. We have not had

dealings with the Dwarves since
the Dark Days. They are not
permitted in our land. I cannot

allow him to pass.'...

...Immediately afterwards Haldir came
climbing swiftly up through the branches.
`There was something in this tree that I
have never seen before,' he said. `It was
not an orc. It fled as soon as I touched

the tree-stem. It seemed to be wary, and
to have some skill in trees, or I might have
thought that it was one of you hobbits...


