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No one had a more attentive audience than old Ham Gamgee, commonly
known as the Gaffer. He held forth at ‘The Ivy Bush’, a small inn on the
Bywater road; and he spoke with some authority, for he had tended the
garden at Bag End for forty years, and had helped old Holman in the

same job before that. Now that he was himself growing old and stiff in
the joints, the job was mainly carried on by his youngest son, Sam Gamgee.

Both father and son were on very friendly terms with Bilbo and Frodo.
They lived on the Hill itself, in Number 3 Bagshot Row just below Bag

End.

...Bilbo was very polite to him, calling him 'Master
Hamfast', and consulting him constantly upon the growing

of vegetables – in the matter of 'roots', especially
potatoes, the Gaffer was recognized as the leading

authority by all in the neighbourhood (including himself)...


