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Arwen, daughter of Elrond, in whom
it was said that the likeness of Lúthien
had come on earth again; and she was

called Undómiel, for she was the
Evenstar of her people. Long she had
been in the land of her mother's kin, in
Lórien beyond the mountains, and was

but lately returned to Rivendell to her
father's house...Such loveliness in living
thing Frodo had never seen before nor

imagined in his mind....

...And there sat a lady fair to look upon,... Young she
was and yet not so. The braids of her dark hair

were touched by no frost, her white arms and clear
face were flawless and smooth, and the light of
stars was in her bright eyes, grey as a cloudless
night; yet queenly she looked, and thought and

knowledge were in her glance, as of one who has
known many things that the years bring. Above her
brow her head was covered with a cap of silver lace

netted with small gems, glittering white; but her
soft grey raiment had no ornament save a girdle of

leaves wrought in silver...
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Arwen remained in Rivendell,
and when Aragorn was abroad, from afar she
watched over him in thought; and in hope she

made for him a great and kingly standard,
such as only one might display who claimed
the lordship of the Númenoreans and the

inheritance of Elendil...

...And behold! there Lúthien walked before his eyes in
Rivendell, clad in a mantle of silver and blue, fair as the

twilight on Elven-home; her dark hair strayed in a sudden
wind, and her brows were bound with gems like stars.

“For a moment Aragorn gazed in silence, but fearing that
she would pass away and never be seen again, he called to

her crying, Tinúviel, Tinúviel! even as Beren had done in the
Elder Days long ago.

“Then the maiden turned to him and smiled, and she said:
‘Who are you? And why do you call me by that name?’
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....They went to the fair hill, Cerin
Amroth, in the midst of the land, and

they walked unshod on the undying grass
with elanor and niphredil about their
feet. And there upon that hill they

looked east to the Shadow and west to
the Twilight, and they plighted their

troth and were glad...

...And thus it was that Arwen first beheld him again after their long
parting; and as he came walking towards her under the trees of Caras

Galadhon laden with flowers of gold, her choice was made and her
doom appointed...
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...last came Master
Elrond, mighty among Elves

and Men, bearing the sceptre
of Annúminas, and beside him

upon a grey palfrey rode
Arwen his daughter, Evenstar

of her people...

...Then Aragorn was abashed, for he saw
the elven-light in her eyes and the

wisdom of many days; yet from that hour
he loved Arwen Undómiel daughter of

Elrond....
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...And Aragorn the King Elessar wedded
Arwen Undómiel in the City of the Kings
upon the day of Midsummer, and the tale
of their long waiting and labours was come

to fulfilment....

...And Frodo went to the King as he was
sitting with the Queen

Arwen by the fountain, and she sang a
song of Valinor, while the Tree grew and

blossomed....
The Queen Arwen said: 'A gift I will give

you. For I am the daughter of
Elrond. I shall not go with him now when

he departs to the Havens; for mine is
the choice of Lúthien, and as she so have
I chosen, both the sweet and the bitter.
But in my stead you shall go, Ring-bearer,

when the time comes, and if you then
desire it. If your hurts grieve you still

and the memory of your burden is heavy,
then you may pass into the West, until

all your wounds and weariness are
healed. But wear this now in memory of
Elfstone and Evenstar with whom your

life has been woven!


