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Concepts of Governance and Sustainable Human Development: Chapter 1
Sustainable Human Development is:

Empowerment of people to make choices that affect their lives, expand their capabilities, while being “free of hunger want and deprivation.”

Cooperation in communities to give people a sense of belonging and fulfillment through interaction.

Equity of all opportunities available, not just those related to income 

Sustainability of the needs of the present generation without comprising future generation’s capabilities

Security of livelihood; meaning freedom from disease and harm

    ….And economic growth should lead to all of the above….

Governance is: “the exercise of political, economic and administrative authority to manage a nation’s affairs”, and includes all institutions and organizations in society.

Three domains of governance examined that contribute to sustainable human development:

(1) The State, (2) Civil Society and the (3) Private Sector—all 3 should be complementary and compatible

Relationship between good governance and sustainable human development: 

UNDP measures human development through: 

1. poverty reduction; 

2. job creation and sustainable livelihoods; 

3. environmental protections; 

4. advancement of women

Governance (which not only includes the state but also the private sector and civil society) promotes these 4 things through: 

· Health and nutrition (provided by: state, NGOs, civil society)

· General education (provided by: state or private sector)

· Vocational training and Managerial capability (all domains involved in provision)

What is Good Governance? 7 Aspects: Legitimacy, freedom of participation and freedom of the media, fair and impartial legal system, accountability and transparency of systems, freely available info, efficient public sector management, cooperation between gov’ts and civil society orgs.

Governance Domains and their Roles in Sustainable Human Development- Chapter2  

(The State, Civil Society and the Private Sector must work in unison to fulfill these roles)

Role of the State: 

· Economic environment- policy reforms must promote economic competition, work to liberalize trade regulations, and decentralize economic decision making

· Protect the vulnerable- by maintaining pensions for elderly, benefits for unemployed, health insurance for those who don’t have it, and social assistance programs for all disadvantaged 

· Improve efficiency of government- by utilizing civil and private orgs in service delivery, by decentralizing responsibilities, by reducing corruption and increasing confidence through merit based promotions and incentive based compensation

· Democratize political systems- establish transparent electoral processes and legal systems that uphold human rights, work to provide basic human needs in most democratic way 

· Decentralize administrative systems- by redistributing authority, responsibility and decision making among diff. levels

· Reduce gaps between rich and poor- including gaps in education and health opportunities, not just income
· Promote cultural diversity and social integration- by protecting differences through laws and ensuring equal accessibility to political systems
· Protect the environment- establish national accounting systems that integrate economics and environmental priorities
· Promote gender equality- through the legal system, by working to change norms and  by creating target participation levels for women in areas of government
Role of Civil Society

· Promote and sustain social interaction- by bringing people together for a common cause thereby contributing to the quality of life in their communities and offsetting the effects of market failures

Role of Private Sector

· Job creation and economic growth- by developing small enterprise sector which creates jobs for unskilled labor force, women and urban poor

Governance and Sustainable Human Development in a Changing World: Chapter 3

Summary: The world’s economic, social, and political systems have dramatically changed since the early 1980’s.  These systematic changes have brought historically unprecedented improvement in human living conditions, and on the other hand, brought new uncertainties, complexities, and challenges for human development.  

Breakdown, Breakthrough and Fibrillation
· A dominant influence over development in the past centuries has been capitalism
· Development has been characterized by contradiction and uncertainty, and can be referred to as a period of breakdown, breakthrough and fibrillation
· Breakdown can be seen through: 1) disintegration of families, destruction of indigenous societies, pollution of environment, and disparities in income and capability

· Breakthroughs can be seen in communications, transport, medicine, and computerization, 

· Fibrillation can be defined as spontaneous changes leading to radically different structures

Into the New Era: Turbulence, uncertainty, and confusion will be the environment of government in the future.  In order to challenge news systems of governance developers should take into account forces that will change the future.

· Environmental Degradation: Damage to the environment is the most destructive element of global change

· Economic Globalization: Key aspects that need to be addressed include:

· International trade
· Internationalization of investment
· Increasing mobility of factors of production
· Deeper economic integration through transnational corporations
· Structural changes in developing economies
· Shifts towards technology and knowledge-based production
· The Collapse of Communism
· Strategic Multi-polarity: Outside threats, culture, social capital, leadership, ethnicity, language and religion are the social glue that help systems cohere
· When neither a unifying ideology nor an outside threat is present, but an internal pressure is present (i.e. ethnic conflict) social disintegration will be inevitable

· Religious and Ethnic Tensions: Religious fundamentalism and other types of ideological extremism are likely refuges for those who are unwilling or unable to cope with the uncertainties and traumas of the new era

· Especially true when minorities benefit from growth while the majority are marginalized

Challenges for the Future: Building Governance Capacity: Chapter 4
Summary: Three major domains of governance-the state, the private sector, and civil society-must address new crosscutting issues in a complex and uncertain era of political and economic globalization

The Cross-Cutting Issues

· New Challenges to State Structures
· The absence of a legitimate state authority

· Very large state, which has grown rapidly and become entrenched in all aspects of society

· Good governance implies that citizens trust in and entrust themselves to the rule of law

· Developing countries must support integration marginalized groups into the national dialogue

· Governance and Gender Equality: Women must be involved in decision-making at all levels.

· Governance and Poverty Alleviation: Real incomes for most workers in countries have fallen substantially over the past twenty years, while disparities in income between rich countries and poor countries have increased.  Poverty and inequality exacerbate weaknesses in governance

· Poverty reduction requires three basic elements: 1) Empowerment of people through education, 2) Social investment, and 3) Sustainable livelihood.

· Management of Financial and Natural Resources: To alleviate poverty, achieve gender equality, and protect the environment, governments must be able to collect, allocate and redistribute financial resources effectively and to mobilize natural resources efficiently

Governance for Sustainable Human Development

· Good governance requires stronger mechanisms for people to participate in society

· In an open system, linkages must be developed with other countries within the region

· Mechanisms are needed to demonstrate the advantages of democratization and decentralizations

· Restoration of peoples people’s confidence in the state (i.e. Africa and the Middle East)

· Re-establishing the rule of law

· Long-run participation into education systems
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