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Globalization and The State

Class #13: April 25th 2002

Notes

Announcements:

Prof. Kamal stated that he would have a last look at students’ websites this Saturday evening/ Sunday morning.  There are some students’ websites that are exemplary: Melissa, Sarann, Rahul, Matt.  Some websites are incomplete and must be worked on further.
The following is a recap of the class discussion.  Speakers’ names are underlined.  
Kamal:

Globalization of ideas

Prof. Kamal began by introducing the subject of Globalization of ideas, particularly terrorism.  Terrorism is a globalized phenomenon; how is it that these ideas are being transmitted across borders?

For instance, Osama Bin Laden is similar to a transnational corporation in that he has a system and a network and ways to deliver his vision.  The fact that his vision is wrong is irrelevant, the technique he is using to spread his vision is truly global.

Spread of panic-

The events of Sept. 11th and the anthrax cases that followed worked to inflict a complete state of panic throughout out the country.  Therefore the question is: was the goal of the terrorists to kill people or to spread panic? And, because panic has a cost, if we are giving into that panic are we succumbing to the terrorists?

Olivia makes the point that because of the attacks, rules and regulations must be put in place to ensure safety, there is a learning curve in this process and personal discretion must be replaced with rules of conduct.

Luc states that there is a difference between danger and risk and one can prevent danger but there will always be risk.

Juan points out that the media has a definite role in the spread of panic in the U.S.

Matt asks the question if the terrorists objective was to cause panic, what does that accomplish for them, why do they want to spread panic in the U.S.?

Kamal:

Prof. Kamal answers by explaining that the root causes of terrorism have been examined and can be identified, however the issue we are concerned with is how do you stop the spread of these ideas?  The events after Sept. 11th have led to U.S. troops in Afghanistan and now the involvement of the Philippines.  The domino effect is similar to that of another global phenomena, the Asian Financial crisis.  Terrorists are using terror as a weapon of war, the idea behind the terror is not as important as the ability to spread the idea.  

· Prof. Kamal goes on to state that there are two types of terrorism: 

· Terrorism by individuals and groups

· Terrorism by states

However, terrorism by states is ignored as a concept

Luc brings up the pyramid of human needs.  Terrorism is able to penetrate the first tier of the pyramid (physiology) straight through to the second tier, which is security.  Consequently, society can not get to the parts of the pyramid that involve self-fulfillment which is why social programs are currently being ignored.  

Kamal:

Prof. Kamal states that the U.S. is strong and terrorism has not disrupted strength that but has wasted much money.  

BioTerrorism-
Kamal defines a dirty bomb: uses the poison of plutonium (as opposed to energy) as a weapon.  Very easy to do- the poison is released into the air and kills mass amounts of people; however plutonium is not very easy to access.

Kamal asks the question why can’t the U.S. figure out who was responsible for the anthrax laced letters after Sept. 11th? Anthrax can only be produced in a very small amount of places in the U.S.- does the U.S. know who did it and yet is not releasing the information because it was an American?

Luc explains to the class the recent political events in France involving the candidate Le Pen receiving 17% of the vote.  Le Pen is anti-globalization and has been called a Neo-Nazi. Luc expresses his concern about the amount of support Le Pen received and the degree of absenteeism in the run-off election. Luc expresses that Le Pen’s support shows that some people do not agree with globalization.

Kamal: Assumption is that Globalization is in opposition with the State.  The test of this assumption are state borders and whether they exist or not.  The conclusion is that borders will be maintained-one reason being that MNCs need state’s collusion to maximize profit.

However, the question arises, from the events in France, if we have doubts about Globalization is Le Pen our fate?

Class concluded with the following misc. discussions:

War on Terror

Kamal states that the War on Terror is a smart slogan because it does not leave room for countries to go against it.  No one can argue with a war on terror.

Iraq:

The U.S. can not realistically get rid of Saddam Hussein because the as Kamal states: “devil you know is better than the devil you don’t”.

The U.S. and Iraq are at odds because the U.S. needs access to cheap oil and Iraqis value their independence, which U.S. does not like.

Axis of Evil:

It is about the weapons of mass destruction and who has access to them.  Kamal goes on to say it is not the weapon that is the cause of concern but the system of delivery of that weapon.

Conspiracies??
Comments were made that perhaps the War on Terror is a re-election plan for Republicans to distract attention from the recession.  And perhaps the U.S. has already caught Osama Bin Laden but will not publicize it because then the War on Terror would end.
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